
Property, mortgage fraud warning
(Reprinted from the Grand Haven Tribune)

“The Ottawa County Register of Deeds office is en-
couraging everyone in the county who owns land to sign 
up for a simple program that might save property owners 
thousands of dollars and years of aggravation.

“The program, Property Fraud Alert, allows those regis-
tered to be notified every time a property with their name 
on it is registered with the county.

“’Most people don’t realize that property and mortgage 
fraud is the fastest growing white-collar crime in the coun-
try according to statistics provided by the FBI,’ said Ottawa 
County Register of Deeds Gary Scholten.

“The program is part of the new electronic record-
ing system the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 
approved for several departments earlier this year. The 
system, from Fidlar Technologies, Inc. of Rockford, Illinois, 
cost $368,000.

“’It’s like a smoke detector for your property,’ Scholten 
said.

“Scammers usually record a fraudulent quit-claim deed 
with a county register of deeds office, complete with all of 
the legal transaction information and forged signatures 
and then let it sit for several weeks unbeknownst to the 
property owner.

“’Then, the scammers go to a local bank and apply for a 
mortgage for upgrades to the home and often walk away 
with $100,000 or more,’ said Ernest Riggen, chief executive 
officer of the Fidlar Technologies.

“’While the real owner of the property does not owe the 
money, the bank or mortgage company often comes after 
the homeowner and tries to collect the money the bank has 
now lost. It can cost the homeowner thousands of dollars 
to get the matter resolved. It is a lot like identity theft.’

“’Often,’ Fidlar said, ‘scammers hit the homes of “snow-
birds” who are gone for months at a time and don’t know 
there is a problem until it is too late.

“Scholten said he is unaware of any similar incidents 
occurring in Ottawa County so far, but scammers tend to 
move across the country, and he has heard about such scams 
occurring on the east side of the state.

“’Our job is not to tell whether or not a document is 
valid, we just have to register documents, so this type of 
program is invaluable so that people know that someone 
isn’t out there trying to mortgage their property without 
their permission,’ Scholten said.

“The Property Fraud Alert program, he noted, is free.
“The alerts can arrive by e-mail, text message, or by 

phone any time a property is recorded by the register of 
deeds office.

“’And for those who are concerned that their elderly 
parents may be scammed, the children can have their e-
mail or phone number put in so that they are contacted in 
case something happens to their parents’ property,’ Fidlar 
said. 

“Ottawa County is the third county in the state, behind 
Grand Traverse and Ingham counties, to use the Fraud 
Alert system.”
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Everyday Lunch SpecialHam or Turkey 1/4 Gridersm Chips & 12 oz. pop
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(1 Kid 10 and under with each paid adult)

SAVE with

FAN Money

& Coupons
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Gustino’s Specials

(CALL FOR MORE INFO)

1833 E SHERMAN BLVD • MUSKEGON

739-8833 FAX 739-8646
  DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

����

(616) 846-0338 ����
�����������
���������

~ MONDAY ~
Mexican Monday

Everything Mexican $5.00
(Excludes Fajitas)
$3.00 Pitchers

~ TUESDAY ~
Taco Tuesday

$1.00 Hard Shell
$1.25 Soft Shell

~ FRIDAY & SATURDAY ~
After 8pm - Closing on Fri.
12 noon - Closing on Sat.

$5.00 Burritos
$5.00 Mexican Pizza

$5.00 Nacho Supremes

~ THURSDAY ~
Try our Laker Dog Special
Best coney dogs in town!

~ WEDNESDAY ~
12 Chicken Wings $4.99

w/Fries $5.99

14977  Cleveland
1/2 Mile East Of Spring Lake On M-104
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$1.25 Drafts Daily
$4.50 Pitchers

FAN
Money

FAN Coupon Page   •  FAN Coupon Page   •  FAN Coupon Page   •  FAN Coupon Page   •  FAN Coupon Page  

Expires 11/30/08
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Smorgasbord
$2.00 OFF

788-4517  •  7211 Apple Ave.

Smorgasbord

Smorgasbord Hours: Fri. & Sat. 5:00pm - 8:30pm • Sun 11:30am - 3:00pm
Regular Hours: Closed Monday • Tue-Thur 11:00am - 8.00pm • Fri & Sat 11:00am - 8:30pm • Sun 11:30am - 3:00pm

at Maple Island
Muskegon788-4517  •  7211 Apple Ave.

• Fresh Lake Perch  • Fresh Walleye  • Broasted Chicken  • BBQ Ribs 
• Shrimp • Broiled Whitefish  • Dessert Bar  • 40 item Salad Bar

SAMPLE  12" AD
FOR MAY ISSUE 
OF FAN
Please Call 231-865-3135
 if You Have Changes

This Size Ad  $87.48
Fan Money  -$25.00
To Be Billed  $62.48

COUPON FREE 
WITH AD49442

Save with FAN Money & coupons

071207  pa
050608 pa
added c/a 
070208 pa
101208 th

Those who need food, call 
Love INC 777-3905

They will arrange for you to pick the 
food up at a local food pantry.

5905 Grand Haven Rd.
Norton Shores, MI

Monday - Saturday 11 am - 6 pm
Sunday 1-6 pm

OPEN EVERY DAY!

Glaucoma –– A wide spread 
disease
(Submitted by Shoreline Vision)

Of the over two million Americans age 40 and older 
who have glaucoma, half of those are at risk for going blind 
because they do not know they have the disease. You could 
be one of them.

Glaucoma is a group of diseases that gradually steal 
sight without warning. In glaucoma, pressure builds up 
inside the eye. Over time, the pressure build-up causes 
damage to the optic nerve. Although the nerve damage 
is usually associated with elevated pressure inside the 
eye, other factors can be involved. It may begin with the 
loss of peripheral vision and then advance to a reduction 
in central vision. Glaucoma can potentially lead to vision 
loss or blindness. Half of those suffering with the disease 
aren’t aware of it, because in the early stages, patients have 
no symptoms.

“The scary thing about glaucoma is that you don’t know 
you have it; no pain and no lack of vision. Patients come 
in for a simple routine eye exam and they are diagnosed. 
Vision loss from glaucoma can be prevented if it’s detected 
and treated in time,” said Dr. Tim Barron, an opthalmolo-
gist at Shoreline Vision.

So, who’s at risk? “African-Americans over age 40, His-
panics, people with a family history of glaucoma, individu-
als over age 60, people with other health conditions such 
as diabetes, and those who have experienced a serious eye 
injury are considered at risk,” says Dr. Barron. Anyone who 
falls into one or more of these categories should talk with an 
opthalmologist about how often an eye examination should 
be conducted to ensure good vision. Glaucoma affects over 
two million Americans age 40 and older, and is the leading 
cause of blindness among African-Americans. Over 78,000 
Michigan residents are affected, and approximately 30,000 
live in Muskegon and Ottawa counties.

Although glaucoma cannot be cured, early detection 
and treatment can usually preserve vision. Know your risk 
factors and have your eyes examined at the intervals recom-
mended by the opthalmologists at Shoreline Vision.•


