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Bill Cooper speaking at the CMRE (Committee for 
Monetary Research and Education) in New York, with Bill 

Beach from the Heritage Foundation.

In 2010, who do we most need 
to represent us in Congress?

❏ Someone with a lot of political experience

❏ A professional athlete

❏ A business leader and job creator

❏ None of the above

Bill Cooper is the only candidate 
that has been a successful business 
leader and job creator for 25 years.
• Created more than 500 West Michigan jobs

• Created numerous successful businesses:

    Billy the Printer Quality 
Printing & Copy Centers, 
Omni Fitness Clubs, Card 
Sharks Thermography, 
Muskegon Fury Hockey, 
Pro Travel, Big Time 
Communications, Great 
Lakes Jet, Crossroads 
Business Center, AMG 
Business Centers, City 
Outdoor Advertising

• Has never laid off an employee in 25 years

• Has been an Entrepreneur of the Year fi nalist 4 
times with 4 different businesses

• Bank Director for 12 years for publicly held 
bank

• Instrument rated pilot

• A faithful servant, husband and father

a

Business owners exist in a world where there is a 90% 
failure rate. They live with the consequences of every 
decision they make. We need more people to represent us 
that have found a way to survive, succeed and lead in the 
diffi cult and challenging business world.

I am proud of the jobs I’ve created in West Michigan and 
I am prepared to fi ght for Michigan jobs in Congress. 
With the help and support of West Michigan voters, that’s 
exactly what I intend to do.

PAID FOR BY BILL COOPER FOR CONGRESS
800 Ellis Rd. Norton Shores, MI 49441 • 231.799.4990

www.billcooperforcongress.com

A man took his girlfriend 
to a Chinese restaurant for 
dinner. Looking at the menu, 
he asked, “How would 
you like your rice – fried or 
boiled?”

“Thrown, ” she answered.
Many are anxious to get 

married. But it’s better to be happily unmarried than to be 
unhappily married. 

So take the Lord into your plans. Then after marriage 
you won’t be bothered about alibis and alimony. 

Many a marriage would be happy if the couple 
remembered this: their hearts belong to each other but their 
souls belong to the Lord. 

The Bible says, “Each one of you must love his wife as 
he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”

Visit us at: www.TheSower.com.

And the consequences continue
By Walter Soderstrom

In continuing the theme of covetousness, I would like to 
call attention to some more of the consequences that David 
suffered as a result of the sins recorded in II Samuel, chapter 
12. As part of the revolt of David’s son Absalom, David the 
king was forced to fl ee from the city of Jerusalem, and in the 
process, was insulted and harassed by a man named Shimei, 
a relative of the former king, Saul. As David and others were 
moving away from Jerusalem, Shimei came out and cursed 
and threw stones and dirt at David, which must have been 
very humiliating to David, the king.

Strangely enough, when one of the group offered to 
cut off the head of Shimei, David would not hear of it, and 
even claimed that the Lord had instructed Shimei to curse 
him. Why he would have said so (II Samuel 16:9-10) is hard 
to imagine. Also very surprising is the fact that at that time, 
David protected Shimei, but later (I Kings 2:8-9), he advised 
his son Solomon to kill him. And later, that did occur.

Another adverse situation, recorded in II Samuel 20:1-2 
was the revolt by a man named Sheba, who was also a Ben-
jamite like Shimei. Sheba said, in verse one,  that they had no 
part with David; and verse two says that those of the tribes of 
Israel followed him, while the men of the tribe of Judah fol-
lowed David. Sheba’s death is recorded in verses 21 and 22.

In II Samuel, chapter 24, there is a profound, though 
somewhat enigmatic, situation involving David and his act 
of numbering the people. II Samuel, chapter 24, verse one 
says that the Lord was angry at Israel, so he moved David to 
number the people, which had very serious consequences, 
which I referred to in a previous article. In I Chronicles, chap-
ter 21, verse 1, it says that it was Satan who provoked David 
to number the people, which might have been similar to the 
story of Balaam, in Numbers, chapter 22, where God fi rst told 
Balaam in verse 12 not to go with Balak’s men; while in verse 
35, the angel of the Lord gave permission, with limitations, 
to go with the men. 

Anyway, as mentioned previously, David’s act of num-
bering the people resulted in the deaths of 70,000 men (I 
Chronicles 21:14) which was one more event in the chain of 
consequences after the proclamation by Nathan, the prophet 
in II Samuel 12:9-12.•

Misunderstanding God’s grace
By Reverend R. A. Shackles

In Romans 6:1, Paul asked a famous question: “What 
shall we say then? Shall we continue to sin that grace may 
abound? He had been speaking of the relationship between 
the law and sin. He had been writing how that God, through 
Christ, takes the sin that is defi ned by law, how by His grace 
He brought great good out of it.  As Paul said (Romans  5:21), 
“that as sin reigned in death (Adam’s offense), even so grace 
might reign through righteousness to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

It was then that Paul asked his question. That it is hardly 
merely rhetorical is implicit in the very asking. Certainly it 
is not hard to believe that there were people who suggested 
exactly that, that if God by His grace can take sin and resolve 
His own good purpose out of it, why not increase grace by 
increasing sin? Paul gives the obvious answer: “Certainly 
not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” His 
argument goes on, establishing the church’s response that 
grace is not pursued by sin, but by seeking to live by the grace 
of the Good News.

So it was for nigh onto 20 centuries –– except for contem-
porary societal life in which it would appear that our culture 
today seems to be operating on the principle that since God 
brings great good by applying His grace to our sin, so there-
fore let’s just give God much and more with which to work 
His “magic!” In short, our society today is marked more by 
open and unapologetic evil than ever before in history! Nor 
are Christians all blameless in this. To review what the church 
tolerates in may quarters, that “Let’s sin so God has lots of ma-
terial to work His grace on!” is more than a little popular!

So the question comes before us: Why is the church not 
in a major assault on the evil that describes today’s life?  Why 
do some churches excuse it, suggesting it’s not all that criti-
cal? The problem is, as St. James notes, that to sin in one part 
is to be guilty of the whole law, offending against the grace 
of God. If God’s people will not fi ght this evil in our society 
–– whatever her reasons –– our decadent society will sooner 
or later self-destruct. Misunderstanding God’s grace is a 
danger to our immortal souls. Why are we not fi ghting more 
vigorously against evil? Hand wringing won’t do! Defeating 
militant offenders against God’s eternal law must be our goal 
and militantly active intent!•

The Fruitport Middle School Band had the 
opportunity to strut their stuff during the OFD parade. 
(Photo by Perry Burns.)

The Muskegon Rescue Mission 
needs your help
(Submitted by the Muskegon Rescue Mission)

We need gently used children’s apparel and school uni-
forms for our “Back to School Clothing Give Away” to be held 
on Tuesday, August 31 and Wednesday, September 1, 2010.

Donations may be taken to the men’s shelter (400 W. 
Laketon Avenue);  the women’s shelter (1691 Peck Street) or 
the thrift stores, 2019 E. Apple Avenue and 1639 Sherman 
Boulevard.

Please designate that the clothes are for the school cloth-
ing give away.

Thank you for your continued caring and support of 
this ministry.

For more information, contact the Muskegon Rescue 
Mission at (231) 727-6090.•

An “old-fashioned” favorite is the Lions Club 
Ox Roast. Members Jim Feldt, Carl Werner and Rich 
Werschem were on hand to welcome you with smiling 
faces. (Photo by Marilee Beck.) 

Earn your high school diploma or 
GED at Fruitport Adult Education
(Submitted by Fruitport Community Schools)

You can earn your high school diploma or GED, secure 
a job, become more competitive in the job market, or just 
improve your reading or math skills by attending Adult 
Education classes in Fruitport.

Enroll at Fruitport Adult Education beginning on 
August 23 for diploma or GED classes. Registration closes 
September 29, 2010.

High School Diploma: We will assess your transcript 
to determine your educational needs to earn a high school 
diploma. Free classes are offered in English, social studies, 
math, business, computers, science, and life skills.

GED: We offer GED preparation classes if you wish to 
earn your GED. These free classes will help you pass the GED 
tests. We also provide GED testing. Testing is $50 per test , 
but is free if you take the GED preparation classes. There are 
fi ve tests that you must pass to receive your GED. Prep classes 
are offered during our morning and evening hours.

Adult Basic Education (ABE): Classes are offered for 
improvement in reading, spelling, grammar, math, life 
skills, computers, etc. Classes are free if you do not have a 
high school diploma.

Credit Recovery: Night classes are available to senior 
high school students needing additional credit. Area high 
school counselors must refer the student to the class. A 
tuition fee of $75 per 1⁄4 credit or $150 per 1⁄2 credit will be 
charged upon enrollment.

Registration is the week of August 23 through 26 and the 
week of August 30 through September 2 in portable #3.

Monday through Thursday mornings, 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and Monday, Tuesday, Thursday evenings 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m.

If you cannot make it at the above days/times, come to 
the classrooms during school hours (Monday through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; or Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
5:30 to 9:30 p.m.) after September 7 to register.

The Fruitport Adult Education Center is located behind 
the tennis courts and north of Fruitport High School. Classes 
are held in portable units #1 and #2. Portable #3 is the adult 
education offi ce. 

We welcome the opportunity to help you reach your 
goals. If you are interested in investing in your future, call 
Marilyn Reichardt, director, at (231) 865-4130.•


