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End of life documentary at Cinema 
Carousel
(Submitted by Hospice of Michigan)
 Hospice of Michigan, one of the nation’s leading non-
profit hospice organizations, has produced a full-length 
documentary film called Except for Six that will be screened 
at a special event in Muskegon on Wednesday, March 25. 
Hospice of Michigan will host the event at Cinema Carousel, 
4289 Grand Haven Road at 7 p.m. The event is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments, being provided by Grand Traverse 
Pie Company and Cinema Carousel, will be served.
 Except for Six has been previewed by individuals from 
within the documentary film industry, including award-
winning documentary film maker Ken Burns, who said of 
the film, “This is a heart-felt and important film that takes a 
subject that most of us would rather ignore and humanizes 
it. From the dedicated doctors and caregivers to the heroic 
patients, this is the story of what will happen to all of us.”
 “Storytelling is the best way to share information 
and get people to see subjects in new ways,” said Dottie 
Deremo, president and CEO of Hospice of Michigan. “The 
documentary film, Except for Six, uses humor and emotion 
to engage the audience and get them thinking about a topic 
they might otherwise avoid.”
 The title of the documentary, Except for Six, has a 
double meaning. Ron Christie, the 69-year-old man whose 
story is told in the film, spoke behind-the-scenes about the 
importance and value he placed on the “six people who carry 
you to your final resting place.” In hospice care, patients are 
referred to a hospice program when it is believed they have 
six months or fewer to live.
 Hospice of Michigan’s mission is to care for all who 
need and seek our care regardless of age, diagnosis, or ability 
to pay. The documentary film is part of a public awareness 
campaign from Hospice of Michigan called “Have You Had 
the Talk?” For more information about the campaign, go to 
haveyouhadthetalk.com
 For more information about the screening of Except for 
Six, please call Ellie Andrus at (616) 356-5266.
 To view a film trailer of Except for Six, go to www.hom.
org.•

    Regarding obituaries: Abbreviated listings of area deaths 
are provided as a free service by FAN staff. Those wishing 
to have a full obituary printed may submit the complete 
obituary and $20. A photograph may be included with 
the obituary for an additional $5. If you know of someone 
who has inadvertently been omitted,  please tell  us.

Mrs. Lorene F. Beighley
 Mrs. Lorene F. Beighley, age 87, of Fruitport, died 
Saturday, February 7, 2009. She was born in Rochester, 
Indiana on May 26, 1921 to Loren and Savilla (Crabil) Dukes 
and married Clarence Beighley in 1943.  He preceded her in 
death.

Mr. Zane Warner Carlson
 Mr. Zane Warner Carlson, age 86, of Fruitport, passed 
away Monday, February 23, 2009. He was born April 12, 
1922 in Muskegon to Russell and Georgiana Carlson.  He 
married the former Evelyn Zeedyk on June 27, 1941. She 
survives him.
 Memorials: Trinity Baptist Church Youth Camp Fund.

Master Dustin Edward Captain
 Master Dustin Edward Captain, age 2 years, of Fruitport 
Township, passed away Thursday, February 12, 2009. He 
was born May 6, 2006. He is survived by his parents, Elijah 
and Tosha (Captain) Johnson.
 Memorials: Captain Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 140, 
Fruitport, MI 49415.

Miss Mackenzie LeeAnn Captain
 Miss Mackenzie LeeAnn Captain, age 4, of Fruitport 
Township, passed away Thursday, February 12, 2009. She 
was born October 22, 2004. She is survived by her parents, 
Jeffery and Tosha (Captain) Barber. 
  Memorials: Captain Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 140, 
Fruitport, MI 49415.
 

Mr. Thomas E. Clifton
 Mr. Thomas E. Clifton, age 73, of Fruitport Township, 
passed away Friday, February 6, 2009. He is survived by his 
wife, Martha. 

Mr. Robert L. Essenberg
 Mr. Robert L. Essenberg, age 79, of Norton Shores, passed 
away Tuesday, March 10, 2009. He was born in Muskegon 
on July 8, 1929 to Walter and Iva (Crummel) Essenberg, and 
had been a Fruitport fireman.  He married the former Sharon 
Seguin in 1952. She survives him. 
 Memorial contributions to the family are appreciated.

Mr. Charles Bert Hazekamp, Sr.
 Mr. Charles Bert Hazekamp, Sr., age 77, passed away 
Saturday, March 7, 2009.  He grew up in Muskegon and took 
over the family business, Hazekamp Meats. His wife, Mary, 
preceded him in death.
 Memorials: Unity Reformed Church Missions Team or 
Harbor Hospice.

Mrs. Judy A. Hopkins
 Mrs. Judy A. Hopkins, age 67, of Fruitport Township, 
passed away Wednesday, February 7, 2009. She was born in 
Muskegon on February 5, 1941 to Richard J. and  Dorothy 
L. (Bathe) White. She married Ronald Hopkins in 1971. He 
survives her.
 Memorials: St. Mark Lutheran Church or Harbor 
Hospice.

Mr. Douglas E. Johnston
 Mr. Douglas E. Johnston, age 75, of Fruitport, passed 
away Tuesday, March 10, 2009.  He was born in Twin Lake 
on March 9, 1934 to Earl and Edith (Staple) Johnston and 
married the former Betty M. Knobe in 1966. She survives 
him.
 Memorials: American Heart Association.

Mrs. Marion Louise Krueger
 Mrs. Marion Louise Krueger, age 77, of Fruitport, died 
Monday, February 23, 2009. She was born in Detroit on July 
22, 1931 to Orlo and Dorothy (Jordan) Jenkins and married 
Theodore Krueger in 1946. He passed away in 1993. 
 Memorials: Special Olympics Area 21.

Mr. Edward Kuharevicz
 Mr. Edward Kuharevicz, age 87, of Fruitport, died 
Sunday, February 8, 2009. He was born in Fruitport Township 
in 1921 to Michael J. and Sophia (Kendra) Kuharevicz and 
was a lifelong Fruitport resident. His wife, Phylis, survives 
him.
 Memorials: Muskegon Rescue Mission.

Mr. James Ells Lumley
 Mr. James Ells Lumley, age 81, of Norton Shores, 
passed away Wednesday, February 25, 2009. He was born 
in Bear Lake, Michigan on February 24, 1928 to Sherwood 
and Elizabeth (Strickler) Lumley had been a member of the 
Fruitport Silver Eagles.
 Memorials: National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Mr. William ‘Bill’ Francis Stone, Sr. 
 Mr. William “Bill” Francis Stone, Sr., age 76, of Fruitport, 
died Friday, February 20, 2009. He was born July 2, 1932 to 
Samuel and Berdean (VanZanten) Stone, Sr. in Muskegon 
and married the former Sue Wilhelm in 1961. She survives 
him.
 Memorials: ALS “Lou Gehrig’s Disease.” 

Mr. Richard J. Tardani
 Mr. Richard J. Tardani, age 70, of Fruitport, passed away 
Tuesday, February 17, 2009. He was born in Muskegon on 
July 17, 1938 to Samuel and Josephine (Schillaci) Tardani. His 
wife, the former Sharon Casler, survives him.
 Memorials: Harbor Hospice or Lacks Cancer Center. 

Mrs. Pamela J. Tatro
 Mrs. Pamela J. Tatro, age 55, of Muskegon, passed away 
Sunday, March 8, 2009. She was born in Grand Haven in 1953 
to Harold and Una (Hudson) Thompson. She was a member 
of the Fruitport Eagles. 

Mrs. Sharon E. Van Epps
 Mrs. Sharon E. Van Epps, age 68, died Tuesday, March 
10, 2009. She was born in Alma, Michigan on June 18, 1940 
to Norman and Florence (Saxton) Bradley and married John 
Van Epps on July 1, 1967. He survives her.
 Memorials: Susan G. Komen for the Cure or Harbor 
Hospice.

Mr. James Frank  Wadaga
 Mr. James Frank  Wadaga, age 82, of Fruitport 
Township, passed away Sunday, March 8, 2009. He was born 
Septembr 30, 1926 in Waukegan, Illinois to Frank and Teresa 
(Scrantany) Wadaga and married the former Marian E. Hall 
in Muskegon in 1950. She survives him.
 Memorials: Sacred Heart Catholic Church.

 Persons who really think about their life also think about 
all the different aspects, such as life origins and the future. 
All the different stages between conception and death causes 
wonder about the meaning of life, its significance, and 
ultimate purpose. This causes confusion with many ideas 
claiming answers to the many questions of life.
 There are only a few people who reject the concept of a 
higher spiritual being or force. Although it is true that few 
out and out reject the concept of God, many consider the 
time spent on spiritual matters of little importance. People 
consider spiritual matters beyond our dimension and 
difficult to comprehend, neglecting to pursue further. The 
physical aspect of our life is enough and many fail in the 
effort to learn more about the spiritual part of us.
 When putting forth effort to think about spiritual things, 
be concerned to answer basic questions such as, what is my 
origin and purpose? Deal also with concepts of evil and 
misery, injustice and natural disasters.
 We can begin by personally deciding that God exists. 
This is based on observations of the natural world. We do 
this the best we can with the mind we are given.
 There is a book which has the answers to our questions. 
The Holy Bible has been provided by God. We learn about 
God, man, and the universe. Besides the answers to questions 
of life, the Holy Bible tells about eternal life.
 If you are thinking about life, and are serious about 
knowing the truth, the Holy Bible is the book for you.
 We have much life experience in the physical 
realm. Tending to our spiritual education is of eternal 
importance.•

by Al Wezeman

The person who 
thinks


