August 1 omeone once said, “The good you

Monday do today will be forgotten tomor-

row. Do good anyway.” I like that; it’s

DO'NG GOOD a great reminder. In the book of Acts,

Luke summarized Jesus’ earthly min-

R ist{y by saying that He “went about
Luke 6:27-36 doing good” (10:38).

What does the Bible mean when it
tells us to “do good”? Jesus did good
Jesus of Nazireth', .. DY teac.hing, healing, feeding, and
went about doing good comforting people. Using Jesus as the
and healing all who  perfect example, His followers are
were oppressed by the  called to meet the needs of others,
;’f.‘"l' for God was with including those who hate them: “Love

im. —Acts 10:38 i
your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you™
(Matt. 5:44; see also Luke 6:27-35).
They are to serve their enemies without
expecting anything in return.

Moreover, as opportunity arises, His followers are to do
good especially to fellow believers (Gal. 6:10). They are not
to let persecution, selfishness, and busyness cause them to
forget to do good and to share what they have with others
(Heb. 13:16).

To be like our Savior and His early followers, we should
ask ourselves each day: “What good thing can I do today in
Jesus’ name?” When we do good, we will be offering a sac-
rifice that pleases God (Heb. 13:16) and that draws people
to Him (Matt. 5:16). —Marvin Williams

From the example of Jesus,
Who went about doing good,
We are to honor our Savior
By helping wherever He would. —Hess

THE BiBLE IN ONE YEAR:
| Psalms 57-59
I Romans 4

Imitate Jesus—go about doing good.

(Taken from Qur Daily Bread, published by Radio Bibld

Class @ www.rbc.org. Mailed free.)

August 19 Steven Wiltshire, who has been
Friday called “the human camera,” has

the amazing ability to recall tiny details
THE HUM AN about anything he has seen and then
CAMERA ple, after Steven was flown over the
city of Rome, he was asked to draw the

reproduce them in drawings. For exam-
READ: * city center on blank paper. Astonish-

1 John 1:1-5 ingly, he accurately reproduced from
memory the winding streets, the build-

——— ings, the windows, and other details.

The Holy Spirit . . . Wiltshire’s memory is remarkable.

will ... . bring to your  Yet there’s another kind of memory
:;ﬁ;;"g;“f:;g o  that’s even more amazing—and much
you. —john 14:26 more vital. Before Jesus’ return to

heaven, He promised His disciples
that He would send the Holy Spirit to
give them supernatural memory of
what they had experienced: “The
Helper, the Holy Spirit . . . will . . . bring to your remem-
brance all things that I said to you” (John 14:26).

The disciples heard Christ’s marvelous teachings. They
heard Him command the blind to see, the deaf to hear, and the
dead to be raised. Yet when the Gospel writers recorded these
events, their words were not the product of a gifted human
memory. Their recollections came from a divine Helper who
made sure they compiled a trustworthy record of Christ’s life.

Trust the Bible with confidence. It was written with guid-
ance from the “divine camera,” the Holy Spirit. —Dennis Fisher

The stories in the Word of God
Are there for us to see
How God has worked in people’s lives
Throughout all history. —Sper

THE BiBLE IN ONE YEAR:
¥ Psalms 103-104
¥ 1 Corinthians 2

The Spirit of the God uses the Word of God
to teach the people of God.

(Taken from Qur Daily Bread, published by Radio
Bible Class @ www.rbc.org. Mailed free.)

August 12 60-year-old hotel in Kansas is
Friday being renovated into apartments.

A rusty ship that is docked in Philadel-
A NEW phia is being restored and may become
PURPOSE admired piece of architecture at the old
Stapleton Airport in Colorado, is being

a hotel or a museum. Hangar 61, an
READ: transformed into a church. Each struc-

Acts 9:1-9 ture had a specific use that is no longer
—————— viable. Yet someone was able to see
I know the thoughts  promise and a new purpose in each one.

that I think toward you,
says the Lorp, thoughts
of peace and not of
evil, to give you a
future and a hope.
—Jeremiah 29:11

If structures can find new life and
purpose, why not people? Think about
these men in the Bible whose lives
took an unexpected direction. There
was Jacob, who wrestled with the
angel of the Lord (Gen. 32); Moses,
who talked to a burning bush (Ex. 3);
Paul, who was temporarily blinded
(Acts 9). Their stories were different, but all had a change of
purpose when their encounter with God sent them down a
new path.

We too may experience circumstances that change the
course of our lives. But God reminds us of this: I loved you
before you loved Me. I want to give you hope and a future.
Give all your worries to Me because I care about you (1 John
4:19; Jer. 29:11; 1 Peter 5:7; John 10:10).

As you cling to God’s promises, ask Him to reveal new
direction and purpose for your life. —Cindy Hess Kasper

God has a purpose for your life,
So what you have to do
Is follow Him, believing that
He’ll keep directing you. —Sper
Keep your eyes on the Lord
and you won'’t lose sight of life’s purpose.
(Taken from Qur Daily Bread, published by Radio
Bible Class @ www.rbc.org. Mailed free.)

THE BiBLE IN ONE YeAR:
"1 Psalms 84-86
“1Romans 12
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Vet’s Opinion

Dave

Sjeklocha

Springl2010

GAP’s credibility gap

Whole Foods Market is a natu-
ral and organic food store that re-
cently received some press based
on their cooperation with Global
Animal Partnership (GAP) and their
development of the 5-Step™ Animal
Welfare Rating Standards. Many of
these standards are simply common
sense, while others are not related
to animal welfare at all. My concern
is that standards such as these often
become models for regulations in the
future.

So, who developed these stan-
dards? GAP’s board of directors in-
clude:

Miyun Park, GAP’s executive di-
rector, holds a BA in philosophy and
is a former vice president of farm ani-
mal welfare for the Humane Society
of the U.S. (HSUS). Here’s a quote
from her profile: “I grew up without
much, if any, contact with animals
and didn’t begin learning about farm-
ing and its impacts on animals until I
was at university.”

Wayne Pacelle is president and
CEO of HSUS. He holds a BA in his-
tory and environmental studies.

Steven Gross, PhD, is a cor-
porate consultant for People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) and the CEO of Farm
Forward. Farm Forward’s mission
is to “implement innovative strate-
gies to promote conscientious food
choices, reduce farm animal suffer-
ing, and advance sustainable agri-
culture.”

This is not an all-inclusive list,
but it illustrates GAP’s strong pres-
ence of animal-rights-oriented board
members. Other board members

include owners of organic/natural
farming operations; there are no
conventional farmers on the board.

As the name implies, there are five
levels of standards. Currently there
are standards for beef cattle, broiler
chickens and pigs. All standards in-
clude Steps 1 through 5+ (although
beef cattle standards don’t have a
Step 3), with Step 1 being the lowest
level of “acceptable” standards.

Many standards make sense and
are commonplace on most opera-
tions. These would include limits on
electric prod usage, standards on
body condition scores, and feeding
guidelines such as “animals must be
provided a full ration that supplies
optimal nutrition...”

But then, there are regulations
such as, “therapeutic use of anti-
biotics, ionophores or sulfa drugs
is prohibited for market animals.”
This also goes for growth hormones.
I could understand this if the GAP
5-Step™ program were aimed solely
at organic beef production, but it
isn’t. Rather, it’s aimed at all meth-
ods of beef production.

Thus, any animal produced with
such products is immediately dis-
qualified from the program. The
animal can still be used for food
— but it won’t get the GAP stamp
of approval. How is this an animal
welfare issue? It’s not even a food
safety issue!

It’s actually an elitist issue. The
food isn’t good enough for shoppers
of stores like Whole Foods, but it can
be used for people who can’t afford
to shop in such stores — even though

there’s absolutely nothing wrong
with this meat. I contacted GAP
about this and received a reply that
didn’t directly address my question.

Another area of confusion is the
use of lariats, which the standards
restrict to use “only by handlers
who are experts in the use of this
tool” after being trained “using dum-
mies or other non-living targets.”
Expertise is established by testing.

So, a person could practice roping
on a dummy, develop a level of skill
and pass a test. This would qualify
him as an “expert.” An expert that
has never roped a live animal? This
could definitely be an animal wel-
fare issue!

These are but a couple of exam-
ples that simply don’t hold water.
Once these types of standards are
established and accepted, they are
frequently used as guidelines for
similar programs or possibly even
regulations.

I am very supportive of animal
welfare, but many of these stan-
dards are poorly thought out. It’s as
though someone who “grew up with-
out much, if any, contact with ani-
mals” helped to develop them. W

Dave Sjeklocha is a feedlot con-
sulting veterinarian at the Haskell
County Animal Hospital in Sublette,
KS. Contact him at 620/675-8180 or
drdave@wbsnet.org.

» PP Go to beefmagazine.com
for more veterinary columns.
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