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CARR'S LANDSCAPE 
SUPPLIES

Beautiful Blue Grass Sod 
Delivered to your site for 

less than 21¢ sq. ft.*

* IN THE MUSKEGON AREA

WE FEATURE FORK LIFT PLACING 
AT NO EXTRA CHARGE.

5970 AIRLINE ROAD
FRUITPORT

865-6876

www.classiccomputersales.com
(Laketon & Evanston) 

 (231) 773-5957

We repair computer towers and laptops.
Virus clean up.

Monday-Thursday:  10am to 7pm
Friday:  10 am to 8 pm

Saturday:  10 am to 4 pm

American Sales Company

752 Pine St. at Western, Downtown Muskegon
725-9115

Ken, the picture 
framer, has 1,500
frame styles to 
choose from.

SUNLOVER’S TANNING
281 THIRD ST
231-865-2105

1 MONTH UNLIMITED TANNING
ONLY $22.00

Hours
Mon - Thurs  9 - 9
Fri  9 - 8
Sat & Sun 9 - 6

Save with
FAN Money

SUMMER SPECIALS
STARTING IN JUNE!

New and Reconditioned
Sales and Service

Don Brott- owner
Joe Brott- service

Footloose performance held at 
Fruitport High School
By Brooke Cochran

Deep breathe in. You hear the murmur of the anxiously 
awaiting audience. In the pit of your stomach you feel the 
flutter of panicked excitement. The past 10 weeks of rigor-
ous rehearsals all come down to this moment; three nights 
of recognition are your reward for your efforts thus far. The 
lights come up and you take your first step into the world 
of memorable characters, costumes, songs, sets, and dance. 
These are a few of the emotions felt as an actor at Fruitport 
High School.

This past March, 
Fruitport High School stu-
dents performed their ren-
dition of the 1980s classic, 
Footloose. Although the three 
performances were astound-
ing, the audience only had 
the opportunity to see the 
talented students in character 
and on the stage. I was fortu-
nate enough to get a glimpse 
behind the curtain; for one 
night, four of Fruitport’s fin-
est, and the wonderful Ms. 
Bowman shared their experi-
ences in preparing for the explosive show, Footloose.

In order for a show to come to life, one must begin by 
selecting what script to work with. During my conversation 
with Sarah Bowman, Fruitport High School’s choir teacher, 
she shared that her approach to choosing a show is to alter-
nate audience targets each year; one year, a family-directed 
show, and the following, a show that is designed with the 
adolescent audience in mind. Once a show is selected, an en-
tirely new process begins –– auditions. Although the audi-
tion process is often intimidating, a student’s desire for the 
art of performance is what will earn him or her a spot on the 
cast list. After singing for the directors and group movement 
auditions, it’s time for the directors to deliberate which actor 
best fits a particular character.

Once the cast was chosen, Ms. Bowman began with 
what she called a “dance and music intensive” two weeks of 

rehearsals. The choreographer, Bethanie Swier, aided in eas-
ing the pressure placed on the cast’s dancing; in only two 
weeks the entire cast learned to jump high, get low, and get 
a “footloose”.

Besides the technicalities of rehearsals and auditions, 
students are the real and only reason these presentations con-
tinue year after year. When asked what one thing she wanted 
to relay to the readers, Ms. Bowman was quick to answer 
that, “We wouldn’t do it [the productions] if not for the stu-
dents.” The students’ passion proves that it’s all worth the 
work. As I spoke with sophomore Julia Steudle (the play’s 
Ariel Moore), she expressed that Fruitport has so many kids 
involved and talented in theater; and that each cast becomes 
like a new family. She went on to say that if Fruitport Schools 
took away or limited the arts, the family of the theater would 
be torn apart. Thankfully, Fruitport Schools and the com-
munity continue to support the creativity of the students. 
All three students returning for the 2010/2011 school year 
(junior Brandon Dahlman, freshman Jackson Fitzgerald, 
and Julia Steudle) plan on doing theater again; and senior 
Allison Tousley’s theater experience has not been limited to 
Fruitport, but this fall she will attend the American Musical 
and Dramatic Academy in New York. Allison is an excellent 
example of why theater in schools and communities should 
be supported.

Personally, I can’t wait for the next performance at 
Fruitport. This show was filled with much passion and hard 
work, I know that future performances will be just as thrill-
ing and inspiring as Footloose.•

Chariots of Fire
By Lynn Edlund

More and more of you are learning about us and are 
very satisfied with our services! We are getting a solid base 
of regulars who are our best source of advertising.

We offer a valuable service, especially to the baby 
boomers who are still working but have to take mom and 
dad, or grandma, aunt or uncle, to the doctor or hospital for 
tests and procedures. Many have bought season passes –– a 
book of many prepaid trips so all they need to do is give us 
a call and say, “Please pick up mom again and take her to 
the doctor Tuesday at 10 a.m.” We’ve even had them ask 
us to bring grandma in her wheelchair in our handicapped 
lift van to meet them at a restaurant for dinner. It’s great for 
them; and for grandma, who would otherwise not be able 
to join them.

But we serve many youngsters as well who don’t have 
transportation –– especially those who have one, two, or 
three appointments a week, like dialysis or chemo and who 
have maxed out their friends who can take them. Between 
insurance costs and the rising price of gas, many younger 
people just can’t afford to have a car of their own. We cer-
tainly understand those problems, as well.

And remember, as we’ve told you before, many of your 
health insurance plans provide for medical transportation –
– but THEY DON’T ADVERTISE IT! They are trying to save 
on their costs at YOUR expense. For instance, none of the 
printed literature from Humana, my husband’s insurance, 
listed that service. It wasn’t until he actually called them 
that they said it was provided! Now, everyone’s policy is 
different, even from the same company, which is the reason 
you must call your own company and ask. Some plans offer 
a limited number of trips to medical appointments. Often, 
we find our clients using our services in the winter when 
they don’t want to drive.

We are linked with Disability Connection and have 
transported several blind clients who are delighted with our 
care and compassion as well as our prompt service. We have 
a couple of regulars whom we take to Perkins for breakfast 
once a week and then on to their other stops.

Did we mention airport transportation trips? Yes! We 
do that as well, and at a substantial savings. We’ve taken 
people shopping and to the movies, but we’ve made trips all 
the way across Michigan to the University of Michigan Hos-
pital as well. We do it all, and we cover the state of Michigan 
–– all for YOU!•

Seeking donations for a worthy 
cause
By Mary Weimer

Photographer Kevin Reedy is being locked up for Jerry’s 
Kids and the Muscular Distrophy Association (MDA). He is 
seeking donations to reach his goal of $1,600 by June 2, 2010. 
The money donated to bail him out of jail will go to MDA.

If you have any questions, you may call Kevin at (616) 
340-3746 or (616) 837-7788. To donate, visit the website: www.
joinmda.org/grandhavenlockup2010/kreedyphotography.•

Pioneer Resources offers food 
certification classes
(Submitted by Pioneer Resources)

All food service operations in Muskegon County must 
have a ServSafe certified individual present at any time 
food is being made or served for public consumption. With a 
certified instructor on staff, Pioneer Resources in Muskegon 
now offers ServSafe certification classes to help meet the 
needs of local vendors. 

All proceeds from the ServSafe classes will go directly 
to programs which support employment of people with dis-
abilities.

Class Details:
•Pioneer Resources will come to any corporate location 

requesting classes or classes may be held in Pioneer Resourc-
es’ training facility.

•Classes consist of eight hours of interactive instruction 
and practice tests. A typical class is broken into two, four-
hour sessions with a study day after each class, followed by 
testing.

•Classes cost $100 per person with an eight-person 
minimum. The class price does include test-taking time. A 
10 percent discount is given to nonprofit entities, and groups 
of 10 or more. Books are available to rent at $20, or can be 
purchased for $80. A test-only option is available for those 
who do not need the class time or for recertification for $45 
per person.

Contact Rich Thorstenson at (231) 773-5355, extension 
211, or email rthorstenson@pioneerresources.org. to sched-
ule a class.

For more information on ServSafe, visit the website, 
www.servsafe.com. For more information about Pioneer Re-
sources, visit www.pioneerresources.org.


