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Save with FAN Money!

Another full summer season of  
Christian concerts, Conferences 

and Vacations at affordable prices

This year’s concert series lineup:

July 23  Steve Green

July 30  Robert & Pam Adams 
with Paul Satre

August 6  Chiz Rider

August 13  Sara Groves

August 20  Theater for the Thirsty

August 27  Damaris Carbaugh

September 3  Matthews Brothers• 

For more information visit
www.VacationWithPurpose.org

or email: info@Maranatha-bmc.org

(231) 798-2161

4759 Lake Harbor Road
Muskegon, MI 49441

Act Now!  New customers receive big savings on a Kohley’s Ecowater System.

$9 a Month 
for 9 Months

$9 Installation
9 Bags of FREE Salt

FREE SYSTEM LABOR AND SERVICE
*New customers only. Certain restrictions apply, call Kohley’s for details.

Are you tired of dealing with hard water? 
Remove man-made contaminants such as pesticides, mercury, arsenic and 
petrochemicals that could affect your family’s health. Kohley’s drinking water 
system reduces or removes many impurities and provides the kind of quality 
water your family deserves.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 60 YEARS

Call for a FREE 
In-Home Water Analysis: 

1-800-686-3224
www.kohleys.com

Kohley’s New Customer Savings!Kohley’s New Customer Savings! **

Softeners & Conditioners • Salt Delivery • Drinking Water Systems • Iron Filters
Salt Free Conditioners • Reverse Osmosis • Rental Softener Programs

WITT BUICK
S A L E S  •  S E R V I C E  •  B O D Y  S H O P

Sales (231) 722-3771 Service & Body Shop
(231) 722-3881

67 W. Western Ave., Downtown Muskegon • wittbuick.com

Monday 7am-7pm
Tuesday-Friday 7:30am-5:30pm

Saturday 8am-noon • Closed Sundays

Monday, Thursday
9am-7pm

Tuesday-Wednesday, Friday
 9am-5:30pm

Saturday 9am-noon
Closed Sunday

Save withFAN Money & Coupon

The world’s most generous 
people
By Tim Wildmon, president, American Family 
Association
 “So my lovely and talented wife Alison and I are 
walking into Walmart Wednesday afternoon when she 
gets a call from Wesley, our 21 year-old son. He is on 
his way to a meeting at a local church about a mission 
trip to Honduras in June. Particularly in the summer, 
thousands of American churches will sponsor exactly 
this kind of trip to places all over the world.
 “’Okay, I will give Dad the check and he will wait 
for you in front of Walmart,’ she said to him. So she 
wrote out the check and handed it to me.
 “’How much is it?’ I asked casually.
 “She handed me the check. I almost fainted.
 “’It’s a 10-day trip, including airfare,’ she said. 
‘That is about what you would expect.’
 “I agreed. But still, it was a whole lot of money out 
of our bank account. Monday that could be spent many 
other ways. And for what purpose really? How does 
this expenditure of time and money benefi t Wesley? 
What does it benefi t his parents who are paying for 
most of this trip? Wesley is going to a poor country in 
Central America for 10 days to help people he has never 
even met and whom he may never see again –– what 
is the purpose of that? Where exactly does that fall on 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs?
 “In terms of pure self-interest, with the possible 
exception of experiencing another part of the world for 
cultural reasons, there is absolutely nothing to gain here. 
And yet, this is what Americans do. More specifi cally, 
this is what American Christians do, more than any 
other group of people in the history of the world.
 “The motivation to give money and volunteer time 
to help victims of natural disasters or to assist people in 
underdeveloped countries has its foundation in the New 
Testament. In other words, to participate in these things 
is an act of obedience to God. That teaching has been 
a mainstay of Christianity since its inception. Because 
the Christian faith has been the dominant religion in 
America for more than two centuries, it stands to reason 
that Americans would also be the most generous people 
in the world with their money and time.
 “No other major world religion practices acts of 
charity and compassion like Christianity. It’s not even 
close. Hospitals, orphanages, schools, food, shelter, the 
list goes on. Catholics and Protestants alike carry on this 
work around the world. And they do so with absolutely 
no expectation of ever receiving anything in return from 
the people they help and serve.
 “In 2008, the Journal of the American Enterprise 
Institute posted on their Web site an article titled “A 
Nation of Givers.” In it they delve into the reasons 
why Americans donate more to charitable causes and 
volunteer so much more time than do other people 
around the world.
 “Here are some of their fi ndings:
 “• No developed country approaches American 
giving.
 “• A study conducted in the 2000, showed that 
religious Americans are 25 % more likely to give 
charitably than secularists and are 23 % more likely to 
volunteer their time.
 “• Religious people do not just donate to their 
own church –– they also donate more to charities with 
secular causes than do secularists.
 “• Self-described ‘conservatives’ are more likely to 
give to charities –– and give more money –– than self-
described ‘liberals.’
 “• In 2002, conservative Americans were more 
likely to donate blood each year, and do so more often, 
than liberals. People who said they were ‘conservative’ 
or ‘extremely conservative’ made up less than one-fi fth 
of the population, but donated more than a quarter of 
the blood.
 “• Charitable giving in America has generally risen 
faster than the growth of the economy for more than 
half a century.
 “• Tax deductibility for charitable donations is 
irrelevant for most Americans.
 “• IRS records show that only about a third of 
people who fi le tax returns itemize their deductions, 
which means that most Americans don’t even claim the 
deductions to which they are entitled.
 “The truth is, unlike Christianity, most religions in 
this world do not foster concern or care for other people. 
Most major religions have a fatalistic worldview and do 
not believe in a personal God who cares how humans 
treat one another.
 “Christians believe that God is watching how we 
behave while we are here on Earth and Jesus admonished 
us to practice acts of kindness, benevolence and charity 
because doing so pleases God. The Bible does teach 
that those who live by these values will be rewarded 
spiritually and otherwise here and in the hereafter.
 “And the bonus is that it blesses us even in the 
present.”


