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MISSION

Our mission is providing temporary solutions to food 
insecurity while encouraging volunteer groups to 
start their own mobile food pantries or food banks 
for sustainable development and lasting change in 
their communities.

THE PROGRAM

Thanks a Million! West Michigan has a goal of 
distributing 1 million pounds of food to those in need 
across West Michigan through 10,000-pound mobile 
food pantries. Our primary goal is centered on the 
volunteer groups who serve at each mobile food 
pantry. Our objective is to increase the awareness 
of the needs of West Michigan residents, and instill a 
sense of urgency in the volunteer groups to address 
the need in their own communities.

People meet every Saturday at 9 a.m. outside of the

Muskegon abortion clinic to pray the rosary. The number

of people meeting each week is growing! You don’t have to

be Catholic to participate. All are invited to join in prayer

and are welcome to come. The abortion clinic is “Women’s

Medical Services” located at the corner of Apple & Getty.

Muskegon County Right to Life has moved! Our new office

is now located in Seminole Shores 427 Seminole Rd., Suite

202 Norton Shores, MI 49444 (231) 733.6300

Muskegon County Right to Life meets every 4th Monday of

the month and you are welcome to join us and learn more.

Please call 231.733.6300 for meeting details.
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You are invited…
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Thank God for dirty dishes
(Submitted by Judy Brandow)
Thank God for dirty dishes
They have a tale to tell
While other folks go hungry
We’re eating very well.
With home and health and happiness
We shouldn’t want too much
For by this stack of evidence
God’s very good to us.
  Author unknown

Indians ignoring state law
Letter to the Editor: 

My name is Arnie Kelm. I was born here, literally a 
stone’s throw from Lake Michigan, and have lived in West 
Michigan all my life.

For over 100 years, the Michigan legislature held public 
gambling to be illegal. Our state has always been the most 
progressive in social legislation. It seems that we are going 
downhill today.

When the Treaty of 1836 was effected with the Indians 
here, it was described by the newspapers of the day as “fair” 
and “generous.” They also described how the Indians aban-
doned advantages given to them, those being superior to what 
most white settlers lived with.  Indians were given schools, 
teachers, farmland and equipment. They were given annual 
stipends ... money. This money they simply drank up before 
returning home. Yes, it was illegal at that time to sell alcohol...
whiskey... to Indians. However, there were white people then 
to accommodate Indian thirst for whiskey.

In 1923, Congress invited the Indians to become United 
States citizens. The chairman of our Manistee Indian delega-
tion told me that they were United States citizens. At the 
meeting in Fruitport, when told this, many audience mem-
bers supportive of gambling, laughed at the question. They 
were also laughing at the United States Constitution. This 
document, being our basic law, came from efforts over a 200-
year period –– which many people died for. This constitution 
provides for equality under the law. Any law that restricts me 
as a citizen must also restrict the Indians. In Michigan, they 
should have no right to have license to thumb their nose at 
Michigan law that existed for more than 100 years.

I cannot withdraw millions of dollars of real estate from 
tax rolls, and so deprive schools of income and support. 
Yes, the Indians can throw down to us a shameful pittance 
if they desire, being exempt from tax law. Without a vote of 
Western Michigan citizens, Indians are allowed to do this. 
Like a foreign nation, they are allowed to circumnavigate 
Michigan law. Imagine if a Canadian came here to do the 
same thing!

The Indians claim they will bring jobs to Fruitport Town-
ship. They admit that, with corrosive social conditions, they 
will bring minimum wage jobs while stealing local jobs like 
restaurant help. In this way, they will suck local money away 
to other areas and uses, by appealing to greed and the wish 
to get something for nothing.

Indians were fi rst allowed to operate in the Dakotas, 
where they had absolutely nothing to sustain a half-way 
decent living. I met and asked an Indian woman who was 
born and raised in the original casino reservation. I asked if 
the casino had helped. She told me the Indian council was 
doing well, but the general population was no better off, 
economically.

The American tradition calls for secret ballot elections. 
We have been denied this. As legitimate citizens, we have 
lost that right. 

In all the years I have been here, West Michigan has been 
a conservative area. People here have worked hard to make 
it what it is. This is being stolen from us.

Yes, I have been to gambling casinos. There I saw at-
tractive young prostitutes selling their wares. In Canada, 
earnings from casinos go to charity. How many Las Vegas 
gambling interests share in bounty here?

The rights of West Michigan citizens have been ignomin-
iously trampled on by an unelected government agency, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. They have made a dismal mockery 
of democratic procedure.

Yes, we have the lottery. It was sold to us with the 
promise of solving our educational fi nancial problems. It 
never happened.

We need this cancer reversed.
    Arnie Kelm
    391 E. Pontaluna

OFD: Too few restrooms 
Letter to the Editor:

It has been brought to my attention by numerous people 
that they are not satisfi ed with the lack of public restrooms 
during Old Fashioned Days. Many complain that the lines 
are too long. I, myself, have experienced this. I stood in line 
the night of the fi reworks for about half an hour. I talked to 
several different people with the same concerns about the 
long waits. 

Other than the pavilion restrooms, there were no more 
than 30 portable restrooms, with thousands of people coming 
out for the festivities. I hope that we can fi nd a way to resolve 
the problem next year so that anyone in desperate need of 
a restroom can do so without a long wait, so that they may 
enjoy their time in our beautiful town as much as possible.

    Harry Wojahn

Independence
By Al Schneider

I’ll confess that I’m not the most zealous observer of 
Independence Day. There’s far too much noise to make it 
enjoyable and much too little serious refl ection on the day’s 
meaning to make it relevant. Why can’t we all devote the day 
to silent contemplation?

I know. This is the Christmas Grinch, resurrected to 
spoil yet another festive holiday. Just another dour Calvin-
ist fearful that someone, somewhere, might enjoy him- or 
herself. Independence is, after all, something to celebrate. 
It’s as American as apple pie. C’mon let’s shoot off another 
round of fi recrackers to demonstrate our love of country. 
Let’s make sure the entire neighborhood benefi ts from our 
raucous behavior. This is no time for babies and old men to 
nap. Let the games begin!

Just how patriotic are we as a nation? Are we still proud 
like the founding citizens who formed our government? We 
have used freedom to make ours the most successful and 
charitable nation on earth. We have used our strength to 
support the weak and we have used our ability to produce 
food to assist the hungry worldwide. It’s amazing what a 
free nation can do.  There is simply no nation like ours. God 
has blessed us.

But all is not well in the land. Lord Acton warned us 
about power grabbing. There’s a lot of that going on right 
now –– power-grabbing politics –– when loyalty to a political 
party is of greater interest than loyalty to country. “Power 
corrupts. Absolute  power corrupts absolutely.” We’re seeing 
Acton’s words shamefully being played out before our eyes. 
Meanwhile, loyalty to country has become a quirky concept 
reserved mostly for the military.

Dumb me. I once thought that the moment given to al-
legiance to the fl ag that we expressed back in the schoolroom 
was a refl ection of the nation’s love and devotion to country. 
Maybe at one time, it was. Or maybe it still is, except in 
Washington. Now, every decision our legislators make must 
be weighted against political advantage. We don’t even care 
about protecting our own borders, without fi rst determin-
ing which political party will benefi t from such protection. 
Aren’t we Americans fi rst?

And then there is that other little item that once defi ned 
us –– The U.S. Constitution! This document is every bit as 
vital to the nation as the Bible is to Christianity. In truth, both 
documents have largely been relegated to the trash heap. 
The federal government is so much better able to govern our 
“needs” when  unencumbered by outdated rules. Have we 
not all borne witness to this?

Once again, on this Fourth of July, I will leave the noise 
making to others. Instead, I will isolate myself in my apart-
ment. There, I will say a little prayer for the nation. I’m of the 
opinion that God still hears.•

Editorial:
Help return ‘In God we Trust’
to every schoolroom
(Submitted by the American Family Association)

“Faith in God has been the foundation of the United 
States of America since Thomas Jefferson wrote the Decla-
ration of Independence, which refers to the ‘Creator’ as the 
source of all our fundamental human rights and in which the 
Founders expressed   their ‘fi rm reliance on the protection 
of Divine Providence’.

“Rep. Randy Forbes of Virginia has authored the ‘In God 
We Trust’ Resolution (H. Con. Res. 274), which reaffi rms ‘In 
God We Trust’ as our national motto and urges the motto to 
be publicly displayed ‘in all public buildings, public schools, 
and other government institutions.’

“This phrase was adopted in law as our offi cial national 
motto in 1956, but had appeared on our coinage since 1865. 
In fact, the last piece of legislation Abraham Lincoln signed 
before his assassination authorized the use of ‘In God We 
Trust’ on all coins minted in the United States.

“The words ‘In God We Trust’ appear over the entrance 
to the Senate Chamber and above the Speaker’s rostrum in 
the House Chamber.

“If these words are good enough for the chambers of 
Congress, good enough for all our coins and all our cur-
rency, and good enough to serve as our national motto, they 
are good enough to appear on the walls of every classroom 
in America.

“Currently, 73 bipartisan members of Congress have 
signed on as co-sponsors of Rep. Forbes’ resolution. If your 
representative is one of those 73, thank him today.

“If your representative is not one of those 73, urge him 
to become a co-sponsor today. What possible reason could 
he have to oppose this?

“We all recognize the need to return God to His proper 
place in our public life and especially in our system of public 
education. You can help return this nation to God by contact-
ing your representative today!

“Take action. Send an email to your representative to-
day in support of the ‘In God We Trust’ Resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 274), which reaffi rms ‘In God We Trust’ as our national 
motto and urges the motto to be publicly displayed ‘in all 
public buildings, public schools, and other government 
institutions.’”


