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Would you like an exciting, 
enriching, and life changing 
opportunity?  Would you like to impact 
people with your life?  Would like try 
something fun, and different?  Would you like 
to learn another language, culture, custom, 
and food?  I will help you to achieve it.  

Open your home and your heart to 
international exchange students.  You will 
get to experience a special part of the world’s 
culture, food, custom, and language.  Hosting 
exchange students will open a door to lasting 
global friendships.  Many host families have 

traveled to their exchange students’ home countries.  
My name is Sunflower Swan.  I am a community coordinator for a Non-Profit International 

Exchange Student Organization.  This past 5 years I have had the privilege of working with 
sixty-plus students from all over the world, and a multitude of wonderful host families.  Many 
wonderful people in the community have opened their hearts and homes for these precious young 
people of the world.  What a joy to see many international exchange students receive God’s love 
which is expressed through their host families, church families, friends, and community. 

 A long time ago I was an exchange student in America.  What a privilege and 
treasure to have an American host family.  My Dutch American parents (host family) taught me 
so many things.  They taught me how to recycle, how to be frugal but generous by sharing God’s 
love and resources with those who are less unfortunate.  We also shared many laughs over my 
mispronounced English words.  Later, I met my husband at Bible College in Grand Rapids, Mi 
where they gave me a wedding.  I am forever grateful for their hospitality and love.  
 You do not have to have a fancy home, or have a teenager at home to host exchange 
students.  Many exchange students love families with small children, empty nesters, families with 
teenagers, and singles  The only responsibilities of host family are to provide room and board, some 
guidance and transportation.  Students bring their own insurance and spending money.
 Right now, so many exchange students are waiting to be picked by loving American 
host families. 

 Give your family a gift that lasts a lifetime when you host an exchange student.
You can choose to host a student from one of many countries: Germany, Poland, 

Norway, Ecuador, Austria, Brazil, Germany, Holland, China, Korea, etc. 
for five months, or ten months.

The international exchange students program benefits your family, church, 
school and community

I would love to share with you more about how to be an American host family 
for international exchange students.  Please give me call for more information

Call Sunflower Swan for more information
At (231) 865-7984 (e-mail tsswan@juno.com)
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Muskegon Catholic Central to 
graduate area residents
by Mary Weimer

Adam P. Pruim, an 
honors graduate, is the son 
of David and Judy Pruim. 
During high school, he was 
involved in soccer, football, 
and spring musical. He 
received the Michigan 
Merit Award twice, 
and received academic 
honors all four years. A 
member of St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Church 
in Muskegon, Adam 
will attend  Muskegon 
Community College, 
majoring in computer 
engineering.

Lydia J. Hansen, 
daughter of Mark and 
Mellan Hansen, will be 
graduating with honors. 
She was involved in 
Student Council  as 
secretary, president of 
the Pro-Life Club, SADD, 
MCC Volunteer Club, 
Wings Peer Ministry 
Group, three years in 
spring musicals, and was 
selected as the October 
student of the month. 
She served her church, St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Spring Lake, as a cantor 
and teacher of Vacation 
Bible School for six 
years. Lydia attended the 
alternative spring break 
for two consecutive years 
on mission trips to Pass 
Christian, Mississippi to 
help victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. She will attend 
the University of Detroit 
Mercy School of Nursing 
at Aquinas College this 
fall.

 Muskegon Catholic 
Central will hold 
graduation exercises on 
May 31 beginning at 6 
p.m.  at the Frauenthal 
Theatre. Two Fruitport 
residents are members 
of the class of 2009.

Western Michigan Christian High 
School’s graduation ceremonies
(Submitted by Western Michigan Christian High School)

Elizabeth Hoerle

Andrew Rop

 The Board of Trustees of 
Western Michigan Christian 
High School announces its 
commencement exercises 
will be held on Friday, June 
5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
gymnasium at 455 E. Ellis 
Road. The 2009 valedictorian 
is Janelle Haegert, daughter 
of Stan and Deb Haegert 
of Muskegon. Salutatorian 
Elizabeth Hoerle, is the 
daughter of Marvin 
and Theresa Hoerle of 
Fruitport.

 Fruitport area graduates from WMCH are Cora 
Dadd, daughter of Dr. Mitch 
and Lisa Dadd; Elizabeth 
Hoerle, and Andrew Rop, 
son of Ron and Kristi 
Rop.•

Cora Dadd


