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GAME DINNER
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

POTLUCK DINNER 
(game, if possible) 

at the First Congregational 
Church of Fruitport
3212 Pontaluna Road 

(across from elementary school)

Friday, February 22, 2019 
6:00 p.m.

Lots of Prizes!
Tons of Good Food for Everybody!
If you have a son/daughter, grandson/

granddaughter, nephew/niece, or 
young neighbor that got their fi rst 
deer, fi sh, rabbit or whatever, 
bring them along. We love to 

acknowledge and promote our young 
hunters and fi shermen!

Prizes will be awarded to ALL 
hunters and fi shermen ~ young and old, 

so bring your pictures, your antlers, 
and mounts. We will see who got the 

biggest buck this year, the biggest 
fi sh and the biggest turkey!

This is a FREE event, so bring a dish to 
pass and enjoy the night! If you don’t 
have fi sh or game to bring, you can 
bring a salad, vegetable, fruit, chips, 

or dessert.

Plates, cups, silverware, napkins, 
punch, and coffee will be furnished.
Come, invite your friends 

and have fun!!!
Any questions, call Jim Crays at 
616-842-5712 or 231-865-3822

Become a
U.S. Citizen

Classes being planned to 
help you.

Call (231) 288-9873 for more 
information.

Also classes being planned to teach 
Spanish-speaking children how to 

speak in English
taught by other Spanish-speaking 

children.

4345 Airline Rd, Norton Shores PH. 737-4939
280 Ottawa St., Muskegon         PH. 727-6020
112 E. Colby St., Whitehall        PH. 894-0880

Like us on Facebook to see new things as they come in!
Facebook.com/MuskegonCountyReStore/

Ottawa County Chickenpox
October 18, 2018  |  Ottawa County
     On Wednesday, October 17, 2018, the Ottawa 
County Department of Public Health (OCDPH) 
received information on a confi rmed case of 
chickenpox in an unvaccinated student attending 
Waukazoo Elementary in West Ottawa. Parents of 
students in this school building were notifi ed of 
the chickenpox case in a letter stating:

By order of the Ottawa County Department 
of Public Health under the authority of the 
Michigan Public Health Code Act 368 of 
1978, if your child has not been immunized 
and you cannot provide a verifi cation of a 
previous diagnosis of chickenpox, he/she 
will be excluded from school until November 
1, 2018, and may return to school November 
2, 2018, provided they have not developed 
chickenpox during this time period.

If you suspect that your child has 
chickenpox you are encouraged to contact 
your medical care provider. All individuals 
diagnosed with chickenpox should be kept 
home until the rash has crusted over (usually 
about fi ve days).

If you have been told previously that your 
child should not receive the vaccine because 
of a medical condition, please contact your 
child’s medical provider in the event of 
chickenpox exposure.

If you have any questions about chickenpox 
please contact your family’s physician.

     Additionally, children and adults who have a 
compromised immune system through medication 
or a medical condition should contact their 
physician.
     Chickenpox is a highly contagious illness that 
generally starts with a slight fever, followed by 
a blister-like, itchy rash. Although this is usually 
not a serious illness, in some children and certain 
high-risk individuals chickenpox can cause much 
more severe illness leading to hospitalization or 
even death. Learn more about chickenpox at
www.cdc.gov/chickenpox.

Ottawa County Tackles 
Challenging Groundwater Issues 
with Proactive Planning
     One of the last places you would expect to 
encounter a challenge with ensuring a sustainable 
supply of fresh groundwater is Ottawa County. 
Situated along 24 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline, 
with the Grand River traversing its landscape 
and Lake Macatawa and Spring Lake within its 
borders, Ottawa County is a popular destination 
for recreation, business, and living. Access to water 
is perceivably abundant. However, the water that 
is located underground and out of view, which is 
used by thousands of residents as their primary 
source of fresh drinking water as well as by 
farmers to irrigate their crops, is at risk.
     Originally alerted to groundwater concerns 
nearly a decade ago, Ottawa County hired 
Michigan State University (MSU) in 2011 to 
conduct a comprehensive study of the quality and 
sustainability of the County’s groundwater system. 
MSU’s scientifi c fi ndings released in Spring 2018 
confi rmed the anecdotal evidence—water levels 
in the deep bedrock aquifer are declining, and 
chloride concentrations in the water are increasing. 
Moreover, the fi ndings of this study support what 
we’ve known all along—water conservation is 
critical, even in our Great Lakes State.
     MSU’s groundwater study points to unique 
geological features located underneath several 
communities in the central areas of Ottawa County 
as a contributing factor to the groundwater 
challenge. These areas are seeing declining 
groundwater levels due to thick layers of clay 
deposits that prevent water from re-entering 
the bedrock aquifer locally. As groundwater is 
continually pumped out of the aquifer, the system 
is not being “recharged” fast enough to keep up 
with demand. Furthermore, as the water levels 
continue to decline, naturally occurring brines 
(salt) found in the bedrock aquifer are mixing with 
the groundwater at an increasing rate, resulting in 
a higher concentration of chloride in the water.  
Elevated levels of sodium chloride in water can 
corrode pipes, damage crops, and potentially 
exacerbate health concerns among individuals 
with high blood pressure. The Static Water Levels 
(SWLs), which is the level of water in a well 

when the pump is not operating, have actually 
been on the decline in this area since the 1960s. 
Extensive historical data shows that some areas 
of the County have seen a drop of as much as 40 
feet over the last 50+ years. Estimates show that 
if water consumption continues on the current 
path without intervention, these areas will see 
another 10 to 15-foot decline in the next 20 years. 
A decline of this magnitude could result in wells 
that are inoperable due to reduced or minimally 
available water resources or unusable because of 
high chloride concentrations.
     Effective water management and planning is 
key to reversing these issues. “The groundwater 
concern in Ottawa County is not unresolvable,” 
said John Yellich, Director of the Michigan 
Geological Survey. “Other areas of the country 
have faced similar challenges, and they’ve been 
able to develop successful strategies to ensure a 
sustainable water supply.” Another important 
factor in Ottawa County’s planning effort is to 
promote and reinforce the need for all residents 
and businesses to practice water conservation. Paul 
Sachs, Director of Ottawa County’s Planning and 
Performance Improvement Department, added, 
“As the County, West Michigan, and Michigan as 
a whole continue to prosper, the need for everyone 
to recognize and practice water conservation will 
become increasingly more important. Our fresh 
water supply is not unlimited.”
     The County’s Plan for managing its groundwater 
resources into the future is a collaborative effort 
that involves multiple partners including, but not 
limited to, Grand Valley State University’s Annis 
Water Resources Institute, Michigan Geological 
Survey, Michigan Groundwater Association, the 
County Department of Public Health, and County 
Road Commission Public Utilities Department, 
among many other stakeholders, scientists, 
experts, and local decision-makers.
     To learn more about how Ottawa County is 
proactively addressing this groundwater issue and 
what you can do to help, go to www.miOttawa.
org/groundwater. Here you can watch a short 
video titled “Managing Our Groundwater,” read 
in-depth about the County’s Groundwater Study 
and the conceptual Groundwater Management 
Plan, utilize an interactive groundwater mapping 
tool, and learn ways to conserve water at your 
home or workplace.

~
Editor’s Comment:
The problem could be solved by reducing the water 
use by farmers and commercial. All residential 
reduction combined will have little effect.

Candidate Bio:

on the Libertarian Party
     Max is a retired K-12 Michigan Public School 
teacher; 23 years; & supports our President Donald 
Trump’s call for specially trained armed teachers 
& school staff in our Public Schools.
     Max is a retired U.S. Army LtColonel; 32 years; 
& Vietnam War & Iraq War Veteran.
     Max Earned two MA’s from WMU & is pro-
public education.
     Max also has a B.A. from the University of 
South Florida.
     Max is the proud father of an Eagle Scout w/ 
9 palms, has been the commander of the Fruitport 
VFW post for many years, and has led the Fruitport 
Memorial Day VFW color guard for many years.
     Max is an Endowment/Life Member of the 
NRA - over 50 years.
     Max Earned “Friends of Conservative Energy 
Advocacy designation” by Michigan Conservative 
Energy Forum: & Received; “Full Endorsement” 
from Michigan Vaccine Freedom PAC:
     Previously endorsed by Michigan Right to 
Life & the NRA National Rifl e Association • (A 
rated).


