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Host families are neededHost families are neededHost families are needed
Give your family a gift that lasts a lifetime when you host

an exchange student.
CETUSA a Non profi t organization is looking for

Loving host families for international exchange students
You can choose to host a student from one of many countries:

Austria, Brazil, Germany, Holland, China, Korea, etc.
(for 5 months, 10 months)

Benefi t your family, church, school and community 
Students bring their own insurance and spending money.

Call Sunfl ower Swan for more information
At (231) 865-7984 or email tsswan@juno.com

EDLs a popular option
(Submitted by Michigan Department of State)

More than 170,000 applications have been received for 
Michigan’s enhanced driver’s license (EDL) since it became 
available in April, 2009.

Enhanced licenses are equipped with the technology to 
speed up border crossings and deter fraud. They cost $45 
and enhanced state identifi cation cards are $30. Applicants 
receive them in two to three weeks.

The EDL meets the requirements of the federal Western 
Hemisphere Travel Initiative for land or sea border re-entry 
to the United States and eliminates the need to carry mul-
tiple ID documents when returning to the U.S. from Canada, 
Mexico, Bermuda, or the Caribbean. The card has been most 
popular among residents heading to Canada, such as sports-
men, day travelers and vacationers. 

Enhanced drivers licenses are available to Michigan resi-
dents who are U.S. citizens. To apply, residents may visit any 
Secretary of State branch offi ce. The application process is 
relatively easy for those who already have a current Michi-
gan driver’s license. They only need to present proof of a 
valid Social Security number and U.S. citizenship in addition 
to their Michigan driver’s license. EDLs are offered for vol-
untary purchase and are not required.

For more information, visit www.Michigan.gov/sos.•

Memorial Day honoring our heroes
By Reverend William Randall

Memorial Day seems to be the beginning of summer, 
though offi cially it is still a few weeks away. The holiday 
means parades, trips to the beaches, cookouts, picnics and 
other entertainments, but it is far more than this. Memorial 
Day is one of the patriotic days to honor our heroes who 
have served in the military, especially those who died for 
freedom’s cause.

General John A. Logan offi cially inaugurated Memorial 
Day as “Decoration Day” in 1866 in Waterloo, New York. 
Graves of the Civil War’s dead were decorated and ceremo-
nies have been held in communities across the United States 
ever since. The fi rst use of the name “Memorial Day” was in 
1882. This name became more commonly used after World 
War II. It was declared the offi cial name by federal law in 
1967.

The fi rst observance preceded General Logan’s celebra-
tion by one year in Charleston, South Carolina at a location 
now called Hampton Park. The site had been a Confeder-
ate prison camp where many Union soldiers died and were 
placed in a mass grave. Immediately after the cessation of 
the war, former slaves exhumed the bodies from the mass 
grave and re-interred them properly in individual graves. 
They built a fence around it and declared it a “Union grave-
yard.” The work was completed in 10 days. In May, 1865, the 
Charleston newspaper reported that a crowd of 10,000, in-
cluding 2,800 children, celebrated with sermons, songs, and 
a picnic on the grounds, thereby creating the fi rst Decoration 
Day.

Today our thoughts go to more recent wars. The First 
World War is memorialized through the poem, In Flanders 
Fields. It is often used at Memorial Day observances. The 
words here reproduced are meaningful because they inspire 
us to value freedom and to defend it. 

In Flanders Fields
By John McCrae

In Flanders fi elds the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fl y
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fi elds.

Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fi elds.

The words were written by John McCrae, a Canadian 
physician serving troops near the border between France and 
Belgium. He wrote In Flanders Fields to honor comrades who 
had died in the war. Not long after he penned the words, 
he joined the dead in Flanders Fields. While caring for the 
wounded, he looked out from the fi eld tent and saw poppies 
that grew profusely there.

The red poppy is a symbol of Memorial Day. Today, 
veteran’s organizations distribute artifi cial poppies to raise 
money for the placing of fl ags on veteran’s graves. Though 
graves of those who served in the Armed Forces are deco-
rated on that day, it has also become a time when families 
place plants or fl oral arrangements on the graves of deceased 
loved ones. However, Memorial Day is a special patriotic 
day when we express our gratitude and stop to honor those 
who gave their lives for freedom’s cause. Though interesting 
fl oats might pass by in a Memorial Day parade, the greatest 
thrill is to see veterans in uniform carrying the American fl ag 
down Main Street.•
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