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Get Connected. Get Answers.
Community Access Line of the Lakeshore

• A single dad wants to join a parent support group

• A nineteen year old college student seeks HIV 
testing

• A runaway teen needs a safe place to stay

• A working woman seeks adult day care for her 
elderly father and a caregiver support group for 
herself

• A senior citizen wants to volunteer

• A young family in financial crisis searches for
 budget counseling

Fruitport Library
865-3461

Library Hours
 Mon.  11 am - 7 pm   
 Tues.  11 am - 7 pm  
 Wed.  11 am - 7 pm      
Closed Thursday
 Fri.      11 am - 5 pm   
 Sat.      9 am - 12 pm

Communities benefit 
from an independent 

community publication 
such as FAN, and your 

advertising helps 
the FAN exist

“It is in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all 
history: that those nations only are blessed whose 
God is the Lord.” 
   -Abraham Lincoln March 30, 1863 
in a Proclamation appointing a National Day of 
Prayer and Fasting

Wesco one of West Michigan’s best
(Submitted by Wesco)

Wesco was recently selected for the second year in a row 
by the Michigan Business and Professional Association as 
one of “West Michigan’s 101 Best and Brightest Companies 
to Work For.”

The “West Michigan’s 101 Best and Brightest Companies 
to Work For” represent industries as diverse as the automo-
tive, insurance, hospitality, communications and nonprofit 
sectors. These businesses clearly demonstrated innovative 
and pioneering human resource strategies.

Established in 1952 in Muskegon, Wesco is a family-
owned and operated convenience store chain with more 
than 900 employees. The company operates 51 locations 
throughout Michigan.•

By Reverend R. A. Shackles
The judicial life of our nation, as the Constitution di-

rects, resides first of all in the Supreme Court, a panel of nine 
justices. Unlike the legislature and the executive branches 
–– all elected –– the justices are appointed for life. Their ap-
pointment is at the nomination of the president and subject 
to the “advice and consent” clause of the Constitution, given 
into the Senate’s authority. While Congress may designate 
various “lower courts,” all once established are under the 
supervision of the Supreme Court.

Any and all cases arising out of the Constitution lie un-
der the supervision of the Supreme Court. Matters of law 
concerning the diplomatic corps are in the Court’s jurisdic-
tion, as are also conflicts at law between states. The Court 
has full appellate jurisdiction; in other words, they are the 
final Court of Appeal in all matters. One significant excep-
tion to their jurisdiction is that impeachments are tried in the 
Senate, rather than the Court. In the case of the trial of the 
president, the Chief Justice presides.

The Constitution guarantees to every citizen the right to 
a trial by jury. As well, each citizen has guaranteed to them 
all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
states, thus assuring an equality of citizens before the law. As 
well, if one flees to another state (to avoid prosecution), the 
executive authority of the state from which the person fled 
has the right to demand the person be delivered up for ap-
propriate adjudication, this noted in Article IV of the Consti-
tution. When we speak of “Constitutional rights” we mean 
this sort of guarantee.

Currently, the issue of ‘constitutionality” is of great 
concern. It being the duty of the Supreme Court to rule on 
such matters, at issue today is the question of distinguishing 
between rule as to conformity with the Constitution –– the 
function of the Court –– and exercising legislative action 
–– the function of Congress. This has become profoundly 
disturbing to many in that some insist that the Court has 
overstepped their authority and have begun more and more 
to enact law rather than to rule on the law as enacted by Con-
gress. This is why greater study and understanding of the 
documents (Constitution and Amendments) is a central con-
cern to our national life.

Amendments to the Constitution
Article V of the Constitution considers Amendments to 

the Constitution, which has been done 26 times. Congress, 
approved in both houses, may propose amendments; or, on 
the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the states, 
calls a convention for such proposal. If by the Congress, the 
amendment must then be approved by three-fourths of the 
states. Following is a brief summary of those amendments:

I. This guarantees freedom of religion, speech and public 
assembly.

II. Authorizes state militias and the citizen’s right to 
“keep and bear arms.”

III. No quartering of soldiers in private homes without 

the owner’s consent. (This was a major concern during the 
War of the Revolution.)

IV. Affirms the citizens’ freedom from unreasonable 
search and seizure, without warrant, and that only for rea-
sonable cause.

V. All capital criminal cases require Grand Jury action; 
no double jeopardy (being tried twice for the same crime).

VI. The right to “speedy and public” trial, by jury; neces-
sity of witnesses; defense’s right to subpoena friendly wit-
nesses; the right to counsel.

VII. In common law suits, the right to trial by jury for all 
cases over $20; all facts judged by common law.

VIII. No excessive bail or fines; no “cruel and unusual 
punishment.”

IX. Constitutionally assigned rights do not cancel other 
rights retained by the people.

X.All powers not delegated to the national government 
nor prohibited to it by the states are reserved to the states, 
(i.e., “States Rights”).

XI. Judicial power of the United States does not extend 
to citizens of one state suing another state, nor citizens or 
subjects of foreign states. 

XII. This sets the procedures for the Electoral College, 
regarding the president and vice president.

XIII. This abolishes slavery.
XIV. This modifies Article I, Section 2, Paragraph 3, 

guaranteeing due process to all citizens; apportioning of 
Congress; eligibility to hold office; the validation of the pub-
lic debt.

XV. The right to vote regardless of race, color, or “previ-
ous condition of servitude.”

XVI. The authorization of the income tax, affecting part 
of Article I, Section 9 of the Constitution.

XVII. This alters the procedure found in Article I, Sec-
tion 2 concerning the organization of the senate.

XVIII. The abolition of alcohol sales –– Prohibition.
XIX. This established women’s right to vote.
XX .Sets the dates and terms of office, meeting schedules 

of Congress; filling of vacancies when appropriate.
XXI. Prohibition repealed.
XXII. Limits terms of the presidency to two.
XXIII. Authorizes electors for the District of Columbia.
XXIV. This outlaws poll taxes or any other taxes regard-

ing the right to vote. 
XXV. This modifies Article II, Section I, Paragraph 3 of 

the Constitution concerning any vacancy in the Office of 
President.

XXVI. This lowered the voting age from 21 to 18.
This is a simplified summary. We recommend that every 

citizen secure and carefully read the full text both of the Con-
stitution and Amendments. It is the basis of our fundamental 
rights and duties for the national government of the United 
States. We should all be familiar with these documents.•

The Constitution part V: The Judicial Branch

Spring Lake manufacturer changes 
name
(Submitted by Michigan Adhesive Manufacturing)

After 10 years of successfully marketing products under 
the “Seal Bond” brand, Michigan Adhesive Manufacturing 
Inc. of Spring Lake has elected to change its name to Seal 
Bond. 

This custom manufacturer and formulator of adhesives, 
sealants and coating, also provides toll manufacturing, pri-
vate labeling, custom coloring, and application with process 
development services. Seal Bond has enjoyed market success 
in product assembly, specialty construction applications, 
along with a variety of unique requirements both domesti-
cally and internationally.

Seal Bond welcomes new challenges in the adhesive, 
sealant and coatings applications. So please contact us for 
your low voc solution. With its continued growth, Seal Bond 
is always looking for top talented technical sales techni-
cians.

Visit their website at www.seal-bond.com.•

MCC exhibit features talented art, 
design students
(Submitted by Muskegon Community College)

The 46th annual student art exhibition at Muskegon 
Community College, 221 S. Quarterline, features 100 pieces 
of art in a variety of media, eligible for cash prizes.

Showcasing the outstanding talent of MCC art students 
and promoting the transformative power of art are the goals 
of the juried exhibit on display at the Overbrook Gallery 
through September 15, 2010.

International artist Ina Kaur is the judge for the exhibit. 
She is an instructor of art at Bowling Green State University 
who holds a BA from Punjab University in Chandigarh, In-
dia and an MA from Purdue.

An opening reception on Thursday,  June 3 begins at 
5 p.m. Professor Kaur will be providing comments on the 
award-winning pieces. The event is open to the public.

The exhibit is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. •

Lakeshore Museum Center opens 
new exhibit
(Submitted by the Lakeshore Museum Center)

Michigan: Through the Depths of Time is the new perma-
nent exhibit at the Lakeshore Museum Center, 430 W. Clay 
Avenue in Muskegon. The 400 million year journey through 
Michigan in the making explores plants and animals, an un-
derwater habitat, a swampy forest, the last ice age and the 
Great Lakes.

The exhibit is designed in three sections based on fossil 
evidence through the Devonian Period, the Carboniferous 
Period, and the Ice Age. Maps, graphics and timelines are 
used to help tell the 400 million year story. A Gallery Guide 
for Teachers has been developed as an aid for teachers who 
will utilize this new museum resource to teach their students 
about the natural history of our Great Lakes state.

Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays; Noon to 4 
p.m. weekends. 

The neighboring Hackley and Hume Historic Site, Fire 
Barn Museum and Scolnik House of the Depression era are 
now open for tours, as well. Please call (231) 722-0278 for 
more information.


