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This could happen to you
Letter to the Editor:

Only in Muskegon County can you be convicted of a crime 
that you are totally innocent of. This explains why Muskegon 
County has one of the highest conviction rates in the State of 
Michigan. Does not matter if you are innocent, hard working, 
highly intelligent with no criminal record, have a family, lived 
in Muskegon all your life, have astounding accomplishments, 
never been in trouble with the law, and come from a Christian 
family. Also, doesn’t matter if you have proof to back up ev-
erything you are attesting to. As stated by a well-known local 
defense criminal attorney, “Convict, convict, convict. That is the 
tactic used by current Prosecutor Tony Tague to his colleagues 
who are prosecuting the cases.” Also, he states, “Several of my 
clients were innocent and have been sent to prison under this 
administration and it does not matter if you are innocent.” 
Sounds like a type of brain washing and manipulation.

In today’s economy, I am sure the puppets are in total 
fear of losing their jobs if the numbers of convictions are not 
up there, especially after boasting on their Muskegon County 
Prosecutors’ website that in 2008 they had a 100 percent jury 
conviction rate in felony trials. Also makes you wonder 
what kind of financial gain is attached to each conviction for 
them. Only in Muskegon County! Even incarceration time in 
Muskegon County is beyond the scope compared to other 
counties here in Michigan, even as close as Kent County, as 
stated by a well-respected defense attorney out of Grand 
Rapids. 

Last fall, no wonder two different candidates tried to 
oust Prosecutor Tague for the betterment of us, the citizens of 
Muskegon County. Furthermore, the American Civil Liber-
ties Union has even stated they “receive several calls from 
people in Muskegon County who are seeking justice and are 
begging for help.”  A June 13, 2009 article titled “Appeal Court 
revives lawsuit over public defender system” in the Muskegon 
Chronicle named Muskegon County’s public defender system 
as “unconstitutional for ineffective assistance of counsel for 
poor people who are charged with felonies.” The ACLU has 
sided with them, and the Michigan Appeals Court is ordering 
their lawsuit must proceed to trial.  Maybe it is not so much 
the Muskegon County Public Defender System as it is the 
Muskegon County Prosecutor’s Office?

Are you wondering by now how they are getting away 
with all of this? Here is how: The prosecutors and their ad-
ministration do not investigate the whole story; they fabricate 
bold lies, use blackmail and/or extortion tactics; and blacken 
out certain items in documents. While under oath, even the 
investigative police officers lie and claim the errors on the war-
rants and/or official reports were just an honest mistake. Makes 
you wonder if they are trying to make a name for themselves, 
especially just having been promoted into the new position as 
an Ottawa County detective only two weeks prior. 

In addition, some local attorneys are behind this scam. 
Shockingly, they run you through the system like a herd of 
cattle. First, they demand a non-refundable retainer, which 
amounts to thousands of dollars. Then you are persuaded to 
accept a plea deal through intimidation, blackmail, extortion 
and fear of a lengthy prison term. Secondly, the prosecution’s 
case falls apart for lack of evidence, and they are left with no 
other choice but to drop the charges against you; you refuse 
to take a plea bargain because you are innocent, then all hell 
breaks loose. You are victimized once again through extortion 
or blackmail.

This is what happened with the first hired attorney from 
Muskegon. He tried to convince a young man to take a plea 
deal saying, “If you don’t, they will come back and hit you 
with additional felony charges.” Isn’t this extortion or black-
mail? Also, if you do not give the prosecutors their numerous 
postponements for lack of evidence or being unprepared, they 
state to you [that] they will charge you with something else. 
Then when you resort to hiring the best out-of-town attorney 
who has not been beaten down by their system to help you fight 
these bogus charges against you, for sure you are headed into 
a financial nightmare –– fighting back to the tune of $130,000 
and climbing. Furthermore, if you do not have the financial and 
emotional support of your family and friends, you are headed 
down the road to a sure conviction! How heartbreaking for the 
financially poor defendant who cannot even obtain a public 
defender here. Only in Muskegon County!

Here in Muskegon, several defense attorneys know what 
the justice system is faced with, and they know they cannot beat 
the system. A seasoned, respected local attorney stated, “This 
is why most of us prior criminal defense attorneys have gone 
into other legal law such as divorce, corporate law, business 
law, etc.” Another attorney stated, “The prosecutor’s office has 
been unjust to attorneys, and other attorneys have witnessed 
this: and 90 percent of the attorneys here in Muskegon literally 
detest Tony Tague and his prosecutor team. Unfortunately, they 
have no other choice but to work with them because they have 
to work here in this county.” In addition, he stated, “The sheriff 
and police officers back the prosecutors.”

On Mlive.com, June 12, 2009, the article titled, “Appeals 
court revives lawsuit over public defender system,” had a 
comment posted by “muskegonsks” says, “WOW, is anyone 
actually surprised by this? The sheeple (people) of the county 
have been dumb to keep re-electing Tony Tague, and allowing 
the Muskegon police department (sheriff department too) to 
run the place like a police state...ahhh, I’m glad I got out of that 
dump of a town.” Also, the judges side with the prosecutors 
almost 100 percent of the time, so it is a no-win situation from 
start to finish. Only in Muskegon County!

Also, this attorney stated he has had at least 20 cases 
in his career span where criminal problems arise from step 
children living in the home with step parents. Many of you 
have heard claims from people, even friends of yours, who 
live in the nightmare of step children living in the home, and 
are manipulated by one of their step-child’s parents. Jealousy, 

envy and revenge drive them to force the child to create bold 
faced lies to an authority figure, especially if you are living the 
American dream with a newly-built home on acreage, excellent 
paying job with an incredibly bright future ahead of you, and 
are happily married to your high school sweetheart and had 
a child together two years ago.

This is what has happened to a nice, respected, honest, 
hard-working young man who has just been sentenced to six 
to 11 years in prison. He is a hard-working, highly intelligent, 
responsible, kind, honest, trustworthy young man who worked 
as a newspaper carrier at the age of 10 years old, the young-
est mathematics tutor at the age of 15 years old at Muskegon 
Community College, college-educated, excelled up the ladder 
into his career, happily married, and was living the American 
dream until resentment and evil came upon him. 

Sadly, he became caught up in the middle of a custody 
battle that had been going on for at least 10 years between the 
step child’s parents and family members.  Each of these fam-
ily members even has personal protection orders against one 
another. Just a matter of time before the step parent tries his 
next moves again to try gaining custody. In fact, according to 
a circuit court order signed in 1999, the judge ordered “parties 
enjoined and restrained from harassing, harming, annoying, 
molesting, verbally or physically abusing and/or disparaging 
each other in any other manner directly or indirectly, interfer-
ing each with the other whatever they may be.”

But this parent  of the step child continues to break this 
order without any repercussion from the court. Also, in 2003, 
a medi-center physician stated [that] it was his impression that 
the child was coached about what to say to him and that the 
child’s parent and his mother had a vested interest in making 
sure the child said the right thing, and he was highly suspicious 
of the parent motivation for bringing the child in. Another 
report in 2003 from FIA stated the parent needs to stop inter-
rogating his child every time he sees him. They even yelled at 
this worker and told them they did not know what they were 
doing. The parent was livid with their findings, which clearly 
showed the child’s parent will do anything –– even force the 
step child to lie about their step parent –– which sent him to 
prison. Also, the report said the parent is out for blood and that 
they won’t just let this thing die down, and it is a push-and-pull 
between the parents.

With total disbelief, the step child made child sexual 
conduct allegations against her step grandfather first; and 19 
months later, no arrest has been made and he sits in limbo, 
wondering to this day. No investigation by FIA ever occurred, 
either, which clearly states in their guidelines all parties and 
possible witnesses are to be interviewed. The step parent who 
was convicted was asked to come to the state police post in 
Grand Haven, for he was a witness to a crime, he was told. He 
went without hesitation for he had nothing to hide, and then 
he was interrogated for several hours without any attorney 
present to protect him or his rights. As a matter of fact, an in-
ternationally hired interrogation expert stated he was coerced 
during the interrogation, which the tape clearly does show.

First of all, he was charged with child sexual conduct. 
Fortunately, these charges were dropped or dismissed by the 
Muskegon County Prosecutor’s Office because the step child 
came forward and told the truth that their parent had forced 
them into creating this untruthful story to an authority figure 
at their school. In fact, as of this day, this parent has not been 
charged with any crime for forcing this child to go to school and 
report a lie to their teacher. Today, it is extremely rare for CSC 
charges to get dismissed, especially in Muskegon County. The 
prosecution’s case fell apart. To save face, and the prosecution’s 
unwillingness to admit they made a mistake by not following 
through with a complete investigation, especially the history 
of the court battles the two parents had been through over 
10 years since the step child was born, they came back with 
vengeance. 

Sadly, he was charged with six felonies to do with the 
computer they had taken from the home without a creditable 
warrant. However, the prosecution was forced once again to 
amend and/or dismiss some of the felony charges because of 
no evidence. During one hearing, the district judge became 
upset for having researched the charges for several hours for no 
need at all. Then, to add mental torture or abuse to us all, they 
had several prosecutors come sit in this hearing just to listen 
and to intimidate all of us. You, as the taxpayer, are paying 
their wages for them just to sit in a courtroom to intimidate? 
Apparently, Muskegon County commissioners need to cut 
a few more prosecutors from the budget if they do not have 
enough cases to keep them busy. This just proves the mental 
torture tactics they use. Another incident we noticed is how 
friendly and chummy the prosecutors and the step parent 
were during these court hearings. Even one attorney stated 
to us [that] the step parent calls the prosecutor’s office all the 
time. Even a letter from them calls the prosecutors by their first 
name. Can you imagine how upset they were when the CSC 
charges were dropped?

The computer that was used to convict this young man 
was not password protected, used by several neighborhood 
children and a convicted CSC felon both in Muskegon and 
Allegan counties. In addition, the computer was possibly 
opened and tampered with by the same detective who perjured 
himself and made so-called “errors” on documents before 
reaching the forensic state police lab for review. In fact, the 
newly-promoted detective from Ottawa County had to have 
opened the computer before sending it to forensics, for they 
were out three days later, asking questions about the computer. 
Doesn’t this show corruption by not following procedure to 
open the computer without going to forensics first? And, by 
the way, forensics had a long wait time because they were 
backed up, according to court transcripts. This could explain 
why and how these three inappropriate files were found on 
his computer. Furthermore, another explanation could be that 
hackers can hack into your computer once you connect to  the 
internet. They use your computer to store things and you are 

not even aware of it. The young man does not know how this 
illegal material got on his computer. Furthermore, he does not 
fit the profile of a sex offender, being married, family oriented, 
college educated, and having a high paying job in a prestigious 
Christian organization, and having just put 2 1/2 years into 
building his family’s dream home and working full time with 
a commute to Grand Rapids every day.

None of our family had ever been through a trial, only seen 
them on television programs. During the seven day trial, the 
jury was picked first. What we could not believe again, an FIA 
agent tried to have one of her close friends chosen as a juror 
without even saying a word. A good thing our lawyer caught 
this one out in the hallway. We noticed over the 18 months of 
these hearings that the judges, prosecutors, Family Indepen-
dence Agency, police officers and detectives are all buddies 
and stick together like glue. They lie for each other, blacken out 
specific areas of a document that would help the defendant, 
falsify reports, and hide the truth.  We never experienced so 
much evil ever in our lifetime.

The judge allowed the CSC charges that were dropped 
brought into this trial. He even stated during the trial [that] 
he was running two trials in his courtroom. This tactic used 
is what convicted the young man to the other charges against 
him. Also, they actually sentenced him on these charges that 
had been dropped, and this is one of the reasons why, in my 
opinion, he received such a lengthy prison term; and why the 
judge went beyond the guidelines and sentenced him consecu-
tively, not concurrently, which is extremely rare. 

In the Muskegon Chronicle article dated May 31, 2009, titled, 
“Man gets jail on charge of child porn,” a man was sentenced in 
the same courtroom, for the same offense, by the same judge, 
to only six months in jail. Furthermore, in our opinion, (and 
others viewing the trial were led to believe) the circuit court 
judge completely sided with the prosecution on most all issues 
during the trial. In addition, several of the jurors were sleep-
ing during the trial, and the judge had his eyes closed many 
times, also. This shows no interest, especially for a young man’s 
life. Additionally, during trial, the prosecuting attorney and 
detective lied on so many occasions, we truly lost count. And 
they even went as far as mocking this honest young man by 
calling him “The Child Prodigy” over and over again for all his 
accomplishments over his life span. Furthermore, the prosecu-
tor even stated to the jury on more than one occasion that the 
character witnesses for the defense were perjuring themselves. 
They were telling the truth because they were under oath, 
and they finally were able to tell our side of the story that was 
never allowed or investigated by anyone in the court system 
in Muskegon County. Only in Muskegon County!

Another issue we felt totally unjust is that the prosecutor 
is allowed two closing arguments –– the first and last state-
ments. This is just another injustice in our justice system. After 
the prosecutor’s final closing statement, the defense counsel is 
not allowed to rebut the bold faced lies.  These lies are the last 
statement the jury hears.

The young man never had a chance to win this trial. The 
jury, who deliberated only 30 minutes,  convicted a totally in-
nocent man on all six felony counts. How can you truly deliber-
ate a case completely in 30 minutes? Could being a late Friday 
afternoon, just before a weekend, and having gone through 
the trial for seven lengthy days have something to do with 
their not wanting to deliberate to any length and to find out 
the truth behind the charges? In the hallway, after the sentenc-
ing, the family court prosecutor yelled down to the detective, 
“We really gave them a jolt, didn’t we? And we got justice.” 
In my opinion, this was an injustice to this young, innocent 
man, for the prosecutor and the detective have no conscience 
or compassion for anyone. It’s all about winning! They could 
care less whose lives they ruin. This was a vendetta from the 
prosecutor’s office, which resulted in the persecution of the 
young, innocent man. In my opinion, the young man was set 
up and framed by the parent of the step child, the prosecutor’s 
office and the judge. In addition, six years in prison is exces-
sive and unjust, especially when a child molester receives less 
time and is a second time offender. The transcripts of all the 
hearings and trial can be reviewed as proof at the Muskegon 
County Courthouse.

During his stay in jail while awaiting his sentencing, he 
was harassed by a deputy sheriff who works at the county 
court house through other inmates she contacted in the jail. 
She had them threaten him and steal his entire commissary. 
She is a friend of the stepchild’s father. This continued until 
our lawyer finally had the issue resolved. Another example of 
how this stepchild’s parent is still out for blood and will not 
let this die down. 

Sadly, a young child and wife will suffer the loss of their 
loving father and husband who was an excellent provider and 
a rock for their family. After only living in the newly-built 
home for two weeks when all this began on June 24, 2009, 
something positive happened. They finally were able to return 
to the newly-built home after being forbidden to live there for 
19 months. A family court judge did see the truth and put all 
of his thoughts into the children who did suffer and allowed 
them to finally go home. Only in Muskegon County!

It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, all this administra-
tion cares about is their perfect record for convictions. In my 
opinion and others, Tony Tague should be recalled through 
the State Attorney General’s Office for all his corruption. And 
I am staking my very own life on it. He has been our prosecu-
tor for over 23 years, and with no term limit, we could all end 
up with him for many years to come in Muskegon County. 
Innocent people will continue to go to jail and prison as stated 
by numerous criminal defense attorneys. If this has happened 
to you or a family member, we would like to hear from you. 
Please contact me through the Fruitport Area News. All of us 
citizens need to put a stop to these unfair convictions before 
one of these innocent people ends up being you!!!

    Sandie Christiansen
    Fruitport 


