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Critter Café
Airline Rd., Fruitport
 Christine’s Critter Café, located across 
the road from the fire station on Airline Road. 
Christine puts her heart and soul into rescu-
ing abandoned pets and finding new homes 
for them. She averages about 200 per year. 
Hers is the only rescue in our area that takes 
all pets including rabbits, rats, birds, etc. Be-
fore moving into her location, she requested 
a letter of permission from the township which 
she received May of 2008. Police depart-
ments, including the Fruitport police depart-
ment, 911, and other rescuers that take only 
dogs and cats send her abandoned pets.
 After over four years operating her res-
cue, Brian initiated a letter sent by Michigan 
Township Services that told her that all her 
“animals must be removed from the property 
until all necessary approvals are given by 
the Planning Commission or Zoning Board of 
Appeals.” Brian’s actions could be because 
Christine complained to authorities that an 
animal the police asked her to pick up had 
been abused. There was a connection be-
tween Brian and the possible abuser.
 After receiving the letter and emailing it to 
some of her fellow rescuers for their opinion 
on what she should do, she called Township 
Services and they told her she needed to go 
to Brian’s office and talk to him, which she 
did.
 According to Christine and others who 
were nearby, Brian hollered that 5,000 peo-
ple had responded to him on the internet and 
proceeded to verbally and aggressively (in 
an intentionally overbearing manner) abuse 
her to the point where she broke down in 
tears, and he still continued.
 On Channel 8 news he said he had no 
knowledge of the Critter Café existing. Brian 
put an ad in the December 2008 FAN. Right 
next to it (about 1/2”), is an article about the 
Critter Café Rescue with a picture of her sign, 
and Brian seems to be looking right at it. Usu-
ally, when someone puts an ad in the paper 
with their picture in it, they check it out at least 
once. Additionally, the fire and police depart-
ment driveway faces her sign and Brian prob-
ably uses that drive about once a week.
 Christine seems to be a pleasant and 
open person who might not be able to de-
fend herself. Fortunately, the public came 
forward and offered to do what they could 
to help her. Christine spends her limited re-
tirement on her rescue and has no funds left 
over. One person who stepped forward was 
an attorney, Ginny Mikita, from Rockford who 
started a conversation with the township at-
torney, and Christine has been in limbo ever 
since, not knowing from day to day what is 
going to happen to her and her rescue.
 She knows that the Department of Agri-
culture, the DNR, Animal Control, and Pound 
Buddies had been contacted by the town-
ship because they had contacted her.
 Recently, she was in the hospital for a few 
days because she was injured by a cat that 
was dropped off at her rescue by an unknown 
person. Even though volunteers looked after 
the rescue while she was in the hospital, it 
was a worry to her of what the township might 
do to her rescue while she was gone.

Mark Diederich 
2636 E. Pontaluna Rd.,Fruitport
 Mark and his dad before him, have 
been taking in yard compostables since the 
1940s. When I was in office a couple neigh-
bors complained that his place was not neat 
enough to suit them. Mark also lives there in a 
100-year-old house that his grandfather built. 
I checked out the legalities with what Mark 
was doing and came to the conclusion that 

he was agriculture and pre-existed any of 
our zoning ordinances, and under the law he 
should be able to continue. 
 In 1995, Fred Constantini from Michigan 
Township Services, wrote Mark that the town-
ship has no problem with the composting 
behind his house and acknowledged that an 
unlicensed van was a farm vehicle.
 One of the neighbors told me at that time 
to get ‘rid of Mark’. When I told him that he 
was within the law I was told to get rid of him 
anyway, because government can do it! At 
that point I realized that our township govern-
ment should be protecting Mark, not doing 
him in. With that background, I’m assuming 
that the same neighbor told Brian the same 
thing because in early 2011, Fruitport Town-
ship got an order to enter Mark’s home and 
started the process to condemn and demol-
ish it. It’s my opinion that the judge who is-
sued the order to enter Mark’s home and all 
other buildings on his property was not fully 
informed of Mark’s situation. Yellow tape was 
put across his driveway thus putting him out 
of business and it has never been taken down 
by the township.
 Brian again had to deal with angry pro-
testors supporting Mark and gave him more 
time to do some of the improvements inside 
of his house that the township demanded of 
him. The township hired a building inspector 
from Norton Shores and called him a “Hear-
ing Officer” to make numerous requirements 
to basically bring his 100-year-old house up 
to modern code. I believe this was an abuse 
of power by Brian who had to get someone 
from outside our township to do the dirty 
deed because our local inspectors fully un-
derstood and were probably not anxious to 
participate.
 Mark is a pleasant man whom one would 
assume would be unable to defend himself. 
Thankfully, the public became involved to 
help him.

Using the Assessor to Spy
 I have been made aware that the town-
ship, under Brian’s direction, is using the 
township assessor to spy on our citizens’ 
property because the township zoning and 
building department can’t trespass without a 
warrant.
 On Wilson Road, the township assessor 
entered private property and took pictures of 
what was a legal operation that could not be 
seen from any other property and gave the 
pictures to township services.
 At the same time, the assessor took pic-
tures of some cars on neighboring property 
that no one could see except from the prop-
erty she was standing on, and turned them 
in to township services also. I have first-hand 
knowledge of this. I was told by a very reli-
able source that the assessor also went into 
a fenced-in area behind a garage that had 
an unlicensed car that no one could see from 
outside the fence! The unlicensed car may 
have been that of a son away at college or 
in the service. Whether or not the car was 
there legally is not the question. I believe it is 
against the law to use the township assessor 
in this way.

The New Water Agreement
 I don’t believe it’s a good decision to stop 
buying water from the Muskegon Heights wa-
ter plant.
1. Fruitport and Norton Shores have paid less 
for water than Muskegon water plant custom-
ers for nearly all of 40 years.
2. It’s been healthy for Muskegon water plant 
customers because Muskegon was limited 
on how much more they could charge their 

This pull-out was put together just before this 
paper went to press without much proofing. 
Some of what is printed here is from memory 
and I believe it is accurate, but there is the 
possibility that I may be off a little on some-
thing. If anyone has a question regarding the 
accuracy, please give me a call at 865-3135 
and I will do my best to respond.

customers over what the Heights charged.
3. With Fruitport and Norton Shores contract-
ed to Muskegon for water, it will make it dif-
ficult for the Heights plant to survive.
4. The Heights marked up their water to 
Fruitport and Norton Shores by 25% and they 
desperately need that income.
5. It’s in everyone’s interest to help the 
Heights succeed. Their problems spill over 
to the neighboring communities whether it 
is crime, school sports, or this areas visitors’ 
safety going through the Heights and numer-
ous other ways.
6. It’s utterly irresponsible to purposely dam-
age the Heights like that, and the end result 
will be that the Muskegon plant will have a 
monopoly. When our contract runs out, our 
price will increase to the level their other cus-
tomers are paying, and we will get what we 
deserve for failing to consider what is best for 
the Heights in our decision.

Misleading Advertising
  Brian states in his advertising that he 
“Eliminated over three million dollars in debt 
at no additional cost to the taxpayers.” More 
simply, he paid the water and sewer bond 
payments with money that was in those funds 
and actually he didn’t do it, but the treasurer 
did.
 He says he eliminated “over $500,000 in 
interest payments on behalf of the taxpayers.” 
Interest costs have gone down without Brian’s 
help and the township treasurer/board has 
simply taken advantage of the lower rates.
 “Reduced operational costs by $587,000 
(25.1%) while improving services.” At the mo-
ment I don’t have the means to check his fig-
ures. Which services have improved:
 Not funding the private/public roads that 
have been maintained by the township for 
years?
 Doing one unadvertised cleanup in the 
spring and eliminating the fall clean up?
 Having such poor police investigation that 
people are starting to not call the police after 
a robbery because it isn’t worth the bother?
 “Saved the Fruitport Sewer System from 
bankruptcy.” First I’ve heard of it and don’t 
believe it.
 “Improved the financial position of the 
township so we are no longer borrowing to 
pay bills.” I would like him to show where the 
township borrowed to pay the bills unless it 
was to keep from cashing in high paying CDs 
for a short term need.

Cline Road Property Sale
 The township owned 100+ acres on Cline 
Road. Why did we sell that property at the 
bottom of the market? Why did we lower our 
price by $100,000 to do it? It was the larg-
est parcel the township owned and also had 
some of the highest ground.

 Government’s job is to protect its citi-
zens. That includes those less able to de-
fend themselves. If we allow our govern-
ment to do them in, who is next and where 
does it stop? We all have a responsibility 
to respond and that’s one of the main rea-
sons I am running for township supervisor. 
– Ron

Is this what Brian calls “Positive Leadership”?
Bending the law and even making up laws to do people in (and to show them who is boss)! Following are some examples:
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