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Muskegon County Right to Life
Focus on Life 2013 Annual Benefit Dinner

Monday, October 28, 2013
with special guest speaker Rebecca Kiessling

My “crime” was being conceived through rape.
So the next time you hear people talking about 

“exceptions” to abortion 
for rape and incest, think of me.

My name is Rebecca.

I am that exception.

Sietsema FLOOR COVERING

Same family since 1939
Same location 53 years

Carpet • Tile • Vinyl
Robert Sietsema
Paul Sietsema
Clayton Sietsema

329 W. Broadway • Muskegon Hts.
(231) 733-9900

2400 Mill Iron Road (Corner Mink Ave.) Muskegon

ALDERMAN-FREEMAN STORAGE

FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS

Boats • Trailers • RVs

 773-2980

Fine Furs

SEE IT...REPORT IT!
 (722-7463)

MUSKEGON COUNTY SILENT OBSERVER

Call 72-CRIME

Those who need food, call 
Love INC 777-3905

They will arrange for you to pick the 
food up at a local food pantry.

Furnished by 
American Institute for Cancer Research

Forgiveness
By John Koedyker, Word of Hope Church
 During the Civil War, a young teenage boy enlisted 
in the Union Army. He was excited about fighting for 
his country, but he soon found out being a soldier was 
not such a glorious life. When it came time for his first 
encounter with the enemy, he became terrified and ran 
away. Later he was caught, arrested, and found guilty 
of desertion. They sentenced him to be shot by a firing 
squad.
 When his parents heard about this, they wrote a let-
ter to President Lincoln, pleading for a pardon for their 
son. Touched by their letter and having reviewed all the 
facts in the case, Lincoln overruled the death sentence 
and granted a full presidential pardon. In explaining his 
action, Abraham Lincoln stated: ìOver the years, I have 
observed that it does not do a boy much good to shoot 
him.î
 Deeply religious man that he was, Lincoln knew the 
Bible and understood the importance of forgiveness. Re-
venge, holding grudges and vindictive4ness do no good. 
Lincoln knew that if God is patient and forgiving with 
us human beings, we also need to be patient with others. 
Lincoln pretty much embodied the following verse: ìBe 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ has forgiven you.î (Ephesians 4:32)
 Lincoln practiced it –– now it’s your turn!

Remembering our ‘Rock’
By Al Wezeman
 Most of us probably have only a vague idea of what 
the original signers wrote in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence of the original thirteen colonies.
 It is very clear that the original signers were careful 
with the language of the Declaration. It is clear they were 
thinking not only of the people mistreated, but also of 
the fact that our rights were “endowed by their Creator.” 
They wanted to make clear that “the laws of nature and 
of nature’s God entitle them” to certain rights.
 The signers were “appealing to the Supreme Judge 
of the world for the rectitude of our intentions.” The 
original signers knew that without God’s will and wishes, 
the efforts to secure independence would fail. Time and 
again they appealed to Almighty God, the Creator of the 
universe and mankind.
 The very last sentence of the Declaration states: 
“With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Provi-
dence.” The signers wanted to make sure those receiving 
the copies of the Declaration knew they (the signers) were 
not relying on their own strength, but on the power of 
Almighty God.
 Our Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, 
shows the “Rock,” the firm foundation on which our 
present USA was established.
 Christians must reaffirm to themselves and to our 
nation the principles that made our nation great. God 
honored the Declaration and blessed our country many 
long years. We, as a nation, were honored by God because 
we, as a whole, honored God.
 Many years ago, as told in the Old Testament of 
the Holy Bible, there was another nation called Israel. 
Moses was the leader at that time, and he told them they 
must honor God by trusting in Him and obeying the 
commands of “Nature’s God.” In Deuteronomy 30:15-
20, the people of that nation were told: “Love the Lord 
your God. Keep His commands, decrees and laws (then) 
the Lord your God will bless you in the land.” Listen to 
His voice (the Holy Bible). Listen (and) He will give you 
many years in the land.
 Even fifty years ago we thought our nation was 
blessed by God. Now we are not so sure. Since the prayer 
and abortion laws, we have seen a steady increase in a 
lack of knowledge of and adherence to acknowledgement 
of God and His “wise counsel and commands.” We have 
seen a steady increase in God’s “giving us up” as a nation, 
“to sinful desires (and) shameful lusts; to a depraved 
mind.” Read all of Romans 1:18-32 to see what happens 
to people and to a nation when they do not honor God, 
as our original signers of the Declaration did.
 Let’s get back to the “Rock of our Salvation.” 
Please memorize Proverbs 3:5-6.•

My Hope America with Billy 
Graham
(Submitted by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association)
 The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association re-
cently released its second program installment in the My 
Hope America with Billy Graham series called Lose to Gain. 
My Hope America with Billy Graham is a grassroots effort, 
utilizing the power of personal relationships and visually 
dynamic video programs to reach people across North 
America with the message of Jesus Christ. The project 
culminates this November when people across the United 
States and Canada will invite friends and neighbors into 
their homes to view an evangelistic program –– like Lose 
to Gain. Afterwards, they will share their own testimony 
and give others the opportunity to receive Christ. Indi-
viduals can learn more about getting involved in this 
project at www.myhopewithbillygraham.org. The latest 
program is also available for viewing online.•

~ CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE ~
The altar call
By Reverend William Randall
 Is there a problem with altar calls? There seems to 
be. One can visit from church to church and seldom hear 
invitations for those who need Christ to come to the altar 
for prayer. It seems to be a thing of days gone by even in 
what is considered to be good evangelical churches. 
 If a meal were prepared and the table set, wouldn’t 
those gathered be invited to partake? Shouldn’t Jesus the  
Bread of Life be offered so those who are hungry might 
eat? The Bible says, ìTaste and see that the Lord is good.î 
Jesus said, ìI am the living bread which came down from 
heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world.î John 6:51.
 The Word of God is living and powerful and the 
gospel has the power to save. The Apostle Paul wrote, 
ìI am not ashamed of the gospel o0f Christ, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes.î 
Romans 1:16
 One reason altar calls are not extended is that many 
messages from pulpits do not give a hint of the gospel. 
It is true people in the pews need food for edification, 
yet gospel points can be interspersed in any sermon. It 
takes skill and direction from the Holy Spirit. Hopefully, 
pastors of the area realize that there are religious people 
who attend churches but have not yet received Christ as 
their personal Savior. Many have a desire to know the 
Lord, but lack assurance and need to be invited to come 
to Christ. The Holy Spirit gives assurance to those who 
truly believe. Those who respond to the altar call are open 
to counsel and prayer. Some may come for salvation, 
others for rededication.
 Some have discontinued altar calls because they see 
minimal responses and are discouraged. A solution is to 
offer general calls to which there will be responses, then 
the unsaved, too, will feel comfortable going forward. 
People can be invited to come for prayer. There is a need 
to have men to come to pray with men and women to 
pray with women. An invitation could also be open to 
those who wish to be baptized or to join the church. The 
pastor would greet those who come and direct them to 
those who come to minister to them.
 You might say, ìBut we like our pastor to be at the 
door after the service.î He could be there unless there is a 
response to the altar call. If there are usually people com-
ing to the altar, the pastor could make it a point to greet 
people as they enter the church, to especially speak to 
visitors or those who have not been regular in attendance. 
A special word should be given to those who grieve or 
have special needs.
 We need to redeem the time God gives to us because 
the time seems short. Perhaps pastors need to hear from 
people in the pews that they hope to hear the gospel 
presented every Sunday. People need to know that Je-
sus died on the cross and rose again to make salvation 
possible for everyone who believes. Let none who come 
seeking ever leave the church without hearing the way. 
Jesus said, ìI am the way the truth and the life, no one 
comes to the Father but by me.î Let’s invite the unsaved 
to come to Him.•

Church schools
By Reverend R.A. Shackles
 We live in an area where at least three branches 
of Christianity are quite successful in establishing and 
sustaining Christian schools: Roman Catholic, Christian 
Reformed and Missouri Synod Lutheran. There are some 
other Protestant–related schools, but largely independent 
operations. That they are succeeding, sustaining their 
programs is, we think, profoundly gratifying, even excit-
ing.
 We hold this because, considering the milieu 
in which we live today, we believe that all areas of our 
nation need the impact of soundly founded Christian 
schools. This nation is running full speed into a complete 
degradation of anything that can even remotely be called 
morally and spiritually healthy. Our public schools are 
utter failures, here in great part, because they define 
themselves as having no part in, no obligation, to teach 
standards of high ethical, moral content. We cannot 
depend upon them for any such high values of moral 
worth.
 The function of the church, Christian schools, 
is to educate, raise up the young people of our churches 
in the highest hopes and standards of God’s truth; to 
train them to be fearless warriors at offering and putting 
into practice the special power of the Good News. More 
congregations, serious about our need for special truths 
by which to live, must consider how they may establish 
full-time Christian schools to prepare our children to 
become, as they mature, the vanguard of a mighty force 
for God: To transform this nation once again into a great 
community of God’s truth.
 The public school systems obviously cannot, 
often will not, do this. Only the Christian educational 
enterprise has this hope within its power. It is time for 
the churches to accept this challenge and organize to add 
to those already at work. Their success reminds us that 
the people of the Church are the most seriously qualified 
for this work. We wonder why they so often think this is 
too hard to do!•


