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David Cummings 
Location Manager / Funeral Director

Dignity Funeral 
& Cremation Service

Help with Veterans' Benefits

Ask About:
• 100% Service Guarantee

• Bereavement 
   Travel Program

• National Transferability
 of Pre-Arranged 
Funeral Service

• After Care Support Group

Douglas C. Peterson
Funeral Director

1783 E. Keating Ave., Muskegon, MI 49442 • 231-777-3557

EDGEWOOD LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA

2525 E. Pontaluna Rd. • Fruitport, MI

Communion
every Sunday
Barrier Free

 9:00 a.m. Children & Adult S.S.
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Phone • (231) 865-3300

CLOCK
FUNERAL HOME

GRAND HAVEN - 16777 Lincoln St. - 616-844-4200
MUSKEGON - 1469 Peck St. - 616-722-3721

FRUITPORT - 3593 E. Pontaluna Rd. - 616-865-6151

LOWER PRICES
MORE SERVICE

Kenneth R. Gowell
Funeral Director

For more information please call Ann Ryke at 
(616) 844-4161 or stop by Monday night 6 to 9 p.m. or 

 Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

• Quilters needed!
• Serger operator needed!
• Sewing machine operator needed!
• Just bring yourself
• Have coffee & fellowship with us 
• No experience necessary
• Rides available
• Members of other churches invited

Make New Friends while learning QUILTING 
AND OTHER CRAFTS.  First Congregational Church, 
3212 Pontaluna Rd., across from Edgewood School.

Quilts and rugs are available for purchase.

Regarding obituaries: Abbreviated listings of area deaths 
are provided as a free service by FAN staff. Those wishing 
to have a full obituary printed may submit the complete 
obituary and $20. A photograph may be included with the 
obituary for an additional $5.00. If you know of someone 
who has inadvertently been omitted, please tell us. 

Mr. Merrill James ‘Jim’ Briggs
Mr. Merrill James “Jim” Briggs, age 77, of Muskegon, 

passed away Friday, January 29, 2010. He was born on Au-
gust 5, 1932 to Aaron and Ella (Baker) Briggs.  His wife, the 
former Ann Pastotnik, survives him.

Memorials: Every Woman’s Place, the Muskegon Rescue 
Million or St. Michael’s Catholic Church.

Mr. Richard H. Egeler
Mr. Richard H. Egeler, age 80, of Fruitport, died Monday, 

January 18, 2010. He was born in Leland, Michigan on June 
13, 1929. His wife, the former Harriet Louise Bogner, passed 
away in 2007. 

Memorials: Harbor Hospice.

Mr. William ‘Bill’ L. Graham
Mr. William “Bill” L. Graham, age 74, of Fruitport, passed 

away Saturday, January 23, 2010. He was born to Harold and 
Marion (Herr) Graham in Battle Creek on November 30, 1935. 
His wife, Barbara, survives him.

Memorials: Hospice of North Ottawa Community.

Mr. Richard Joseph ‘Dick’ Hart
Mr. Richard Joseph “Dick” Hart, age 58, of Muskegon, 

passed away Sunday morning, January 24, 2010. He was 
born October 21, 1951 in Muskegon to Barbee F. “Bob” and 
Josephine A. (Fakatty) Hart.

Memorials: Muskegon Catholic Schools’ Educational 
Resources.

Mr. Edward A. Johnson
Mr. Edward A. Johnson, age 72, of Fruitport, passed away 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010. He was a lifelong resident of 
the area.  His wife of 52 years, Beverly, survives him, along 
with four children, 12 grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. 

Mrs. Jessie M. Larson
Mrs. Jessie M. Larson, age 94, of Fruitport, passed away 

Sunday, December 13, 2009. She was born in Central Lake, 
Michigan on June 29, 1915 to Victor and Zella (Wolcott) 
Hemphill and married Einar H. Larson  in 1938. He preceded 
her in death in 2001. 

Memorials: Dr. Martin Luther Evangelical Church or 
V.N.S. Hospice.

Mrs. Joan Pickett
Mrs. Joan Pickett, age 82, of Fruitport Township, passed 

away Tuesday, January 26, 2010. She was born in Chicago, Illi-
nois on April 29, 1927 to Joseph and Bessie “Doris” (Wheway) 
Humphries. Her husband, Donald, died in 2009. 

Memorials: Johnson Family Center for Cancer Care or St. 
Paul’s Church Futures Fund.

Mr. Jeffrey T. ‘Bo’ Poniatowski
Mr. Jeffrey T. “Bo” Poniatowski, age 45, died Saturday, 

December 26, 2009. He was born in Muskegon on November 
20, 1964 to Vincent and Sharon (Wolford) Poniatowski and 
married the former Mary Bergeman in 1987.  She survives 
him.

Mr. Tony Poston
Mr. Tony Poston, age 82, of Fruitport, died Wednesday, 

January 13, 2010. He was born in Missouri on September 
22, 1927 to William and Goldie Poston. His wife, Bonnie, 
survives him.

Mrs. Jonelle (Serra) Richmond
Mrs. Jonelle (Serra) Richmond, age 27, formerly of 

Fruitport, passed away Thursday, January 28, 2010. She was 
a 2001 graduate of Fruitport High School. Her husband, 
Michael, survives her. 

Memorials: Mt. Hope Church, 202 S. Creyts Rd. Lansing, 
MI 48917.
 

Mr. Robert N. Robidoux
Mr. Robert N. Robidoux, age 75, of Fruitport, died Sunday, 

December 27, 2009. He was born May 4, 1934 in Muskegon 
Heights to Earl and Marybelle (Rousell) Robidoux. He mar-
ried the former Carol Walker, who survives him.

Memorials: Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital (Child Life 
Services) in memory of Rosie Hookier, or the Muskegon 
Rescue Mission.

Mrs. Marva Ann Rose 
Mrs. Marva Ann Rose, age 56, of Spring Lake, passed away 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010. She was born June 19, 1953, in 
Muskegon to Jack and Betty Jean (Aney) Aker. She married 
John A. Rose on January 31, 1987. He survives her.

Memorials: Johnson Family Center for Cancer Care.

Mrs. Dora B. Schutter
Mrs. Dora B. Schutter, age 88, formerly of Nunica, died 

on January 21, 2010. She was born in Muskegon on March 
11, 1921 and married Walter Schutter in 1940. He preceded 
her in death. 

Memorials: Mel Trotter Ministries, Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors, or Spectrum Health Hospice.

Mrs. Donna Marie (Baxter) Seeger
Mrs. Donna Marie (Baxter) Seeger, age 77, of Fruitport, 

passed away Friday, February 5, 2010. She was born in 
Hesperia, Michigan on May 5, 1932, to Leonard and Luella 
(Croff) Baxter. She married Harold Seeger in 1951. He sur-
vives her.

Memorials: Hospice of North Ottawa.

Mr. Herbert Frank Snyder
Mr. Herbert Frank Snyder, age 70, of Nunica, passed away 

Saturday, January 23, 2010. He was born in Highland Park 
to Ervine and Lilian (Parnell) Snyder. His wife, the former 
Raymonda Wachter, survives him.

Memorials: Faith Hospice.

Questions to ask when coosing a 
hospice program
(Submitted by Harbor Hospice)

Unless you have had a loved one in hospice care, you prob-
ably have not given much thought to hospice. But when you are 
suddenly faced with end of life care decisions for yourself or 
for a member of your family, what questions should you ask? 
Where should you turn? Harbor Hospice is the first to admit 
that emotions can be overwhelming at this time, so tuck this 
article away in an easily remembered place. The time will come 
when you or someone you love needs this information.

Before making any decisions, take a deep breath, and then 
assess your family situation. If the care is for yourself, what 
would make you most comfortable as the end of life draws 
near? This is your life; what you wish matters. If the care is for 
a loved one, what would make them most comfortable? Where 
is your personal support base? Is there a number of people who 
can help you, or just one or two? What is your family situation? 
Are there family dynamics that might cause you angst?

Consider the following questions when talking with hospice 
providers:

•What services are provided?
•What type of care will the hospice medical director    and 

hospice physician   provide?
•What does hospice do to keep the patient comfortable?
•Are after-hours services available? What exactly does that 

mean?
•What kind of support is available to the family/care-

giver?
•What services do the hospice volunteers provide?
•Is residential hospice care available? If so, ask for details 

and a tour.
•Are services provided in nursing homes, assisted living 

facilities, and adult foster care homes? If so, which facilities 
are in your area? How are these services delivered? 

•How long does it take to enroll someone in hospice care?
•Can you schedule an in-home consultation?
Review the answers and make a determination on the 

best fit for you and your family. Harbor Hospice recognizes 
that deciding it’s time to call is not an easy step to take. The 
most frequently heard comment from our patient families is, 
“We wish we had come into care sooner.” The earlier patients 
select hospice care, the more that can be done to help families 
embrace the precious time they have together. Supportive 
medical, emotional and spiritual services help patients and 
family members through every step of the journey.

For more information on Harbor Hospice, please visit our 
website at www.HarborHospiceMI.org; call us toll free at 
800-497-9559 or email info@HarborHospiceMI.org.•


