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as the rain location on 
all the year’s signs and 
in my announcements 
each week.  Now one 
would think, “Oh! No 
problem. We are moving 
inside.” But my head 
was spinning like on 
Military Night, having 
to constantly stay in 
touch with John at the 
school, who would need 
to know what we were 
doing; the vendors; Tory 
at Wesco, since it was 
Popcorn Night; Steve 
Spees, the entertainer 
for the night who was 
driving from Grand Ledge; staying in contact 
with Kate, so she could update the Facebook page 
every few hours; and the helpers. Then when the 
change was made, moving signs around town 
towards the high school; going to bandshell and 
the grabbing table and all from storage area to 
bring inside. Whew... I must have lost five pounds 

that day. To add to all, I had to pick up long-time 
friends who came over on the Lake Express Ferry 
that morning to join us for the night and experience 
Dancing into Sunset, since they follow it all on our 
Facebook Page. All for the love of my community. 
Being inside the Fruitport High School for the first 
time was really nice and cool, since they had air 
conditioning on what turned out to be a humid 
night. We all adjusted very well, and we joked 
about how many people who were arriving paid 
attention to my announcements of the rain location 
and looked at the yard signs with the rain location 
listed. Thank you for all those that showed up and 
danced the night away with Steve Spees who was 
dealing with a very painful back injury. All in all, 
the night of location change was a success.

As Tuesday August 30th 2022 approached, I 
was sad that this would bring our sixth season to a 
close. I chose Tuesday instead of Thursday just so 
I could stay away from Labor Day Weekend and 
the sports games that have begun, with families 
leaving town for the last mini vacation of the 
summer.

In 2021, The Scottville Clown Band made us 
all laugh and dance and had such a good time 
playing at Pomona Park they wanted to come 
back. Last year, they had 51 band members show 
up to play for all of us, and this year they had 
about the same. There were so many it was hard 
to count them all.  The sound of the horns, tuba’s, 
saxophones, and all! You name it, they played it. 
And the crowd of about 1000 loved it and did not 
want them to leave.  To see so many enjoying them 
as much as they enjoyed our little town of Fruitport 
makes all my efforts worthwhile. With their large 
bus parked behind the bandshell, no one could 
miss that they were in Fruitport, especially with 
the traffic now backed up at times all the way to 
Waypoint Dock & Spirits.

If you never experienced The Scottville Clown 
Band staying in one spot (usually they walk and 
play in parades) you have missed a great time.

At this time, I would like to take the time to 
say “thank you” to a few people who have helped 
me every week. Set up and take down never 
seems to have enough people. And for some of 
you who would also stay, who I don’t even know 
your names of, who help at the end to sweep up 
the shredded rubber and put stuff away and then 
disappear into the night, I need to let you know 
I appreciate you as well. But Kathy Lundberg, 
Paula Dunham, Kate and Caleb Holtrop, you four 
have been amazing support for me this season in 
so many ways. Thank you again and again. They 
stepped in and said we are going to be here for you 
every week not just as helper to set up and take 

down, but were here as 
moral support when I 
needed it most when 
I had to disappear out 
of site. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, 
Bill & Carol Chaddock. 
What can I say to you 
two as well for helping 
whenever you could? 
And Gary Peets and Bill 
Noordhoff, and the extra 
help with the parking 
the last night from my 
sister and brother-in-
law, Rose and Ken.  All 
are so appreciated.

Dancing into the 
Sunset would not be the same without our group of 
regular couples’ dancers and line dancers. I must add 
thank you to all those that would help the newbies 
learn all the different dance steps throughout the 
season.  It made for such camaraderie, and in turn, 
a lot of fun for all to keep coming back.  So many 
of you are ambassadors for your community and 

don’t even realize 
it. And it showed 
in the responses 
and comments that 
I still keep hearing 
and reading about 
in the Memory 
Journal that gets 
passed around 
each night for all 
to just sign and 
date when they 
are attending, 
or the detailed 
entries wrote 
about one’s own 
memories at the 
original Pavilion. 

Why, Ray brought me a copy of a Buddy Holly 
announcement telling all that Buddy Holly and 
the Crickets would be performing 
at Michigan’s Finest Dance Pavilion 
here in Fruitport. Now that is the 
coolest thing ever—actually having 
a copy of that announcement in the 
Memory Journal. Thank you, Ray, 
a regular attendee.  The history 
of such a famous musician, who 
played right here in our little town 
of Fruitport, amazes me.

I think we have it down 
pat now with the food vendors. 
Parkside Pizza and Subs, down at 
the bottom of the hill, was a perfect 
fit once again, with hot pizza on site 
and call-in orders from their menu 
getting delivered directly down to park (that was 
very convenient since they are right across the 
street). Thank you to Troy, Nate, Bailey, and the 
crew, for helping keep the Dancing crowd fed. 
Dessert was available with the aroma of Carlson’s 
Almonds on the top of the hill. Thank you, Marilyn 
and Ron. To help with the Scottville Clown Band 
crowd, I had Da-Kidd BBQ join us for the night 

as well as Vibe 
Nutrition of Spring 
Lake.

As always, I 
am open to your 
suggestions and 
ideas to continue 
with the success of 
Dancing into Sunset 
Fruitport.

And there you 
have it folks! Great 
sixth season in the 
books with season 
seven in the works. 
Old and new are 
joining together 
once again for this 
FREE, enjoyable 
evening which starts 
with blue skies and 
ends with the colors 
of a beautiful sunset. 
Together, we work 
for the betterment 

of our community, to bring dance and music to all. 
And we will continue to do so right into 2023.

Ah ha! And you thought I was ending my 
article. Not a chance! for those that know me 
and my long announcements. I want to once 

Poster showing that 
Buddy Holly came to the 

Pomona Pavilion here in 
Fruitport, July 6, 1958.

Military Night Flag Ceremony

again personality thank all the sponsors and/or 
contributors below who make Dancing into Sunset 
Fruitport possible.

I would like to thank: The Village of 
Fruitport, The Storage Group, Fruitport Orchard 
Market, Tractor Supply, Wesco, and Ginman 
Tires. Community Foundation of Muskegon, 
Excel Propane, Pincrest Bar & Lanes, State Farm 
Insurance Spring Lake Office Doug Heins and 
State Farm Insurance Grand Haven office Michael 
Heck. A-Team Construction Co., Hazekamp’s 
Premier Foods, ServoPro of Muskegon and North 
Ottawa, and Waypoint Dock & Spirits. Spring Lake 
Floral, Ashley Robbins MI – Insurance Services, 
Patrick Gordon Homes ReMax Lakeshore, and 
Deitz House Moving Engineers, Inc.  The Storage 
Group, and The Village of Fruitport Senior Mileage.  
Justin with the Village of Fruitport and all his crew 
who keep Pomona Park looking beautiful.

And Kate Holtrop and her brother Caleb, 
for video/photographer/Facebook postings all 
season on beyond. Also, for any photos you see 
on Facebook that you would like to purchase, 
feel free to contact them at kate@holtrop.net or  
caleb@holtrop.net.

If you are interested in being a sponsor or may 
know someone, please send any new sponsors my 
way to:  dancingintosunset@aol.com

Also mark your calendar for June 8th, 
2023, and plan to attend this wonderful FREE 
community event put on for the community, by 
the community, for all of us to enjoy, right here in 
our own backyard of Pomona Park.

It warms my heart volunteering my time and 
watching so many enjoy Dancing into Sunset 
Fruitport.  To see so many gathering together to 
either just sit and listen or get up and dance to 
the music.  It has become “date” night, “dance no 
matter what your age” night, “meet new people” 
night, “see those you have not seen in a while” 
night, “reunion for school groups” night, and 
more. It is because of all of you that I do what I 
do.

I have been told the new location of the 
playground has been a big hit with the parents 

and grandparents who can still listen to the music 
while sitting on the benches watching their kids/
grandkids.  Way to go Village of Fruitport and all 
your hard work in getting the playground project 
completed.

Keep watching Dancing into Sunset Fruitport’s 
Facebook page in the off season for photos, videos, 
and updates posted by Kate and Caleb, which I 
so appreciate. And we will see everyone in the 
Spring of 2023.

Thank you to the Fruitport Area News for all 
that you do for our community, keeping us all 
informed.

Till next season, I will leave you all with a 
famous closing by a brother and sister duo:

“May tomorrow be a perfect day, May you 
find love and laughter along the way, May God 
keep you in his tender care Until we’re together 
again.”

And to my husband, “To Sir With Love”, 
“goodnight my dear you are forever in my 
heart.”

Parkside Pizza and Subs at Dancing into 
Sunset

Crowds gathered for the Scottville Clown Band

The Fruitport Area News published an error 
in the May 2022 print issue, page 12, in “Get 
Ready for Dancing into Sunset 2022!”, when the 
writer stated that Sue Halter is “a member of 
the Women’s Division Chamber of Commerce”. 
This is incorrect. Sue is not a member of the 
Women’s Division Chamber of Commerce.

Sorry for the confusion.
—The Fruitport Area News
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Souvenirs

T-Shirts, Tote Bags, Calendar Prints, 
Greeting Cards, Magnets & more!

www.cybercrayon.net/store

Souvenirs


