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Congratulations, Wyatt!

Jerry & Lynda Alger would like to announce 
the graduation of their grandson Wyatt Kalke.  
Wyatt, a former Fruitport resident,  graduated 
with honors, on May 4th, from Michigan Tech 
University, with a major in finance.

Porta-Potties missing from 
Trump Rally
by Mariann Cooper and Lana Ahumada

 My daughter Lana and I left Fruitport on our 
planned trip to Grand Rapids to go to the Trump 
Rally at the VanAndel. We arrived there at 4:00pm 
and walked a long distance to get to the end of the 
line.
 It didn’t take long to get acquainted with 
other people in line with us. We met people from 
Midland, Detroit, the Saginaw area, and many 
other places. We heard that someone had driven 
from Canada to see him. There were people of 
all ages and gave so much hope for the future of 
America.
 The line draped across the sidewalks in front of 
the businesses along the way which seemed about 
two miles long, turning left and right across town, 
and they had signs indicating there was no public 
restroom. Consequently, we became ‘customers’ 
along the way so we could use their bathrooms. 
On our way to reach the end of the line, we had to 
shop in a “IPA” store/bar, make a purchase and 
were able to use the bathroom. As we passed the 
“IPA” establishment again, this time going in the 
right direction to VanAndel, we patronized them 
again. I don’t know what some of the other people 
did because we were in line for three hours.
 We finally reached the front of the building 
about 7:00pm, just in time to see them close the 
doors at full capacity! What a disappointment, not 
just for us but for all those others in line behind 
us. 
 Several protesters were across the street behind 
baracades heckling, but we were not interested in 
fighting. Just let them heckle, we did fine!
 Fortunately, we were close enough so we were 
able to see the huge screen set up outside which 
broadcast the rally. The screen was so huge, it was 
on the back of a semi truck bed and it brought 
Trump up to us larger than life! It started getting 
chilly so we left around 8:00pm, but there was 
much enthusiasm in the air. It was a very unique 
experience.
 If I could relay one thing to the Rally organizers, 
I would have to recommend installing temporary 
port-a-potties for the thousands of people that 
were in line outside for several hours, especially 
for the older folks.


