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Political commentary, etc.
Letter to the Editor:

Breaking news: The Muskegon Area Intermediate School 
District (MAISD) is seeking to widen its empire to privatized 
school bus service. The MAISD has already privatized and 
administers substitute teachers for most area schools. The 
MAISD wants to administer a county privatized school bus 
service, thus increasing its empire and further justifying its 
sorry and very expensive existence, all supported by us by 
an extremely high county MAISD property tax take.

That’s right, Muskegon County property taxpayers pay 
a huge chunk of our property taxes to the MAISD so that it 
can have exorbitantly high MAISD administrative salaries, 
highly inflated staff salaries, premier health insurance, and 
lavish defined pensions –– all with your property tax dollars, 
while they have greatly cut the pay and retirement of substi-
tute teachers. Now they want to do the same with this area’s 
school bus drivers. Next it will be all school custodians; then 
school administrative support staff; and then teachers’ pay 
and benefits. And this will happen while MAISD admin-
istrators and staff continue to receive their lavish, inflated 
salaries, health insurance benefits, and defined pensions.

Ask around and you will find very few, if any, area 
teachers who think the MAISD is worth all the property 
tax money we send its way year after year. It’s time for a 
change. Support school board candidates who promise to 
cut MAISD property taxes by 75 percent, starting this year. 
Have your county commissioner put that on the August, 
2010 ballot to reduce by 75 percent MAISD property taxes; 
and then vote to cut them off before they use their power 
and influence to privatize school bus drivers, school custo-
dians, school lunches, etc. and hire cheap labor to bus and 
feed your children.

And know this. I remember when Fruitport School Su-
perintendent Dan Bird privatized the Fruitport Schools lunch 
program, thus greatly reducing the quality and quantity of 
food available to our local students, and with the resulted 
savings, the school board, including the present Fruitport 
School Board president, voted to give Bird a fat salary in-
crease and a nice increase in his school pension, while great-
ly reducing the pay and benefits of school lunch personnel. 
It’s time for a change. Had enough yet? Then do something.

     Max Riekse
     7010 S. Brooks

FAN Editorial:
Privatizing school bus 
transportation in Fruitport

The Fruitport administration and school board will be 
discussing the idea of hiring a private company to transport 
Fruitport students to and from their respective schools in 
their next school board meeting on Monday, May 24 at the 
Fruitport Middle School.

In this economy, the idea that more people will be los-
ing jobs is unthinkable; yet that is one of the repercussions 
should Fruitport Schools make that decision. Why should 
we be trying to balance the budget on the backs of those who 
are paid the least and are the most underappreciated?

Obviously, private companies are making money. They 
have profit-based incentives to keep costs as low as possible, 
saving the schools money at the expense of the safety of our 
children.

Bus drivers have a sense of pride and ownership in the 
schools and our children, too. They live, work and vote here. 
They wipe noses, comfort scared or nervous kids, and see 
to the safety of all Fruitport school students. Because the 
private companies pay lower wages with no benefits, the 
turnover rate of personnel is high. There is no guarantee that 
adequate background checks are done. You never know who 
your children are on the bus with. 

Another issue is that of the buses. Availability of a lim-
ited number of vehicles can become an issue. And in the 
bond proposal passed in February of this year, a portion of 
that approved money was designated for purchasing buses. 
If our school system sells their buses to a private company, 
can they buy them back if things don’t work out? 

And despite the figures quoted in the bids of potential 
providers, quite often those bids do not include athletic, ex-
tra-curricular, or field trip vehicle needs. And, what of the 
possibility of an early emergency dismissal? Will there be an 
adequate number of buses available in a short time?

Delays and problems beyond our control can result 
from privatization. Despite having a comprehensive moni-
toring system in place, there are no guarantees. No way to 
know for certain if the contacted company is abiding by the 
terms of the contract or if everyone is completely satisfied 
with the service.

Let your voice be heard. Attend the school board meet-
ing on May 24, or contact one of the following: (all are 231 
area code)

Superintendent Bob Szymoniak  865-3154 
President Betty Kinney  733-4242
Dave Hazekamp   865-6766
Patricia Stressman   865-6220
Elroy Buckner   733-0692
Ted Cerniglia    788-3754
Robert German   366-7026
Ben Gillette    767-9629•

Lord, open my lips…Psalm 51:17

If you were stranded on a desert island, and had 
pen, paper and a bottle, the note you could write 
and put in that bottle could save your life.  Before 
sealing it and throwing it in the sea, you would 
make sure that you put your very best effort 
behind what you said.

So it is with conversations you have about abor-
tion.  Some day they may save a life.  Conduct 
them well.

Prayer:  Give me confidence, O Lord, at every 
moment in which I will need to speak on this 
topic. Open my lips, that I may save lives.

Muskegon Co. Right to Life

Prolife
Reflection

A Mother’s Day tribute
By R. A.Shackles

After years of listening to pro-choice advocates telling 
their horror stories, I have my story to tell –– a story of life. 
It is about a young woman, unemployed in a depression 
time. She had two little girls, one three, one five. Husband 
had simply disappeared. She was pregnant –– no job, no 
benefits, no resources. She was totally dependent on her 
sister for all her needs.

She had a rather well to do aunt, whose husband 
owned a drug store. This aunt was determined to resolve 
her niece’s “problem.” She pressured her relentlessly to 
have an abortion. They were not then legal, but “Aunt Ann” 
had connections. As well, she would pay all the expenses.

But the young mother had respect for life and ada-
mantly refused that offer. She determined she would have 
this baby. She would work everything out somehow. But 
she would not kill the baby growing in her body. So she 
gave birth to a very healthy boy.

That was 80 years ago, and for those 80 years not one 
day passes that I do not give thanks to God for the mother 
who gave me my life; who refused to take that awful step 
that would have made this essay impossible.  My mother 
loved life. She made sure I would have a life. It is why I 
treasure life and why I refuse all the horror stories as justi-
fication for abortion. That is why I am enthusiastically Pro-
Life! I know the cost; I know the hope when we listen to 
God’s word and choose life!• 

Carla and Jim Rodgers honored 
by benefit
Letter to the Editor:

First, we would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, love, and support over the last 10 months. It has 
made the challenge of fighting breast cancer less terrifying. 
On March 20, our friends and family joined together to give 
us a wonderful benefit at the Fruitport Auditorium to help 
cover our medical expenses. The outpouring of support 
from everyone was overwhelming. We live in a wonderful 
community.

We would like to give Terri and Bob Helton a special 
thank you for starting this great event. So many people 
gave up time with their families to come together and make 
the benefit such a great success. To all the donors who gave 
so generously for the raffles and prize drawings, as well as 
food donations for the great picnic party, thank you! To our 
D.J. John Jay and Brian, who was the emcee, thank you for 
a great job. To Sandy Gardner, thank you for all your help 
with the benefit, and to all the volunteers for your hard 
work in making it a day to remember.

A special “thank you” to our family, our Lappo Lumber 
family, our Sethco Lumber family, and all our dear friends 
for your outpouring of love and support. We are truly 
blessed to have so many wonderful people in our lives.

We truly appreciate all of you who came to spend your 
afternoon with us. It was wonderful seeing everyone.

We were blessed again on April 17 with a benefit con-
cert at Forest Park Covenant Church. Thank you so much 
for the donation of your church for the concert. The Lef-
fring Sisters and family donated a wonderful performance 
of music and song, to the delight of everyone who attend-
ed. Thank you for your generous gift. We were honored 
by your performance and thoughtfulness. To everyone who 
helped make the concert possible,  “thank you!”

    God Bless all of you,
    Carla and Jim Rodgers

Right to Life group holds monthly 
meetings
(Submitted by Muskegon County Right to Life)
 Muskegon County Right to Life meets every fourth 
Monday of the month at 423 W. Norton Avenue, Suite 111, 
and invites you to come and join us. Please call (231) 733-6300 
for more information. Everyone is invited.•

Only the beginning…
By Walter Soderstrom

In the last issue, I called attention to the story about Da-
vid coveting a woman, Bathsheba, who was already married 
to a man named Uriah, a Hittite, and the judgement that was 
decreed by God, through the prophet Nathan. It was that 
the child conceived by adultery would die, which did occur; 
that the sword would never depart from David’s household, 
(which also occurred in the years that followed); that God 
would raise up evil against David out of his own household, 
which occurred by David’s own sons trying to take David’s 
kingdom from him; and that someone else would take Da-
vid’s wives and adulterate them, with knowledge by the 
public. All this was prophesied in II Samuel, chapter 12.

II Samuel, chapter 15 tells of one occurrence of David’s 
experiencing trouble of a serious nature, from one of his 
own sons, Absalom. It tells how Absalom, by scheming and 
treachery, conspired with others to take the kingdom from 
his father, David,  by stealth and also by force. This covetous-
ness by Absalom led to bloodshed and death for many, even 
Absalom, as told in chapter 18.

In chapter 15, we are told that David, the King of Is-
rael, fled from Jerusalem with others, for an escape from the 
threat of the loss of his own life and that of others.

Later (chapter 18, verse 33) David expresses conflicting 
emotions, weeping for the loss of his son, Absalom, even 
though Absalom had conspired to kill whomever was neces-
sary to take the kingdom away from his father. Often, hu-
man life has very little value to someone who covets wealth 
and control of people. This is only the beginning of the con-
sequences that David suffered because of his coveting of 
Bathsheba. 

A scripture that seems applicable here is James 1:14, 15, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed. Then, 
when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin. And sin, when it 
is finished, brings forth death, just as it did when Adam and 
Eve sinned, and as a result, brought the curse of death on all 
mankind, as stated in Romans, chapter five.•

The promise
By Al Wezeman

According to the revelation in the book of Genesis in 
the Holy Bible, humans became estranged from their creator 
God because they disobeyed the command of God.

God made us in His image (God is spirit) and gave us 
a physical body. God told us we would die if we disobeyed. 
We died spiritually, and as we know, we all eventually die 
physically. This fact is a given according to the Holy Bible. 
But also nestled in the third chapter of Genesis is a promise 
from God. God promised a redeemer Savior, the “offspring” 
of the virgin Mary, the Lord Jesus Christ, the very Son of 
God.

This promised Savior was prophesied throughout the 
whole Old Testament as Jesus Himself told the two on the 
road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). “And beginning with Mo-
ses (the first five books of the Holy Bible) and all the Proph-
ets (the Prophetic Books) He explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.”

We can feel amazingly blessed that we are living at a 
time 2000 years after that promised Savior in Genesis 3:15 
came, fulfilled the promise, and returned to His Father in 
Heaven. We can be amazed at the love of God for His way-
ward creatures.

Jesus explained how we can again be restored spiritu-
ally. He did this as He talked to Nicodemus (John 3:1-21). 
Jesus told Nicodemus that we need to be “reborn.” Jesus 
was not talking physically, but spiritually. We are told we are 
dead in our sins and trespasses. We can be made alive again. 
Ephesians 2:5 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith –– and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God –– not by works, so that no one can boast.”

And the promise continues. Not only can we be cleansed 
from our sins and be made right with God and give Him the 
praise and glory for all His goodness unto us. Just check out 
Malachi 3:16-18, Philippians 3:20-21 and Revelation 21:1-5 
and beyond. These, of course, are just a few of all the won-
derful promises.

We still live in this sinful world so we need practical 
help from God’s Word. Some of the verses/passages are II 
Chronicles 7:14, Isaiah 30:15, and Ephesians 8:10-21, along 
with a host of other passages and verses.

As we deal with day to day life, it would be well to 
memorize verses such as Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. 
Acknowledge Him in all your ways and he will make your 
way straight.”

The Holy Bible is not only a fantastic and interesting 
book, but it gives us all the information about God and our-
selves. Best of all, it tells us of the promise of peace with God 
and of how we can have eternal life with Him with glorious 
bodies just like His!•


