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HYMN SING
Traditonal & Gospel

2nd Friday every month

Everyone Welcome!

Purpose: To glorify the name of Jesus 
and bring joy to the hearts of seniors!

** Eat FREE at 6pm **
** Music starts at 7pm **

at Bethel Baptist Church
of Fruitport

Contact: Chuck Hackney 231-730-2859

One owner van with a great 
look and all the options. 
Take advantage of our 
Guaranteed Credit Approvals 
and this one could be yours 
Today!!! Call us or Apply 
online today and experience 
First Class customer service 
at it’s Best. Don’t believe us, 
then read our reviews.

2008 Honda Odyssey

We put the needs of You, The 
customer first!!! Don’t Delay,
Call Today...You’re 
Appoved!!!

Get Connected. Get Answers.
Community Access Line of the Lakeshore

• A single dad wants to join a parent support group

• A nineteen year old college student seeks HIV 
testing

• A runaway teen needs a safe place to stay

• A working woman seeks adult day care for her 
elderly father and a caregiver support group for 
herself

• A senior citizen wants to volunteer

• A young family in financial crisis searches for
 budget counseling

231-777-2658
3020 S. Mill Iron Rd. • Muskegon, MI 49444

• Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate  • Commercial Tile
• Installation • Boat Rugs • Carpet Binding

Comments on the Village Trustees 
Letter (Comments on page 35)
 They state the Village was prepared for last 
winter by purchasing an additional used plow 
truck. What they did was purchase a used light 
duty truck over the internet at a price close to the 
cost of a new one. It needed repair work when it 
arrived and continued to do so. They sold their 
used heavy duty plow truck because one of the 
Village employees was unable to get a CDL driv-
ers license to drive the heavier truck.
 The trustees gave the schedule for plowing 
snow with their two employees. What they don’t 
tell you is that the two new inexperienced employ-
ees evidently are not able to do what two previ-
ous employees could do alone. The last employee 
could easily plow the Village during his shift by 
himself. When Jim Remwolt worked previous 
to him, he could plow the Village in about four 
hours and had time to clear the sidewalks also. 
These two new employees are evidently harder 
on the trucks, to have them both with major me-
chanical problems at the same time. I guess it can 
be chalked up to the Village president hiring his 
neighbor kid and a friend’s son and letting a very 
capable employee go. Not only that, but one of the 
current employees is making about twice of what 
the last very capable employee made. The board 
decided to pay the second employee $12 per hour 
until he could get the proper CDL drivers license. 
Within a year, they gave him a raise and he still 
doesn’t have the needed license. Several people 
have complained that the Village President, Rog-
er Vanderstelt would not answer his phone, nor 
return calls either during the winter. I have been 
told that Roger said they would only be able to 
patch up streets for a few years because the Vil-
lage council gave over $100,000 of their mainte-
nance money voluntarily to the township for a 
sewer line related road repair donation. Even after 
the Village attorney told them not to. They will be 
making payments for about four years to cover it 
from the road maintenance fund. 
 Some of the intersections were left with nearly 
a foot of slush for about a week at times. A very 
dangerous situation for cars stopping at stop signs 
and then trying to get going again. If both of their 
trucks were broke down, the corner slush problem 
could have been taken care of with a capable 4-
wheel drive plow and they were available all over 
the place. Some would have probably helped out 
for free just because of the safety problem, especial-
ly around the schools. The trustees letter suggested 
that people can be arrested for not shovelling the 
sidewalk in front of their house. Most municipali-
ties discovered years ago that it was difficult to ex-
pect people to do that. Some are unable to, some 
have to go to work in the morning and can’t get to 
it until later, in addition, the Village has a snow-
blower for that purpose. That’s one of the reasons 
people pay the extra taxes to live in the Village. 
Previous administrations cleared the sidewalk for 
the Village residents. Why did they buy that ma-
chine if not to use it? Another instance is that they 
left the snow unplowed in the parking area along 
Third Avenue across from the drug store and left 
it that way for weeks. Then they brought an em-
ployee in on Sunday to clean it up at double time 
pay when they could easily have taken care of the 
snow during regular hours between snow storms. 
There are things like dumping sand into the lake 
at the end of Fourth Avenue without DEQ permis-
sion and then they had to have it removed from 
the lake. Its currently piled near the lake without 
properly securing it with a barrier.
 There’s the sign ordinance that regulates signs 
with changeable letters. The village has stated that 
it was changed to “create a clean satisfactory im-
age of the Third Street business corridor” and “to 
assist in the fiscal stability in the village.” Also to 
help with “the pursuit of new businesses and the 
success of the existing businesses in the village,” 
etc., etc. 
 I don’t know who wrote this ordinance up, 
but whoever it was didn’t know that it’s Third Av-
enue not Third Street and apparently no one on the 
board knew either. It goes down hill from there. 
Most of the existing signs will be unable to con-

form to the changed ordinance. Burger Crest has 
spent over $1500 on their sign and it still doesn’t 
conform. Most of the small businesses in the Vil-
lage are not able to spend that kind of money. Su-
zi’s Village Inn has attempted to change their sign 
to conform and it looks nice except its being used 
as a place to dump garbage. I suppose they will 
start arresting local small business people who are 
unable to make their sign conform. So much for 
helping “the success of the existing businesses in 
the Village” and “the pursuit of new business.” I 
don’t know how much they paid to have the new 
ordinance written up, but no one on the board evi-
dently figures they are capable of doing any better 
than someone from someplace else and unfamiliar 
with the needs of this community.
 Trustee Jerry Alger is the exception on the 
board but is continually outvoted. During the 
winter, Roger and company were going to sell the 
heavy duty plow truck to Mike, one of the Vil-
lage employees, for $500. Jerry complained at a 
board meeting that it was worth more than that. 
Roger told Jerry that if he thought he could sell it 
for more, do it. Jerry said okay and proceeded to 
list the truck on the internet. After a week, Roger 
sent an e-mail to all the Village trustees that Mike 
would still buy it for $500. About that time Jerry 
had received some interested inquiries and was 
able to sell it for $3500 within a few weeks. He 
probably could have gotten more for the Village if 
he had not felt pressured to sell it quickly. Trustee 
Rothenberger has recently, at a board meeting, at-
tempted to trivialize Jerry’s effort.
 I believe that financially Jerry Alger is the most 
successful person on the Village council. Jerry is a 
life-long resident of the Village. He loves Fruitport 
and he has been active in various ways in the bet-
terment of his community for many years. It is real 
frustrating for him to observe the Village board 
wasting taxpayers money and generally mis-man-
aging the Village government.
 Roger ran for office as a proponent of aban-
doning the village. His management is reinforcing 
that argument. There are some individually smart 
and nice people on the Village board, but together 
they make some incompetent and overbearing de-
cisions. Its’s like they’re a bunch of zombies fol-
lowing a leader that’s lost his way.
 Ron Cooper, Editor

FAN want ads
$10 for the first 15 words
20¢ each additional word

 Send your ad and payment  to FAN
 420 N. Third  Fruitport, MI 49415
(There is an additional charge of $2 if we need to send 

you a bill.)

FOR RENT: Community Room at Clothes Encounters 
next to Word of Hope Church. Call (231) 865-3419.

FOR RENT: Werschem Community Room at the 
Fruitport District Library for private family events. For 
more information, contact Rose Dillon at the Fruitport 
Township Hall, or call 865-3151.

BUYING WORLD WAR I AND WORLD WAR II 
MILITARY STUFF and other military-related items. 
Call Max Riekse at (231) 865-3238. P.O. Box 82, Fruitport, 
MI 49415.

FOR SALE: Heavy-duty Singer sewing machine with 
cabinet and attachments, $75. Heavy Duty White sewing 
machine with cabinet and attachments, $100. Call Fran 
Cooley at (231) 865-3678.

HAVE YOU APPLIED for unemployment benefits 
and been denied? Are you being told you have to pay 
money back? Is your previous employer fighting your 
unemployment benefits? We may be able to assist you! 
For information and possible representation call (231) 
773-8529.

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS: Do you like helping oth-
ers? Do you love the elderly? DaySpring Services  may 
have just the opportunity for you. We serve older adults 
with God’s love. If  you would enjoy helping meet our 
residents’ physical, emotional, spiritual and social needs, 
including “quality of the moment activities program-
ming,” learn more about us at our website,
www.dayspringserves.com. We have positions available 
at our assisted livings in Fruitport Township, third shift 
preferences. Apply at 572 Lake Forest Lane, Muskegon 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

INTERESTED 
in a FIRST 

MORTGAGE 
of $75,000
or $45,000

on 50 ACRES
in FRUITPORT

TOWNSHIP
Can pay 6% interest!

5-Year Pay Off
For more information call

865-6400


