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Fruitport Congregational
9 S. 8th Ave.

(Corner of Park & 8th)

Phone: 231-865-3551

Worship Time:  10:00am
Hospitality Time:  11:15am

Sunday School is available for
ages preschool through 5th Grade at 

10:15am. Children are
dismissed from the worship

service to attend.

Other Opportunities:

2nd Wednesday of each month –
Women’s Fellowship at Noon

Every Thursday at 7:00pm –
Sr. Choir Rehearsal

Everyone is Welcome!

Weddings & 
5-Year Milestone 

Anniversaries
published FREE in FAN

Send to: 
mail@fruitportareanews.com

or 4491 E. Pontaluna Rd.

Family owned and
operated since 1946!

Mattresses made at
this location!

660 W. Broadway
(between Seaway & Henry)

(231) 733-1637 • acmebed.com 

Sawyer Hileman - Age 6, Member of “All Seasons Fair Club”, Showing goats, pigs, 
feeder steer and lambs at the Muskegon County Youth Fair

FEF Scholarship Recipients
submitted by Tina VanderWall

The Fruitport Education Foundation offers 
many scholarship opportunities for FCS graduating 
students.  The application window opens mid-
January and runs through mid-March of each 
year. Scholarships are awarded once per year and 
recipients will be recognized at the Senior Awards 
Assembly each spring. Applications for 2022 
scholarships will be available beginning in January. 
Students may pick up a paper application from the 
counseling office or may complete the application 

online from our website, www.fruitporteducationfo
undation.com.

Fruitport High School held its Senior Honors 
Assembly on Sunday, May 16 for the Class of 2021. 
The Fruitport Education Foundation was honored 
to take part in awarding scholarship funding to 
eight recipients.

Scholarship funding was made possible by 
contributions from community sponsors listed after 
each recipient. Be sure to shop local and say thank 
you for all they do to support FCS students.

Dr. Universe: What are the strings 
inside a pumpkin? Some are 
attached to the seeds. – Maggie, 
Woodinville, WA

Dear Maggie,
If you open up a pumpkin, you would see all 

kinds of different things inside. Some people call 
all this gooey stuff the pumpkin’s “brains” or its 
“guts.”

There’s the meaty orange flesh, sticky pulp, lots 
of seeds, and, of course, all those little strings. The 
strings actually have a really big job.

My friend Lydia Tymon is a plant pathologist. 
That means she is like a doctor for plants—and she 
was happy to hear about your question.

The pumpkin’s strings, or fibrous strands, 
help the seeds get something important while the 
pumpkin is growing on the vine: nutrients.

You might think of the nutrients as if they were 
the seeds’ food, and you might think of the strings 
as if they were the pumpkin’s own food delivery 
service.

“In a lot of vegetables, there’s something that 
attaches the flesh to the seeds so that it can get the 
nutrients that it needs,” Tymon said.

Tymon said peas are another great example of 
a vegetable that has this kind of little system. If you 
pop open a pea pod, you may notice there is a little 
part that attaches the pea to the pod. It’s what plant 
scientists call the funiculus.

After learning about how nutrients can travel 
to the plant’s seeds through these fibrous strands, 
I asked Tymon exactly why these seeds need all of 
those important nutrients.

She reminded me that the seeds are how a plant 
reproduces, or makes future generations of plants. 
Those nutrients that pass through the fibrous 
strings of a pumpkin eventually get stored up in a 
part of the seed called the endosperm.

It’s this little part of the seed that stores up all 
the nutrients the seed will need to one day grow 
and develop into a plant. When the seed is exposed 
to water, soil and sun, new pumpkins can start 
growing on the vine.

You know, it sure is interesting to observe all 
the plants on our planet. Whether you are curious 
about pumpkins or other fruits and veggies, you 
never know when a great science question might 
strike.

With the help of an adult, maybe this year you 
can work together to do a pumpkin dissection of 
your own. Open up a pumpkin and see if you can 
identify all of its different parts.

If you are up for it, maybe you can even count 
all the seeds. Pumpkins have lots of seeds. You 
could even do some research to find out what the 
flesh is made up of or exactly what’s inside the 
seed.

After all that pumpkin exploration, you might 
feel a bit famished. When you are done, think about 
the different ways humans can use pumpkins for 
food.

You might even consider baking something like 
chocolate chip pumpkin muffins or a pumpkin pie. 
Or if you’re like me, you might just bake the seeds 
and enjoy a healthy pumpkin snack.

Sincerely,
Dr. Universe
Washington State University


