News from Fruitport Community Schools

Submitted by Bob Szymoniak, Superintendent

We have begun what has been the most
challenging school year we have yet expe-
rienced. But in light of the challenges, the
students and staff are doing great. They are
all wearing masks and we have done our best
to social distance per CDC and Muskegon
County Health Department guidelines. That
said, let’s hope for a rapid end to this pandemic
so we can get back to normal.

The pandemic hasn’t just impacted how
we run school, but it has also slowed progress
on our high school construction project. That
said, we are nearing 75% completion and the
project is still on track to be done by the start of
the 21/22 school year as planned. Assoon as
we are able, we will host another open house
so you can see the construction progress thus
far.

Fruitport Community Schools has two im-
portant upcoming elections you need to know
about. First is our operational millage levy
which will be on the November, 2020 ballot.
This millage is only charged to non-homestead
property at a level of 18 mills. These 18 mills
have been collected since proposal A passed
in 1994. The state requires us to collect this
millage or we lose funding. Look for more
information on this to be sent to all box-holders
in the coming weeks.

The other election is for a zero mill increase
bond issue in May of 2021. Aside from the high

school, our youngest building is the middle
school which was completed in 1969 and is
now 50 years old. Asbuildings age, infrastruc-
ture fails and building utilization becomes not
only expensive, but challenging as well. To
address this issue, the district has structured its
bond debt so that we can ask voters for a zero
mill increase bond issue every ten or so years
to replace the next building within the facilities
master plan. With this plan, Edgewood would
be replaced around the year 2027.

In the meantime, the district has facility
needs it can’t afford. For example, this pan-
demic has taught us the importance of increas-
ing air exchange in our classrooms. This could
be accomplished through the addition of air
conditioning and modernization of our HVAC
systems district-wide. It would take millions
of dollars to do this work which is money the
district does not have. Therefore, we worked
with our financial advisor to develop a zero
mill bond issue in May, 2021 that would give
us the money to afford air conditioning in all
of our buildings, along with several other im-
portant improvements. More on this will be
sent out in the coming months.

While school looks vastly different than we
are used to, we are doing our best to keep stu-
dents and staff safe while continuing an educa-
tional program. We appreciate the continued
support we receive from our community.

Candidate Bio: Todd Dunham

Hello Fruitport Residents,

My name is Todd
Dunham and I am
proud to announce my
candidacy for the office
of Fruitport Township
Supervisor.

I am a lifelong
resident of this township
and a Fruitport graduate.
I am a married father
of four children, two
graduates of and two currently attending Fruitport
Schools. I previously served on the township board
as a trustee.

I retired from the Muskegon County Sheriff’s
Office with 30 plus years of service, as my father
did before me. My oldest son, upon graduation,
enlisted in the U.S. Army and is currently serving
our country. My family is being raised to believe
that you must give back in service to your
community.

For thirteen years, I have had the honor of
being on the Executive and Budget Committee for
Special Olympics Michigan. I am the Director for
Muskegon Polar Plunge, Holland Polar Plunge
and all events for Special Olympics Michigan in
Muskegon and Holland. Along with dedicated
volunteers, Muskegon County has raised over
$100,000 annually.

Committed to Community, Driven by Desire,
Dedicated to Continuing to Serve, I look forward
with anticipation to having the privilege and honor
of serving as your next Township Supervisor.
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Andrea Anderson, CMMC

Fruitport Charter Township Clerk, Andrea
Anderson, is a Fruitport resident who has care-
fully and mindfully served the community over
the last four years. When sworn into office in
2016, Andrea accepted the responsibility of the
many rolls of Township
Clerk including records
keeping, serving on the
board, elections adminis-
trator, notary public, and
cemetery management,
among other duties.

Prior to being elected
as Clerk, Andrea earned
her bachelor’s degree in
business administration.
She came to Fruitport |
with a background rich
in customer service and business management.
While serving Fruitport as Clerk, Andrea completed
the education to earn her Certified Michigan Mu-
nicipal Clerk (CMMC) credentials. She has also
found time to improve her skills and advance her
profession by completing a variety of election and
other local government related trainings. During
the last four years, Andrea has served as Secretary,
Vice President, and most recently President of the
Muskegon County Clerk’s Association.

Andrea has been married to her husband Chris
for 13 years and has two children who attend Beach
Elementary. In addition to serving her commu-
nity as Clerk, Andrea enjoys volunteering at local
events, attending school functions, participating in
church activities, hiking with family and friends,
and cheering for her kids at their sporting events.

Family owned and
operated since 1946!

Acme
a Bedding
Company

Factory/ Store

Mattresses made at
this location!

660 W. Broadway

(between Seaway & Henry)

(231) 733-1637 * acmebed.com

A o) A

Residential

G & w Commercial
REFRIGERATION

Heating * Air Conditioning
3015 S. Brooks Road
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

773-7575 - FAX 773-0533

CUSTOM SHEET METAL
VENTILATION
® GARY WELLER & MIKE HERRYGERS - OWNERS
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HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS

Full service pném library

* High demand large and regular print books & DVDs

* Public computers, WiFi, copier & fax

* Reading materials in audio format & adaptive technology
* Listening equipment loaned to user

« Curbside service, holds pick-up

« Convenient location, relaxing and spacious design

* 24/7online digital resources
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MUSKEGON AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY
LIBRARY FOR THE
VISUALLY & PHYSICALLY
DISABLED

Visit madl.org for more information

4845 Airline Road, Unit 5 ¢ Muskegon, Ml 49444
231.737.6310 » madl.org

Baxter’s Towing
Storage & Propane

Owner Larry Baxter is proud of the
services that he, his family and staff
have pro‘vided since his grandfather
/ ' founded the
business 66

years ago.

There are many odd jobs out

there that need to get done. We
are proud to say that there are
very few that we cannot handle.

Heavy, Medium, and Light Duty Towing &
Recovery, Road Service, Lockout, Flat Tire,
Fuel Delivery, and Flatbed Services

231-865-3731
In God We T;tD You?

ACCREDITED S—
BUSINESS »

5333 Airline

Road




