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Angelina Ruo Jia 
Hulka, daughter of 
Janice Hulka, will attend 
Michigan Technological 
University to pursue 
a career in computer 
engineering. Angelina 
was active in Robotics 
and National Honor 
Society.

Zachary John 
Schaefer, son of John 
and Theresa Schaefer, 
will attend University 
of Michigan to pursue 
a career in aerospace 
engineering. Zachary 
was active in Soccer, 
Track, and Wind 
Ensemble.

Ryan James Laus, 
son of Jim and Cheryl 
Laus, will attend 
Muskegon Community 
College to pursue a 
career in nursing. Ryan 
was active in Varsity 
Soccer, D.E.C.A., and 
Varsity Basketball.

Sierra N. Vanderwier, 
daughter of Scott 
Vanderwier and 
Rachelle Vanderwier, 
will attend Michigan 
Technical University, 
to pursue a career as a 
mechanical engineer. 
Sierra was active in 
National Honor Society, 
Cross Country, and 
Track.

Cody Scott Matuz, 
son of Scott Matuz 
and Jodie Leonard, 
will attend Muskegon 
Community College 
to pursue a career in 
engineering. Cody 
was active in Baseball, 
National Honor Society, 
and Basketball.

Orion David 
Pearson, son of 
Steve and Debi Pearson, 
will attend Muskegon 
Community College 
to pursue a career as 
an aerospace engineer. 
Orion was active 
in Student Council, 
National Honor Society, 
and Soccer.

Peter L. Pollock, 
son of Dave and Kathy 
Pollock, will attend 
Michigan Technological 
University to pursue 
a career in mechanical 
engineering. Peter was 
active in Boy Scouts, 
National Honor Society, 
and Varsity Hockey.

P a y t e n 
M c L a u g h l i n , 
daughter of David 
McLaughlin and Julie 
McLaughlin, will attend 
Muskegon Community 
College to pursue a 
career as a FBI field 
agent. Payten was active 
in Dual Enrollment, 
Softball, and Sideline 
Cheer.

Trent J. Strandberg, 
s o n  o f  T i m o t h y 
Strandberg and Tonya 
K ro l c z y k ,  p l a n s  t o 
enter the workforce 
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r 
graduation. Trent was 
a c t i v e  i n  B u s i n e s s 
P r o f e s s i o n a l s  o f 
America.

Connor Hazard, son 
of Kurt and Julie Hazard, 
will attend Baker College 
Culinary Institute to 
pursue a career in 
food and beverage 
management. Connor 
was active in Varsity 
Baseball, D.E.C.A., and 
Business Professionals 
of America.

Fruitport High School Senior Scholars - Class of 2022 Pomona Park Kayak Launch Near 
Completion
by Amy Haack

Phase 1 of Lake Michigan Water Trail Plan, 
which focused on inventory and assessment, was 
completed in 2014. The plan was developed at 
the state-wide level to assist communities like the 
Village of Fruitport in seeking grants to improve 
non-motorized paddling experiences near and 
along the Lake Michigan Shoreline. The plan 
shows access points and includes information 
such as access site amenities, ADA accessibility, 
environmental conditions, and many other 
features for kayakers and other non-motorized 
paddlers traveling along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline. Pomona Park is recorded in the Lake 
Michigan Water Trail Plan as one of those access 
points on Spring Lake which of course is adjacent 
to Lake Michigan. 

In April 2019, the Village of Fruitport took 
full advantage of the Lake Michigan Water Trail 
Plan and applied to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) for a recreation grant 
to construct an ADA accessible kayak launch on 
the shore of Spring Lake in Pomona Park. The 
Village of Fruitport achieved additional points on 
the grant application because the Pomona Park 
site was identified in the Water Trail Plan as an 
access point on the Spring Lake Trail segment of 
the Lake Michigan Trail. 

In December 2019, the Village of Fruitport 
was notified by the MDNR that the grant request 
was approved for funding through the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund. The project was 
getting set to go out for bid then historic high-
water levels happened across the state of Michigan, 
including Pomona Park, and the construction 
of the kayak launch had to be delayed due to 
soil conditions at that time not being suitable 
for construction. Then the COVID-19 Pandemic 
influenced the construction schedule and the 
project had to be delayed again. But through the 
perseverance of Village staff and officials, the 
ADA accessible kayak launch, which includes a 
boardwalk and parking lot, is at last in its final 
stage of construction in the Village of Fruitport’s 
beautiful Pomona Park

Bringing more good fortune back to the project, 
West Michigan Dirtworks generously donated their 
services as construction general contractor and site 
developer and has handled the construction phase 
with the utmost professionalism and ongoing 
communication. The project site is expected to 
be almost complete by Old Fashioned Days with 
exception of the construction of the board walk 
and installation of kayak launch due to a delay 
with the contractor and supplier. If all goes as 
planned, that final and arguably most important 
portion of the project should be complete in mid-
June finally allowing the launch to be ready to be 
used by paddling enthusiasts this summer. The 
kayak launch, located on the east side of the boat 
launch, will increase recreational opportunities 
for residents and visitors of all ages and abilities 
and will be one of the only dedicated launches for 
kayaks on Spring Lake.

The project has received written support from 
many along the way including Muskegon County, 
Fruitport Township, Fruitport Community Schools, 
and the Disability Network of West Michigan. 
Generous donations from the community 
totaling over $10,000 have been received ranging 
from a $5,000 contribution from the Fruitport 
Conservation Club to money received from a can 
drive conducted at the boat launch organized by 
the boat launch attendant.  

The Village’s ADA accessible kayak launch 
coincides with the Village of Fruitport’s goal 
of expanding recreational opportunities for 
everyone including senior citizens and those 
with disabilities. This is a truly special project for 
Fruitport Village and fits in well with the Village’s 
new slogan. “Small Village. Big Park.” 

In keeping with its recreation goal of expanding 
opportunities for all, the Village is also planning 
a new  playground in Pomona Park this summer. 
With the help of the generous community and 
grant support, the new playground equipment is 
on its way. A community playground build is June 
16, 17, and 18. At least 40 volunteers are needed to 
be on site to assist with digging holes, unwrapping 
equipment, and some pre-assembly. Volunteers 
will be working outside under professional 
supervision. The build will start each day at 8 
a.m. and will wrap up at 5 p.m. Volunteers may 
come and go during those time frames as time 
allows. Lunch, water, and tools will be provided. 
We’ll have some fun along the way, too. If you are 
interested in volunteering for the build, please 
RSVP and direct questions to (231) 865-3577 or 
office@fruitportvillage.org. 

There’s a lot of good stuff going in our Small 
Village with a Big Park. 


