Orchard Market’s cancer

survivor
By Grant Berry

David Hart, Jr. has been working at Orchard Market
since June, 2004, shortly after he graduated from Fruitport
High School. When David was hired, he went straight
to work in the meat department. “A friend of mine was
working in the meat department at the time, and he didn’t
want the job any more,” David said. “He recommended
the job to me, I got hired, and they stuck me in the meat
department.” In his tenure, David has mostly been used
as a meat wrapper, stocker and cleanup help.

David has thrived in the meat department, though.
Earlier this year, he was promoted to a full-time meat cut-
ter apprentice, a position he eagerly accepted. However,
just a few months into his training, David was diagnosed
with cancer. “I knew something was wrong from the be-
ginning,” he said. “Thad a feeling it was cancer. I expected
the worst, but it was still surreal getting the diagnosis.”

David discovered the mass in mid-May. On June
11, he was diagnosed, and on June 13 he had surgery
to remove the mass. After the successful surgery, David
underwent three weeks of radiation treatments. In all,
David missed more than a month of work. “It was bor-
ing,” he said. “Time went slow. But when I was off, 1
learned to enjoy the little things I do like going to work
and working on sports projects.”

David is a huge sports fan. He enjoys logging sta-
tistics for his favorite sports teams. He is a perennial
season ticket-holder for the Muskegon Lumberjacks. At
each home game, he can be heard cheering for his team,
or can be seen dancing the Cotton-Eyed Joe. In addition,
David follows the University of Michigan football and
basketball programs, and is also a big fan of the Detroit
Red Wings, Pistons, Lions, and Tigers. Sadly, because of
his illness, David had to pass up on an opportunity to
fulfill a lifelong dream. “I had a chance to see the Tigers
play at Wrigley Field this year,” he said. “But because
of my treatments, I couldn’t go. Oh well, maybe I'll get
another chance someday.

David also enjoys singing karaoke with his friends at
local karaoke destinations in the Muskegon area. He gave
up on karaoke before his surgery, but has since picked
it up again. “When you have a lot of free time, you start
analyzing your life and your decisions. I started singing
again because it’s something I really enjoy.”

During his convalescence, David moved back with
his parents briefly while recovering from surgery. “He
was a good patient,” said Deb Hart, David’s mother. “He
didn’t complain too much.” David’s parents were quite
surprised when they learned of David’s diagnosis. “We
never expected something like that,” Deb said. “Because
you never want anything bad to happen to your kids. You
don’t want your kids to go through something like that.
But we have our faith in God and we knew He would
get us through this.”

Since his surgery, David has been rebuilding and
strengthening relationships with friends and family.
He joined a Bible study group at Fellowship Reformed
Church with his father, David Hart, Sr. “It’s a father/son
thing that we do together.” David said.

David has now been cleared of cancer and is living
cancer free. He must have blood work done four times
per year, and have an annual chest x-ray and CAT scan,
but other than that, he is a living, breathing cancer sur-
vivor.

Orchard Market is thrilled to have David back to
resume his work as a meat cutter apprentice. “He’s a
great asset, a hard worker, and we’re glad to have him
back,” said Orchard’s meat department manager. “But
most of all, we're all glad that he’s healthy and that he
beat this thing.”

With his heath fully restored and his treatments
behind him, David has a renewed vitality for life. He can
be seen and heard on weekends singing karaoke with
his friends. He went to a Detroit Tigers regular season
game and to an ALDS playoff game. “It wasn’t Wrigley,”
he said, “but I got to see the Tigers beat the White Sox
in a pennant race and beat the Oakland A’s in a playoff
game.”

Unfortunately, David missed the Muskegon Lum-
berjacks off-season summer scrimmage game. But like a
true fan, David keeps scores and statistics for the team
for his own personal posterity. In addition, David can be
seen at all Lumberjack home games cheering for his team
or dancing the Cotton-Eyed Joe.®
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American Red Cross Muskegon Donor Center

313 West Webster Avenue * Muskegon, Ml 49440
(ACROSS FROM THE HACKLEY LIBRARY)

BLOOD DRIVE SCHEDULE FOR 2012
TUESDAYs | THURSDAYs

10 a.m.-3:45p.m.| 1 p.m.-6:45p.m.

American
Red Cross

To find out more about donating blood,
or to schedule an appointment, please call

1-800-GIVE LIFE

(1-800-448-3543)

A single blood donation takes about an
hour and can help save up to 3 lives.

The American Red Cross supplies blood
to 127 hospitals in Michigan.

Designers & Engravers of
‘Domestic & Clmjaortecf Granites

Cemetery Marker, Monuments and Lettering

Serving West Michigan for more than 25 years
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Find us online at www.superiormonument.com

354 Ottawa St.
Muskegon 49442
800-479-6483

1003A S. Beacon Blvd.
Grand Haven 49417
616-844-1700

Showroom Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 to 5:00 & Saturday by appointment

Kohley:siNew,

Customer/Savings!

Act Now! New customers receive big savings on a Kohley’s Ecowater System.

$9 Installation

$9 a Month 9 Bags of FREE Salt

for 9 Months FREE SYSTEM LABOR AND SERVICE

*New customers only. Certain restrictions apply, call Kohley’s for details.

Are you tired of dealing with hard water?
Remove man-made contaminants such as pesticides, mercury, arsenic and
petrochemicals that could affect your family’s health. Kohley’s drinking water
system reduces or removes many impurities and provides the kind of quality
water your family deserves.

Call for a FREE
In-Home Water Analysis:

1-800-686-3224

www.kohleys.com

Softeners & Conditioners e Salt Delivery e Drinking Water Systems e Iron Filters
Salt Free Conditioners ¢ Reverse Osmosis ® Rental Softener Programs

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 60 YEARS

CHECK UP TIME )

Before you hit the road, get your camper repaired by Same
Certified Technicians. We inspect furnaces, gas and

00
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" Valued at s85.001 sPECIAL! » BUSINESS

*FURNACE *WATER HEATER *GAS *"AWNINGS

*Large supply of RV parts in stock or special order. : : y PERSONAL

SERVICE

*Certified Technicians *Year around stcrage
WE DO ALL INSURANCE WORK!

you’re used
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1986!
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231-139-2432 J

SERVICE
Hotel Features and Amenities

4615 Airline Rd. at Hile & X-way, Muskegon
Open Mon. - Fri.9to 6
FREE breakfast at the Baymont Breakfast
Corner™
FREE high-speed internet
Heated indoor pool, whirlpool, sauna and
fitness center
Earn Wyndham Resorts™ points for your stays
In-room coffeemaker, refrigerator, hairdryer,
iron/board
Business Center

SIS
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INN & SUITES

Muskegon, Michigan
231.798.0220
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You're Welcome™

4677 Harvey Road, Muskegon, M| 49444
231.798.0220 - fax 231.798.0221 - 888.798.0220
baymontmuskegon.com + desk@baymontmuskegon.com <« baymontinns.com




