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Here’s a great idea
By Mary Weimer

The annual Christmas party at the home of Randy and
Bev Hilliard took a turn four years ago when they came up
with the idea that reflects the true spirit of Christmas, and
has been the focus of every Christmas party since then.

Typically, family and friends who were invited to the
party would ask what they could bring to the celebration.
But since the Hilliards provided all the food, they were at
the loss to tell their invitees what to bring.

At their December 5, 2009 party, their guests brought
non-perishable food donations as well as donations of toys
for the Toys for Tots program. The toys were donated at the
Fruitport Middle School collection site, and the food was
distributed to area families in need.

What has become an annual tradition leaves everyone
involved feeling good and certainly benefits others!

Horses with their Windstorm Riders: Galleon
with Paige Rubleski, Kody with Myrtle Lemon, Tango
with Matt Loeper, and Ace with Taylor Sandburg.

Local 4H Club initiates new holiday tradition
By Ginger Brege and Mary Weimer

Recently, the Muskegon County-based 4H club, Windstorm
Riders, decided to do something unique. In the spirit of
sharing and the holidays, the club members decided that,
instead of giving gifts to each other, they would rather take
up a collection for food and other needed household items
to donate to a local agency in need. Love, Inc. was the orga-
nization they selected.

On Sunday, December 20, they dropped off the donation
of several boxes of food at the Spring Lake Presbyterian
Church before the 10:30 a.m. service. “In years past, we've
always exchanged gifts, but based on the challenges in the
economy, we agreed that this will be an ongoing tradition
during the Christmas holiday,” stated group leader Ginger
Brege, who's been involved in 4H leadership for over 20
years. The group wants to remind people that donations
such as this are accepted all year round. Food pantries in the
Tri-Cities are running short on supplies, especially during
the holiday season.

Club members are excited to continue this new tradition and
plan to give back to the community for years to come.®
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Thanks a Million food pantry
By Mary Weimer

On December 23, 2009, another Thanks a Million West Michi-
gan Mobile Food Panry brought much needed fresh food to
the Fruitport area. The truck was sponsored jointly by the
Fruitport Lions Club and ten local churches.

Volunteers from the Lions Club and the Churches worked
together to help distribute ten thousand Ibs. of food items in
the Fruitport Auditorium parking lot.

Participating churches include Bethel Baptist of Fruitport,
Calvary Temple, Edgewood Lutheran, First Congregational
of Fruitport, Fruitport Christian Reformed, Fruitport Con-
gregational UCC, The Journey Community, Joyful Noise of
Calvary Church, Olivet Evangelical Free Church, and Word
of Hope.
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More details in the next issue of the FAN.
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