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FAN is now in our 40th year. The 
masthead above is our original mast 
that was hand-drawn by someone 
who lived in this area. Many people 
have helped this paper survive over 
the years as we have tried to be a 
benefi t to our community. A big thanks 
to everyone who has been part of the 
effort. --Ron Cooper, Editor

Auebre Johnson, the daughter of Dustin 
Johnson and Heidi DeWind. She has two brothers, 
Collin and Robby. Being Homecoming Queen has 
been Auebre’s dream since she was a little girl! 
She says all she can remember was going to her 
older brother’s football games and seeing the girls 
in pretty dresses, wanting to be like them one day. 
Auebre says her favorite part about being on court 
was taking pictures and making all the little girls 
smile just like she did when she was their age!

If you ask anyone in the Fruitport school 
system to describe Auebre, the fi rst thing you 
see is a smile on their face. She brings a positive 
energy with her at all times. She is an exceptional 
student, currently top 10 in her class and has 
received multiple scholar awards every year for 
her exceptional work in the classroom. Some of 
the many awards she has received include AP 

Fruitport High School’s 2022 Homecoming King & Queen
Language Award, Marketing 3, Biology, and the 
Jay Gordon Award for being the top student in 
her middle school class. In addition to being a 
top student, Auebre excels in 3 sports: she is the 
Captain of the Volleyball and Basketball team 
and is on the Tennis team. She is a 3-year Varsity 
player in Basketball and Tennis. Auebre is also a 
part of The National Honors Society, DECA, and 
is a leader of the Student Section. In her spare 
time, Auebre enjoys shopping, going to the beach, 
hanging out with friends, making and editing 
videos, taking pictures, and being with family. 

After she graduates, Auebre plans on attending 
college and traveling abroad. Auebre says she 
would like to thank her classmates for giving her 
this opportunity and thanks her community for 
making it the best Friday night of her life!

Andrew J. Spyke, the son of Ross and Lisa 
Spyke are both FHS graduates from the class of 
1994.  Andrew has an older brother Caden, FHS 
class of 2021, and a younger brother Garrett, FHS 
future class of 2027.  Andrew has been a student 
at Fruitport Community Schools his whole life 
and comes from a long line of FHS grads which 
includes many aunts, uncles, cousins, and all four 
of his grandparents!  Grandpa Norm Spyke, FHS 
class of 1966, Grandma Rhonda (Wilson) Spyke, 
FHS class of 1972, Grandpa Tom Jasick, FHS class 
of 1968, Grandma Carla (Lakatos) Jasick, FHS 
class of 1970.

Andrew has been active in baseball and 
basketball throughout his high school career.  He 
is the Captain of his baseball and basketball teams 
and is a true leader on and off the fi eld.  He plans 
to attend Muskegon Community College in the 
fall of 2023 using the Muskegon Promise.  Andrew 
is undecided on his future studies at this time 
but would like to continue his education beyond 
Community College to a 4-year university.

In his spare time, Andrew enjoys lifting 
weights, leading the student cheering section at 
sporting events, playing sports, hanging out with 
his friends, and spending time with his family.

Letter to the Editor

When my wife and I were chosen to be King 
& Queen of this year’s Old Fashioned Days I 
was embarrassed.  I appreciated the honor but, I 
thought riding in the parade was a little too much.  
When we arrived at the middle school where 
we would start our ride in the parade I was still 
embarrassed but, that didn’t last long.  All of the 
Lions Club members made us feel relaxed and I 
started having fun.  Then the parade started and 
I heard people holler “hey Jerry” and they were 
waving.  That made me feel good.  We had a great 
time and the weather was beautiful.  Thanks to 
everyone who called us, sent us a text and some 
sent a video.  Everyone made us feel good.  Thanks 
to all of you.

--Jerry Alger
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Say hello to Fruitport’s latest gem, a jewel on 
their crown approved by voters in a 8-million-
dollar bond proposal passed in May 2021...a 
brand-new state-of-the-art football fi eld.  Dubbed 

Players line up for the pledge on their new 
goal line

The new fi eld

Fruitport’s New Football Field by Larry J. Pellet

a tremendous resource for the students, the fi eld 
already serves not only sports, but recreational 
activities as well.  Composed of layers of turf - with 
3-4 advanced fi lm blends which look and feel like 
real grass - the fi eld is comprised of 286,000 pounds 

of rubber with 178,000 pounds of sand and has an 
intricate drainage system which collects water in 
gravel under the turf called a “vault”.  With that, 
Fruitport’s latest investment rivals any of that in 
West Michigan. 

“It’s the next generation,” according to 
Operations Director John Winskas.  One that even 
surpasses that of Detroit’s Ford Field...”they’re 
getting better all the time,” he gleamed.

The fi eld, part of a wave of renovations that 
began with a $50 million-dollar high school and 
also includes 2 updated tennis courts, ensures that 
the days of playing on a rain slicked, muddy fi eld 
belong to a by-gone era.  Not only can the team 
both play and practice on the fi eld, irregardless 
of weather conditions, but the soccer team and 
marching band have also found a heaven of their 
own.  Band competitions are typically held at 
Ford Field, and now the Trojans can practice their 
music and moves on a surface that matches their 
championship destination.

Recently the band placed second in the 
Grand Haven Invitational, thanks in part to their 
familiarity to the surface.  “Most competitions 
are held exclusively on turf,” commented band 
director Tim Priest.

It has become the wave of the future.
Spongy and plush, with shock absorbers 

designed to prevent injury, the durable fi eld has 
a life expectancy of up to 15 years and requires 
less maintenance than a grass fi eld. Rain provided 
by mother nature herself adequately clean up 
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