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For more information contact us: 
Email – calvary.bible@frontier.com
Phone – (231) 798-7411

Calvary Bible Church
4617 Grand Haven Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49441

“A Friendly, Christ-Centered, 
Non-Denominational Church”

We offer AWANA programs on Wednesday nights 
during the school year, and our Vacation Bible 

School is July 17 – 21!

Sunday School – 9:30am
Sunday Morning Service – 10:30am
Sunday Evening Service – 5pm

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF FRUITPORT
 (231) 865-3822

Come as you are for
Church & Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Coffee & snacks before & after service

3212 Pontaluna Road, Fruitport
(between Edgewood & Middle Schools)

Pastor Mike Scott is 
back and he brought 

the manual.

Our church service starts with 
traditional & praise music, and 

after a few songs, the youth 
go to their Sunday School.  ~ 

Preschool through High School 
~ Nursery Provided ~
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Calvary Christian School Equips 
Students to Understand and 
Face our Changing Times  
 What do we mean by Biblical “worldview”?  
I have touched on this subject in my booklet 
“Roots around Rock: Teaching toward Ideals in 
a Less-than Ideal World” (copies available at no 
charge in the Calvary Christian Schools offi ce at 
5873 Kendra Road).
 That booklet explains a Biblical worldview as 
an understanding of our world and patterns of 
human behavior based on the narrative, truths, as-
sumptions, and relationships outlined in scripture.   
I refer to those standards as “ideals” and contrast 
them to the ever-changing “norms” of the world 
around us.
 Ideals, like the biblical truths that support them, 
endure through time. It is the constant nature of 
biblical ideals that causes them to fall in and out 
of favor within cultures that thrive on change and 
resist the notion of accountability to God.
 Those unfamiliar with a biblical worldview 
live instead by timeline of ever-changing norms. 
Norms are collective patterns of behavior and 
societal tolerances. They are shaped by trends and 
the shifting winds of politics, pop-culture and 
public opinion. Norms are not inherently good 
or bad, right or wrong, but they tend to abstain 
from absolutes and dissolve differences—to blend 
the black and white to gray. Norms seek an ever-
broader way and embrace the exchange of “new 
for old” on the assumption that change itself is 
naturally toward what is good. This is not true 
from a biblical perspective, but society’s embrace of 
ever-changing norms (and the new normal) fails to 
meet the burden of proof incumbent upon change 
and fails to see the unintended consequences of 
abandoned social mores.
 In a culture that assumes change is for the 
better, the rightness of a “new normal” is proven 
by its acceptance into normality. In this sense 
“rightness” does not mean righteous but alright. 
Something frowned upon a generation ago sud-
denly becomes alright, which is counterfeit to the 
word’s root meaning. Behaviors once considered 
“taboo” steadily slither into common practice 
under the mantra of “No one is saying ‘no’ so it 
must be alright,” and with no more rationale than 
that, norms change, and behavior that was consid-
ered disgraceful or illegal for centuries is suddenly 
on parade. This barrage of changing tolerances 
leaves many people asking, “If ‘anything goes’ what 
stays?” If cultural standards must now be delivered 
on the proverbial bandwagon, if principles are dic-
tated public outcry,  it is no wonder that ideals are 
fading and  norms are changing faster than ever.
 In this sense norms are like thermometers, ac-
cepting and refl ecting external changes as the new 
reality. Ideals are quite the opposite; they function 
as a thermostat, pressing toward a mark in hopes 
of infl uencing reality toward what ought to be. 
 Cultures shaped by norms rather than ideals 
tend to accommodate regrettable behavior rather 
than abstain from it. Man-centric worldviews pro-
duce man-centric norms as more and more toler-
ance is required to let “…everyone do what is right 
in their own eyes.”
 Ironically, the more tolerant society becomes 
to changing norms the less tolerant it is toward 
those who hold to changeless ideals. This rejection 
is rooted in the false premise that an “open mind” 
is superior to a fi rm belief. 
 Imagine a school setting where the opposite is 
true. A setting that purposefully integrates learning 
with life, science with conscience, facts with faith, 
theory with wonder, and wonder with belief.
Imagine an education in which the pressures of 
conformity to ever-changing norms are neutral-
ized by the truth that we are in but not of this 
world.  Imagine a place where the norm, if you 
will, is a fully accredited academic setting fully 
aware of other worldviews but rooted in the truth of 
scripture and the shared ideals of home, church and 
school. Such a place becomes more than a school; it 
becomes a community that partners with the home 
in teaching young people not only how to make a 
living but also how to live for the glory of God.  

Partnering with parents to equip students
toward personal excellence and the pursuit

of God’s purpose for their lives.
Tom Kapanka
Administrator
Calvary Christian Schools
Fruitport, MI   Read this article online at   
http://2beginwith.blogspot.com/


