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665 W. Clay, Muskegon

Need A Tow?

Owner Larry Baxter is proud
of the services that he, his
family, and staff have provided
‘ = since his
grandfather
2\ founded the
business
" years ago.

Baxter's Towing

Storage & Propane
231-865-3731

Heavy, Medium, and Light Duty Towing &
Recovery, Road Service, Lockout, Flat Tire,
Fuel Delivery, and Flatbed services
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T “

BBB.
ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
\—— © Event Photography L.L.C.

5333 Airline Rd. * baxterstowing.com

5385 Airline Rd Muskegon, Ml 49444
231-865-1448 Cell 231-343-3388

Doug England, owner "Letthe
Professionals

do the job"

* Engine Repair & Replacement
A/C Service

* Computer Testing
* Low Mileage Engines
& Transmissions
in stock

Any Auto
Repair

A salty tomb within an

underground crystal
By Dr. E. Kirsten Peters

The next time you have a saltshaker handy, you
might want to remove a few grains. If you have a
simple magnifying glass, you'll see the salt is re-
ally tiny cubes. Salt is a mineral and each grainis a
well-formed crystal that breaks into cubic shapes.

Saltin your saltshaker looks like a simple solid,
just another bit of sturdy matter that doesn’t flow
or deform. But salt that’s under pressure is differ-
ent. Salt far enough underground behaves like Silly
Putty, oozing and flowing over time.

Salt has been on my mind recently because I've
been reading about nuclear energy. Bear with me
and I'll explain.

Nuclear plants give us a fifth of the electrical
power that we use in the grid each day. Even some
environmental activists think nuclear energy holds
significant promise because it gives us power with-
out the production of greenhouse gases.

But our use of nuclear plants also demands
that we address the question of burying radioactive
waste. The good news is that we’ve started to do
exactly that in New Mexico and so far things are
going just as planned. I've been reading recently
about that topic in an interesting book about nuclear
energy called Power to Save the World by Gwyneth
Cravens.

The four square mile Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant (or WIPP as it's commonly known) is in the
Chihuahuan Desert. It makes use of one small part
of an enormous salt bed that’s 690 miles long and
260 miles wide.

The gigantic body of salt was laid down by
a shallow sea in what geologists call the Permian
Period about 250 million years ago. It's been a crys-
talline body of salt from that day to this, surviving
intact despite all the changes that went on above
it at the surface of the Earth in the following two
geologic eras.

In many parts of the world circulating ground-
water could move nuclear waste after it’s buried in
the Earth. Happily, the salt formation at WIPP is
quite dry, with only a little water in it. Best of all,
the water does not move to any appreciable extent
from the salt to the surrounding rocks.

“Movement of groundwater from or through
the salt formation to rocks nearby is essentially
nonexistent,” Dr. Don Wall of Washington State
University told me. Wall is the director of the
nuclear reactor at WSTU and he used to work on
the WIPP project.

WIPP’s storage rooms for our nuclear waste
are over 2000 feet undergound in the salt bed. The
WIPP facility accepts what’s called transuranic
waste, much of which is materials like gloves that
have been in contact with uranium, plutonium and
other radioactive elements.

From my point of view, part of the magic of
WIPP is that salt 2000 feet underground deforms
like plastic, flowing about three inches per year at
the repository. That’s a helpful feature for the isola-
tion of the nuclear waste because it means the salt
will flow around the casks of waste, enveloping
them in earth material and sealing them in place
as time unfolds.

When WIPP s finally finished, it will have eight
undergound areas with seven rooms apiece. Each
room will be 33 feet wide and 13 feet high. Waste
will be placed in the rooms. Over time, the salt of
the ceiling, walls and floors of the room will flow
together, “healing the wound” of the empty areas
within the Earth.

Alert readers may remember that more con-
centrated, high-level nuclear waste was slated to
go to the Yucca Mountain site in Nevada. We as
a nation spent billions of dollars researching and
building that repository. But Yucca Mountain was
ultimately nixed because people in Nevada didn’t
want the waste in their state.

Most folks in New Mexico feel differently about
WIPP and its successful operations are converting
some skeptics, one by one. There’s even the argu-
ment to be made that WIPP could someday accept
high level waste, not just the type it’s licensed for.

Nuclear energy is part of our daily electrical
power supply. No matter your feelings about that,
we’ve got nuclear waste on our hands and we
therefore need to address waste disposal. For my
part, I'm glad WIPP is putting waste into a salty
tomb.

Dr. E. Kirsten Peters, a native of the rural
Northwest, was trained as a geologist at Princeton
and Harvard. Planet Rock Doc, a collection of Peters’
columns, is available at bookstores or from the pub-
lisher at wsupress.wsu.edu or 1-800-354-7360. This
column is a service of the College of Agricultural, Hu-
man and Natural Resource Sciences at Washington
State University.®
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Steve Jackson, Owner
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Transmission and Auto Repair

1045 Getty St.
Muskegon, Ml 49942

Owner
Mark Paseka

Hank Jones
Owner

WE REPAIR ALL
MAKES & MODELS
Sign up for our
monthly raffle of a:
FREE OIL CHANGE!!

788-1970

7162 E. Apple Ave., Musk.
CORNER OF APPLE AVE. & MAPLE ISLAND

Come and see me for your repair needs!
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ENGINE AND MACHINING SERVICES
Cycles, ATV’s, PWC, Lawn Equipment, Snowmobiles and Outboards

19092 144th e Fruitport, MI 49415
(616) 842-4366 Wi
Reasonable rates and repairs are guaranteed.
Three tenths of a mile north of Apple Dr. on 144th.
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Now offering
$28.99 Oil
Change

FREE

BASIC INTERIOR
_CLEANING

with any full
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Fruitport Pennzoil
345 N. Third St. « Fruitport

 Across from Suzi’s Village Inn Restaurant
231-865-3604

save with
FAN Money

:;';Mpn‘-'Fri::8af'|nf--6pm
: S Sat:| 8aml-14pm

R N
SHERES g
O®0" AuToMOTIVE ==
MARINE INDUSTRIAL

SALE 10% off

Marine Batteries,
Starters and Alternators

TIRE SALE I ——

* FREE mounting & balancing
* FREE rotations for life

* FREE front end inspections
* Best price guarantee

Save with
FAN coupon

M -Th: 8 -5:30
F:8-5
Sat: 8§ - 12

AIR CONDITIONING
SPECIAL $79.95 ..,

Recharge your A/C *

4280 Airline Road, Muskegon
231-733-7600 (west of US-31)
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