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Grateful thanks for your help
Lettr to the Editor:

Irene and Sam Cramblet of  3075 Fruitport Road, (Hosta 
Hill), would like to take this opportunity to thank Boy Scout 
Troop 1023 for their great efforts in our brush removal. The 
troop did a great job and all are fantastic young men!

Also, we would like to thank the many others who came 
to the rescue in the removal of brush, but wish to remain 
anonymous in the efforts to help.

Thank you, one and all! The brush would not have been 
removed without your help and kindness of hearts.

 Irene and Sam Cramblet
 Hosta Hill

Thanks for restoration efforts
Letter to the Editor:

As a village home owner, I would like to take the time 
and thank all workers and people involved in putting the 
village back together.

I believe as a community we pulled together well and 
made do with the situation.

So special thanks to everyone.
    Travis Nadeau
    Tandem Electric

4-H youth leaders express thanks
Letter to the Editor:

We would like to thank our inanimate judges who give 
of their time and talent. They are Russ Stressman, Denise 
Thompson, Sharon Storms, Bonnie Denhof, Jennifer Gwin-
nup, Bill Gilbert, Deb Owens, Luanna Peter, Chuck Lutz, 
Jamie Peter, Holly Wilson, Heidi Tice, Meagan Kriger, Amy 
Upham, Chris Nienhuis, and our two trophy room workers, 
Pat Stressman and Jim Sikkenga.

    Sandy Kriger
    Kristi Kriger

Thanks to the community
Letter to the Editor:

The family and friends of Ed Johnson, Sr., and Barbara 
Briggs, who were involved in a fatal and tragic boating ac-
cident July 11, 2009 on the Grand River, would like to express 
their sincere gratitude to all those who helped carry the 
heavy heartache they all experienced.

The love, care and support of friends, local community 
businesses, the North West Ottawa County Fire Dive Rescue 
Team and the Ottawa County Sheriff Dive Rescue Team 
were clearly evident as they came to the family’s side in the 
time of tragedy.

Ed’s memorial was truly a tribute to the kind of man he 
was: loving, giving, caring, hard-working, and honest. The 
hundreds of people who came to express their condolences 
and share stories about Ed brought much needed joy and 
laughter to his family.  Sytsema Funeral Home provided a 
beautiful place for all of Ed’s family and friends to gather 
during this most difficult time. A wonderful luncheon, 
donated by Suzi’s Village Inn in Fruitport, was held at the 
Fruitport Auditorium, also donated for family and friends 
to spend time together.

To express sincere appreciation to the dive rescue teams, 
the First Annual Ed Johnson Memorial Run, held on August 
8, was organized to raise money for these heroic dive teams 
and their support staff. The family felt this was a way to 
recognize these teams for their determination despite their 
undoubted exhaustion to recover Ed’s body from the Grand 
River. 

They dove for countless hours in the murky water with 
a visibility at best of two inches. One diver mentioned that 
they might have given up long before if it had not been for 
the overwhelming number of friends and family members 
waiting ashore in support.

Ed’s family is also very grateful for the family who 
opened their hearts and home on the Grand River to comfort 
and assist by providing food, coffee, a bathroom, and a place 
to be together as they watched and waited for the divers to 
find Ed.  Not only would the family like to thank all of those 
who brought food, sent beautiful flowers and plants, but all 
the following businesses which donated to the Ed Johnson, 
Sr., Memorial Run:

Fruitport Auditorium, Bonicki’s, The Storage Group, 
1st Class Towing, Donaylle Nicole Hair Studio, Mr. Quick’s, 
Turk’s Inn, Logan’s Roadhouse, Mario’s Pizza, Pizza and 
Sub Shop of Grand Haven, Burger Crest, Red Lobster, 
Peppie’s Pizza, Dimensions Hair Salon, Brann’s, Fruitport 
Golf Center, Top Shelf Pizza, Pizza Hut, Stable Inn, Hot 
Rod Harley Davidson, Wesco, Shoreline Metal Fabricating, 
Nunica Bar, Nature Photos by Ed and Mary, Grand Traverse 
Pie Company, Great Harvest Bread Company, the Grand 
Haven Eagles, Buffalo Wild Wings, Coffee Grounds, Gro-
ver Pharmacy, Fruitport Automotive, CC Cycle, Heavenly 
Fit Uniforms, The Barber Shop, G & L Chili Dogs, Askam 
Construction, Babbit’s, Lee’s Collision, Lake Effect Winery, 
Stan’s Bar, R.C. Productions, the Fruitport Eagles, 46 Bar, 
and 7 Mile Inn. This memorial run wouldn’t have been the 
success that it was if it hadn’t been for the generosity of these 
businesses and also for the countless volunteers who were 
too numerous to mention.

    Barb Briggs
    Fruitport

Only in Muskegon County 
Letter to the Editor:

You can be innocent of a crime but found guilty by the 
current prosecution in Muskegon County, then stripped of 
your parental rights to your child. This is the continuing 
story of the young man featured in an article in the July 
issue of the Fruitport Area News titled, “This Could Happen 
to You.” Not only has this young innocent man suffered 
enough by the hands of this corrupt administration here 
in Muskegon County (who still cannot admit they made 
a big mistake by not investigating the whole story behind 
the false allegations he had been faced with), but the fam-
ily court assistant prosecuting attorney went further and 
pushed to strip his parental rights to his 12-year-old son. 
Even though the young man has been sent to prison, this 
prosecutor continued his vendetta further because he was 
unable to get his conviction on a bogus charge. He even went 
as far as having the family (who had nothing whatsoever to 
do with the parental rights of the young man’s son) show up 
in the courtroom to intimidate, taunt and harass us. To end 
the revenge by this administration, on August 6, 2009 in a 
courtroom by teleconference call from prison, this young 
man gave up his rights to his son in order for his family to 
live a semi-normal life without him until he is released from 
prison. Only in Muskegon County!

As stated by a family court attorney, letting them win 
this one issue will finally get them out of your life. After 
extensive research, we have found in other counties in 
Michigan and throughout the United States, family court 
prosecutors do not strip their parental rights and do not 
normally keep inmates from visiting their children while 
incarcerated, except in extreme circumstances. Also, they 
cannot take your parental rights away solely on the length 
of your incarceration. However, only in Muskegon County 
does this prosecutor get away with this injustice. The chil-
dren also suffer from the loss of not being in close touch 
with their parent. This eventually harms them emotionally 
down the road. 

Today, this young man has begun to make the best out 
of his current situation behind prison walls waiting for his 
appeal. The prosecutors labeled him “The Child Prodigy”  
during the trial. Well, he has become a tutor to other inmates 
seeking their GED’s. In fact, the young innocent man is actu-
ally tutoring other tutors.

Just recently we have kept a close eye on other con-
victions in Muskegon County.  This young man has been 
wrongfully convicted from six to 11 years, which should 
only have been probation or a two-year sentence at the most, 
especially when he had never been in trouble. According 
to  recent sentence information on OTIS (Offender Track-
ing Information  System - Michigan State Department of 
Corrections) on June 30, 2009, a Muskegon man who pled 
no contest received only five years minimum for two child 
sexual conduct, 2nd degree; two sentences for one year 
and 11 months for using a computer to commit crime; and 
two sentences, one year and 11 months, for possession of 
child sexually abusive material to all run concurrent, not 
consecutive, and is receiving a camp program not prison. 
In addition, in the Muskegon Chronicle, dated September 14, 
2009, two men were sentenced from a range of 14 months to 
10 years for harsher crimes with one being sentenced by the 
same judge who sentenced our young man. Also, he received 
a concurrent sentence, not a consecutive sentence. So in other 
words, if you fight back and plead not guilty because you 
are innocent and spend thousands of dollars trying to prove 
your innocence, you receive harsher sentencing as our young 
man did and his sentence to run consecutive, not concurrent. 
This is an injustice when you are not able to fight for your 
very own innocence. Only in Muskegon County.

The stepdaughter’s biological father to this day has still 
not been investigated. Even though he forced his daughter 
to create this big savage lie he has not been prosecuted. We 
have viewed the favoritism shown from the prosecutor to 
this family and find it unbelievable. The prosecutor and the 
biological father and his family act like they are best friends. 
However, the truth will prevail when they finally investigate 
them. In our opinion, we believe that some type of abuse 
has happened to this little girl at the hands of her biological 
father’s family because why would the little girl be forced to 
take a shower in front of her grandmother and be forced to 
sleep with her? Why is she protecting her this way?

September 14, 2009, another hearing took place in family 
court. The judge saw the truth and closed the case. However, 
the prosecutor still will not admit he made a mistake and 
still seeks revenge for not getting his conviction from our 
family members. So he continues to have the Child Abuse 
Council involved which he has strings with to continually 
monitor the little girl in order to try to manipulate her to 
change back to her original story which was a lie created 
by her father in the first place. This poor family has been 
through this nightmare for almost two years and it has taken 
a toll on everyone, especially the children, and the family 
court judge agreed. Only in Muskegon County!

How can you obtain true justice in Muskegon County 
if you are penalized for fighting for your total innocence? 
Apparently, here in this county, you are guilty even if you 
prove you’re innocent. 

Only in Muskegon County this could happen to you.
    Sandie Christiansen
    Fruitport•

Abercrombie & Fitch pitches new 
T-shirts to America’s youth
(Submitted by the American Family Association)

Abercrombie & Fitch has just begun offering their “new 
college” line of T-shirts. The first A&F T-shirt pictures a young 
girl opening her blouse –– exposing herself. A & F titles the 
image “Show the twins.”

The second picture is of a female running nude. A&F 
titles it: “Female streaking encouraged.” 

The next Abercrombie & Fitch T-shirt is entitled: “Female 
students wanted for sexual research.”

Abercrombie & Fitch does not merely sell a popular line 
of clothing. They sell a lifestyle. And because A&F clothing is 
popular among teens and college kids, the influence of their 
sex-as-recreation lifestyle is widespread.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention 
reports that sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) remain a 
major public health challenge in the United States. CDC es-
timates that approximately 19 million new infections occur 
each year — almost half of them among young people 15 to 
24 years of age.•

Planned Parenthood clinics in your 
child’s school?
(Submitted by AFA Action Alert)

There are many reasons to oppose President Obama’s 
push to take over the nation’s health care system, but among 
the most important is this one: His plan will put Planned 
Parenthood clinics inside your child’s school.

Yes, you read that right. Under an innocuous-sounding 
section titled, “School-Based Health Clinics,” H.R. 3200 will 
authorize Planned Parenthood as a sponsoring facility to run a 
clinic during school hours on the grounds of public schools, 
with absolutely no accountability either to parents or school 
administrators.

Clinics would be accountable only to the secretary of 
Health and Human Services, the radically pro-abortion 
Kathleen Sebelius, who was a fervent supporter of late-term 
abortionist George Tiller.

All this will be done at taxpayer expense. And unlike the 
rest of the bill, which isn’t slated to go into effect until 2013, 
these clinics are scheduled to go into schools next fall.

As you know, Planned Parenthood is the nation’s largest 
abortion provider and the most dangerous purveyor of the 
mythical “safe sex” message, which has deprived so many 
American teens of their sexual innocence and left them with 
diseases and unwanted pregnancies.•

HR45: Gun confiscation
(Submitted by Dr. Tom Leonard)

Concerning the Blair-Holt proposed legislation: Senate 
Bill SB-2099 will require us to put on our 2009 1040 federal 
income tax form all guns that you have or own. It may require 
fingerprints and a tax of $50 per gun.

This bill was introduced on February 24. This bill will 
become public knowledge 30 days after it is voted into law. 
This is an amendment to the Internal Revenue Act of 1986. This 
means that the finance committee can pass this without the 
Senate voting on it at all. The full text of the proposed amend-
ment is on the U.S. Senate home page, www.senate.gov/.

You can find the bill by doing a search by the bill number, 
SB-2099. (www.opencongress.org/bill111-h45/text)

Congress is now starting on the firearms confiscation 
bill. If it passes, gun owners will become criminals if they 
don’t fully comply. It has started. Very important for you to 
be aware of a new bill, HR 45, introduced into the House. This 
is the Blair Holt Firearm Licensing and Record of Sale Act of 
2009. Even gun shop owners didn’t know about this because 
the government is trying to fly it under the radar. To find out 
about this, go to any government website and type in HR 45 
or Google HR 45 Blair Holt Firearm Licensing and Record of 
Sales Act of 2009. You will get all the information.

Basically, this would make it illegal to own a firearm 
— any rifle with a clip or any pistol unless: 

•it is registered 
•you are fingerprinted
•you supply a current driver’s license
•you supply your Social Security number
•you will submit to a physical and mental evaluation at 

any time at their choosing
•Each update change of ownership through private or 

public sale must be reported and costs $25
Failure to do so means you automatically lose the right 

to own a firearm and are subject to a year in jail.
There is a child provision clause on page 16 (section 305) 

stating a child-access provision. Guns must be locked and 
inaccessible to any child under 18. They would have the right 
to come and inspect that you are storing your gun safely away 
from accessibility to children and a violation is punishable 
for up to 5 years in prison.

If you think this is a joke, go to the website and take your 
pick of many options to read this. It is long and lengthy. But 
more and more people are becoming aware of this. Pass the 
word along, especially  to hunters in your family. This is just 
a “termite” approach to complete confiscation of guns and 
disarming of our society to the point we have no defense. 
Chip away a little here and there until the goal is accomplished 
before anyone realizes it.

This is one to act on whether you own a gun or not. If you 
take my gun, only the criminal will have one to use against 
me. HR 45 only makes me/us less safe!•


