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Samantha Smutz
I have  been homeschooled 
since kindergarten, and  I 
enjoy studying Math and  
Science.  I love music, 
photography, traveling 
and  the outdoors. I’m 
excited to share that I am 
going to Perth,  Australia, 
in July. I am enrolled in 
the Music Discipleship 
Training School at YWAM.  

I will also be going on a mission trip overseas before I 
return  at the end  of the year.

Lucy Leonard
I was blessed to be 
homeschooled growing 
up and  loved all the 
quality family time 
included. Following 
graduation, my plans are  
to attend cosmetology 
school and  start at MCC 
for a business degree, as 
my goal is to open  my 
own hair salon. In my 

spare time I can be found outdoors reading, being 
artsy or volunteering. I love to laugh, seek adventure 
and  praise God for all his glorious blessings.

Mason Smutz
A native to South  
Carolina, I lived in 
North Carolina and  
Virginia before moving to 
Michigan in November of 
2016.  As an avid hunter, 
I have  hunted a variety 
of wildlife. I also love 
to study deer  as well as 
habitat management. This 
fall I plan to attend MCC 

for a year,  then  I will enlist in the Air Force.

Lisbeth Franzon
I am excited to be going 
to Hope  College next 
year  to double major 
in Political Science and  
Theatre. I am planning on 
going into foreign policy 
and  hope  to be able to 
develop a way to connect 
politics and  the arts. I 
see God helping me learn 
how to deal with con-

flict, and  I think that has helped me realize I can be 
involved in politics.

Brittany Beach
I am attending Muskegon 
Community College to get 
my Associates in Nurs-
ing. The long-term plan 
is to get my Masters, but 
I haven’t decided where  
I’m going for that yet. I’m 
not sure what else God 
has in store for me, but 
I can’t wait to find out! 
“In their hearts humans 

plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.”  
Proverbs 16:9

Kelsie Knebl
My plans for after 
graduation are  to work 
hard,  make  money, and  
further my education. 
I’m not sure what career 
I want to pursue, but I 
eagerly look forward to 
following wherever God 
leads me! I hope  my 
future includes lots of 
traveling, laughter, good 

food, and  dogs. Primarily, I plan on enjoying life to 
the fullest!

Andrew Chalko
Growing up as a home-
schooler my favorite 
subject was science, en-
couraging my joy for 
constructing and destroy-
ing. Interning in the auto-
motive trade  for several 
years has developed those 
skills for building. My fa-
vorite hobbies wouldn’t 
be possible without them.  

Drag racing, dirt biking and  anything else with en-
gines is great  fun for me.  While my experience with 
vehicles should prove  useful, my next goal will be 
pursuing a career in HVAC.

Dustin Kelley
I have  been home-
schooled since the 3rd 
grade. I really enjoyed 
being homeschooled be-
cause it has allowed me 
to try new things and  to 
work at my own pace. 
My hobbies are  shooting, 
fishing, reading, cooking, 
driving tractors and  bal-
ing hay.  After gradua-

tion, I plan on baling hay this summer and  going to a 
trade  school in the fall.

Katelyn Hawkins
I have  been home-
schooled my whole life. 
I love horses, writing, 
coffee, movies, being out-
side, playing guitar, and  
spending time with my 
family, friends, and  God. 
I have  been working with 
horses since I was 8, and  
I have  recently started 
my own horse hoof trim-

ming business. After I graduate, I plan on continuing 
to grow my business and  entrepreneurship skills. I am 
so excited to see where  God leads me.

Morgan Beach
This fall I will be attend-
ing Indiana Bible College, 
enrolling in their missiol-
ogy program. I’m major-
ing in Missions with a 
minor in Theology, and  
I can’t  wait to go where  
God leads me!

Alex Near
After graduating, I want 
to follow God’s path  that 
I feel He has designed 
for me by attending 
Muskegon Community 
College in pursuit of a 
career of graphic design 
of some sort. I will do my 
best to continue to trust 
that God has a purpose 
in my life, no matter  the 

outcome. I plan to use my artistic talents for the glory 
of God in whatever way!

Elizabeth Doctor
I have  been homeschooled 
since kindergarten. I 
played basketball with 
Shoreline Breakers for 
8 years. I plan to attend 
MCC this fall. I am 
undecided on my major. 
I am excited to see what 
God has in store for 
my life. My life verse 
is Jeremiah 29:11 “For 

I know the plans I have  for you, declares the Lord, 
plans to prosper you and  not to harm  you, plans to 
give you hope  and  a future.”

Calvin Holtrop
I’m thankful for my 
parents, who’ve home-
schooled me all my life, 
and supplied me with 
crucial skills and knowl-
edge that I may not have 
learned in a different en-
vironment. I like to write 
flash fiction and poetry, 
and I’m hoping to use the 
talents and skills God has 

given me to do business in writing and art. I also con-
sider pursuing mechanics. For all these things I thank 
God, without Whom I’d never have come so far or 
have so much to look forward to.

Elijah Yeager
As of now, I am studying 
welding and  am looking 
into many  schools to 
further my career. This 
summer I’m planning to 
go to Turkey on a mission 
trip. While I don’t yet 
have  clear future plans, 
I know whatever I may 
do in the future will be 
directed in the path  God 

wants me to walk.

Joshua 
Shedenhelm
I have  graduated! My 
plans for the future include 
a higher education. I 
enjoy mountain biking, 
gaming, skiing and  
music. My inspiration 
comes from Jesus and  all 
the support given to me 
from family and friends. 
I look forward to starting 

another part of life’s journey as this one  draws to an 
end  and  shaping my future in the years to come.

Nathaniel Foster
I am planning on taking 
advantage of the Prom-
ise Program at MCC and  
getting all the prerequi-
sites out of the way.  I am 
looking forward to pur-
suing a career in aviation 
or transportation.

Jedadiah Lee
I am a homeschool lifer. I 
play piano and  violin, but 
I’m best at video games. 
I also play football, 
basketball, and  baseball. 
My hobbies are  hunting, 
fishing, dirt biking, and  
all things outdoors. My 
goal is to attend the police 
academy and  become a 
police officer.

Morgan Olson
I have  been homeschooled 
since the third grade. I am 
not sure what the Lord 
has in store for me after 
graduation, but I will 
trust in Him and  follow 
where  He leads. In the 
meantime, I am pursuing 
occupation as a freelance 
makeup artist.  My 
ultimate dream is to be a 

homeschool mom. I love composing music, recording, 
reading and  dancing.

Natali Bradfield
The question all of you 
want to know is what I’m 
going to do with my life, 
right? Well, I don’t have  
any answers yet, but I en-
joy training dogs, writing 
and  farming. I am good 
at accounting but don’t 
really like it. I have  been 
homeschooled from birth, 
and  Momma has done  a 

fine job if I do say so myself.

Abigail Jackson
I enjoy my Bible, hanging 
out with friends, singing, 
ice cream, and  theatre. 
After a recent mission trip 
to Uganda, I would love 
to go on many  more  in 
the future! After gradua-
tion, I plan on getting my 
Biblical Counseling certi-
fication through  ACBC. 
I pray that, through  the 
effect of counseling, I will 

be able to help those who are  struggling in their walk 
with Christ. :) May God be glorified!

Morgan Flint
Hello! This fall I plan on 
attending Boyce College 
in Louisville, Kentucky.  
As of right now, my plan 
is to pursue a degree in 
Education, specifically 
teaching English as a 
Second Language. My 
interests include: guitar 
playing, swing dancing, 
photography, theatre 

production, cooking, hanging with friends and  much 
more! I pray, wherever God leads after today,  that 
I will be effective for the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
make  people smile. :)

Uriah Bischoff
I have  been home-
schooled for 18 amazing 
years by my parents, Ben 
and  Brandy.  My favor-
ite lesson that they have  
taught  me is to use my 
creativity to express my-
self and  my inspirations. 
I plan on pursuing my 
interest in art by taking 
MCC classes for graphic 

design this coming fall. I also enjoy reading, singing in 
choir, spending time with my friends and  family, and  
tagging potatoes in memes.

Brody Kuncaitis
I’ve been homeschooled 
my whole life. In 2007 
I began Tae  Kwon Do, 
eventually earning my 
3rd  degree black belt. 
In my spare time I enjoy 
working on and  riding 
my dirt bike. As part of a 
senior project, I bought a 
truck, researched repairs 
and  worked  on finishing 

it. I began an internship at our family’s business. After 
graduation, I’ll continue to learn the industry and  
work there  as part of the team.

Homeschool Graduates... ...Class of 2018

Congratulations

Graduates!

In their lowest state, Gen. 
Washington “inspired by 
Heaven” leads to victory
 After the amazing evacuation from Brooklyn 
Heights, Washington sought to know British plans, 
so 21-year-old Nathan Hale volunteered as a spy. 
He was caught and hung. His last words were: “I 
only regret that I have but one life to lose for my 
country.”
 The Continental Army was chased out of New 
York, across New Jersey, and into Pennsylvania. In 
six months, ranks dwindled from 20,000 to 2,000 
exhausted soldiers who were planning to leave 
at year’s end, as they had only enlisted for six 
months.
 Philadelphia was in panic, expecting a British 
invasion. The Continental Congress packed up and 
fled, giving their last instruction: “…until Congress 
shall otherwise order, General Washington shall 
be possessed of full power to order and direct all 
things.”
 Washington had Thomas Paine’s pamphlet, 
“The American Crisis,” read to his troops:

 These are the times that try men’s souls. 
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of 
their country…Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 
conquered; yet we have this consolation with 
us, that the harder the conflict, the more 
glorious the triumph…Heaven knows how to 
put a proper price upon its goods; and it would 
be strange indeed if so celestial an article as 
FREEDOM should not be highly rated…
 In the 15th century the whole English 
army…was driven back…by a few broken 
forces…headed by a woman, Joan of Arc… 
Would that Heaven might inspire some Jersey 
maid to spirit up her countrymen…”

 With the password for his military operation 
being “Victory or Death,” Washington’s troops 
crossed the ice-filled Delaware River on Christmas 
Day evening in a blizzard. Trudging through  
blinding snow, with one soldier freezing to death 
on the march, they attacked Trenton, New Jersey, 
at daybreak, December 26, 1776.
 The feared German Hessian mercenary troops 
hired by King George III were trained to fight in an 
open field, and were not prepared for Americans 
firing from behind every tree. The Americans 
captured nearly a thousand in just over an hour, 
with only a few wounded, one being James 
Monroe, the future 5th President.
 After winning the Battle of Trenton, British 
General Cornwallis sent his 8,000-man British army 
to attack Washington near Princeton, New Jersey. 
The night before the battle, Washington left his 
campfires burning and silently marched his army 
around the back of the British camp at Princeton. 
At daybreak, January 3, 1777, Washington 
attacked. At one point, American troops under 
John Cadwalader retreated. General Washington 
quickly rode over, stopped the retreat, then rode 
ahead of his troops to within thirty yards of the 
British. Turning and facing his men, he yelled 
“halt,” then “fire.” The British returned fire, filling 
the field with smoke. Many thought Washington 
was surely shot, being exposed to fire from both 
sides, but when the air cleared, Washington 
appeared, waving his men forward. Three British 
regiments were captured. Enthusiasm swept 
America.
 Frederick the Great of Prussia called the ten 
days from December 26, 1776 to January 3, 1777, 
“the most brilliant in the world’s history.” Yale 
President Ezra Stiles stated in an Election Address 
before Connecticut General Assembly:

 In our lowest and most dangerous 
estate…we sustained ourselves against the 
British Army of 60,000 troops, commanded 
by…the ablest generals Britain could procure 
throughout Europe, with a naval force of 22,000 
seamen in above 80 men-of-war (ships)…
Independence…was sealed and confirmed 
by God Almighty in the victory of General 
Washington at Trenton, and in the surprising 
movement and battle of Princeton…Who but 
a Washington, inspired by Heaven, could have 
struck out the great movement and maneuver 
of Princeton?…The United States are under 
peculiar obligations to become a holy people 
unto the Lord our God.

 Taken from Miracles in American History-32 
Amazing Stories of Answered Prayer by Susie Federer 
(adapted from William J. Federer’s American Minute)




