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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF FRUITPORT
 (231) 865-3822

Come as you are for
Church & Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

We are a friendly church!
3212 Pontaluna Road, Fruitport

(between Edgewood & Middle Schools)

When our new
minister Mike Scott came, 
he brought the manual.

Our church service starts with 
traditional & praise music, and 
after a few songs, the youth go 
to their Sunday School.  ~ Pre-
school through High School ~ 

Nursery Provided ~

New!  Fruitport Area News UPDATES

Find out if something 
is happening in 

the Fruitport Area 
between published 
issues of the FAN! 

Visit our website: 
www.fruitportareanews.com/updates
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Sponsored in part by the Fruitport Lions Club, Fruitport PTC / PTA / PTO, Suzi’s Village Inn,
Fruitport Township, Englewood Farms, Fruitport Orchard Market, Copies & More and Fruitport VFW.

Christmas Carols sung around the fire by
Edgewood Elementary’s

&
Fruitport’s

SANTA CLAUSSANTA CLAUSSANTA CLAUSSANTA CLAUSSANTA CLAUS
will be in attendance both nights.

Don’t miss his arrival at 6:30. He’ll be listening
to your Christmas wishes until 7:30.

Wednesday & Thursday – December 16th and 17th
6:00pm to 8:00pm

Fruitport VFW and Englewood Farms
(Airline at Sheridan Road)

6

New Location
Fruitport Pomona Park

Third & Park
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Don’t miss his arrival at 6:30. He’ll be listening
to your Christmas wishes until 7:30.
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Fruitport VFW and Englewood Farms
(Airline at Sheridan Road)

Fruitport Township, Fruitport Village, Fruitport Orchard Market, and Copies and More

15th and 16th

FRUITPORT TOWNSHIP LEAF DISPOSAL
 

Saturdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
October 16th
October 23rd
October 30th
November 6th

5865 Airline Rd. 
Immediately South of Fire Station 1 and Fruitport Police Department

Leaves ONLY will be collected
Leaves MUST be in paper biodegradable bags (Can be purchased at most local yard and garden retailers)

All loads will be inspected
Must be a resident of Fruitport Charter Township or the Village of Fruitport

Marriage and family therapist Terry 
Real to hold Spring Lake workshop
(Submitted by the Center of Unlimited Possibilities)
 Terry Real facilitates his nationally-offered Couples Ex-
periential workshop at the Center for Unlimited Possibilities, 
14998 Cleveland Street, Suite G, in Spring Lake, Michigan. 
Professionals who participate will have the occasion to ob-
serve the workshop, have lunch with Terry and debrief each 
day. (Mental health professionals have the opportunity to 
receive 15 CEUs.)
 Couples looking for a more meaningful connection or any 
couple who fi nds themselves stuck in a painful or discourag-
ing pattern should take this workshop.
 The workshop is being held October 9 to 11, 2010. Space 
is limited and cost depends on the amount of time you wish 
to attend (1, 2, or 3 days).  
 If you are interested in knowing more about the workshop 
or the price, contact Lisa Sullivan at lsullivan@relationallife.
com or call (617) 763-7797.

Prayer as silence
By Reverend Robert Shackles
 One of the least understood aspects of prayer is the 
prayer of silence, or quiet. So often, when people say they 
don’t know how to pray, what they really mean is, “I don’t 
know what to say.” And one of the usual ways to answer 
such a complaint is, “Well, if nothing else comes to mind, 
say the Lord’s Prayer.” That actually misses the point. What 
is worse, it misses the real value of that prayer. Archbishop 
Anthony Bloom says this: “In a way, the Lord’s Prayer is not 
only a prayer but a whole way of life expressed in the form 
of a prayer; it is the usage of the gradual ascent of the soul 
from bondage to freedom.” (Living Prayer)
 When your effort to pray meets an empty point, one of 
the most powerful answers is not to get a book of prayers and 
“pray” them incessantly. That dry spell, as it is sometimes 
termed, may not be a failure of prayer. Rather, it may very 
well be a message from God that He wants you to listen, not 
talk. The great masters of prayer long ago recognized that. 
So they responded with a positive answer: The prayer of 
quiet. What is it? Simplifi ed, it is a practice of attempting to 
be quiet in the presence of God. What it entails is to go apart 
–– exactly as Jesus did repeatedly –– where there is neither 
noise nor many people and then sit or kneel as quietly as you 
can (which may be the hardest part!) and try to empty your 
mind of any thought but God. It takes practice, so don’t give 
up! If you keep at it, you will be able to think only of God. 
But it is not to think thoughts about God, for that fi lls up your 
mind with inner noise. Simply think “God!”
 The rest is simple in construction or method. Just be quiet 
with the Lord. Build a silence in your own spirit and simply 
be present to the Lord. There is no agenda to be accomplished. 
Nor does “success” get measured in “how much I heard!” It 
is not uncommon to leave off silence and with no conscious 
“word from God.”  Often the “answer” will be a new sense of 
calm and the wonderful realization that you have been present 
to, known by, God. The real effect is long-term, a confi dence 
in, realization that when you do turn to vocal prayer, there 
are more genuine prayers than you will have time to speak. 
So try this prayer of quiet. It is profoundly fulfi lling.•

A weakness in prayer
By Reverend Robert Shackles
 There is an understanding –– or perhaps better to say, 
a misunderstanding –– of prayer that often brings disap-
pointment to those who try to pray. It happens when, in all 
sincerity, believing what we are told, that God will answer 
your prayer, you pray very hard and yet nothing happens. 
This can breed a disappointment that easily turns into disil-
lusionment.
 This happens because we have failed to help people to 
understand that when we ask God for answers in our lives, 
the point is not to get God to do things for us, like a “sugar 
daddy” who is afraid to disappoint his children. Thus too 
many of our prayers are asking God to do for us without our 
having any obligation. That really is not the way God works. 
He gives us answers, many answers. But along with those 
answers comes another part of the equation: God says, “Here 
is My help! Now use it; you do something about it!”
 The reality is that when Jesus said, “Whatever you ask 
in prayer, you will receive,” we –– as written there –– blank 
out one word: “Believing.” But then comes the insistence, “I 
do believe.” Yet it is felt that prayer was not, the wish was 
not, granted. What we fail in here is that we believe all that 
is necessary is to pray and God will do what we ask. But we 
must remember all that is summed up in that word “believ-
ing.” Part of it is putting our needs, our requests before God 
and asking for help in dealing with them. It is not “It’s up to 
You, God, now that I’ve put these things before You.” No! Our 
prayer is “here are my concerns, Lord. I know, believe, You 
hear me, love me, and want what is right for me.” In believing 
so, the end of every such prayer is, in faith, to remain in quiet 
listening to God. So often, missing this, God answers but we 
are no longer there to listen. Listening, waiting patiently on 
the Lord with at least as much time as we prayed, is how to 
begin to understand what God will do and what He expects 
us to do.•


