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Do we want to buy products from 
countries who say that they want to 

destroy us?

Countries In Question:

Countries Who Say They Want to
Destroy Us:

- Egypt
- India
- Iraq

- Afghanistan
- China
- Iran

If you don’t agree with this list or if 
you have others that should be on this 
list, just email the country name and 
reasons to info@checkthelabel.info.

- Pakistan
- Syria
- Venezuela

- North Korea
- Russia

Countries In Question:

- Iran

Become a Member of 
the American Legion by 
scanning this QR code 
with your smartphone, or 
visit Legion.org

For Help or To Help:
Every Woman’s Place
Phone: (231) 759-7909

24 Hour Crisis Line: (231) 722-3333
www.everywomansplace.org 

1221 W. Laketon, Muskegon, MI 49441

www.cybercrayon.net

FREE Printable 
Activities

Fun for the whole family!

COLORING PAGES 
WORD SEARCHES 

CROSSWORDS 
CUSTOM CALENDARS 

AND MORE !

Gifts for kids 
       & grandkids!

Buy gifts & 
collectable items 

Featuring Cuddly Critters™ 
cute cartoon animal designs!

Order 

Today!

www.cuddlycritters.net

Tim Holtrop
• Storyboard Artist • 

• illustrator •
timholtrop.com231.750.5393

Ralph J. Melchor, Sr.
10/24/1950 - 6/30/2023

Ralph J. Melchor, Sr., age 72, passed away 
Friday, June 30, 2023 at The Poppen Residence of 

Harbor Hospice. He 
was born October 24, 
1950 in San Antonio, 
TX to Thomas and 
Mercedes (Munoz) 
Melchor. On 
January 4, 1972, he 
married Lidia Salas 
in San Antonio 
and she survives 
him. He worked 
in maintenance for 

Spring Lake Schools and retired in 2018 as a bus 
driver for Muskegon Area Transit System (MATS). 
He was a member of Central Assembly of God. 
Survivors include his loving wife, Lidia Melchor; 
4 children, Ralph (Nicole) Melchor, Jr., Christina 
Melchor, Jeremiah Melchor, Immanual Melchor; 7 
grandchildren, Destini, Mateo, Sofi a, Jesse, Joshua, 
Marisol, Adan; 3 great-grandchildren, Zaniah, 
Rebel, Rarity; 1 brother, Thomas Melchor; 2 sisters, 
Isabel Munoz and Erma Roth; and his companion 
chihuahua Thor. He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his companion chihuahua Kiwi. A 
Memorial Service was held Thursday, July 13, 2023 
at Central Assembly of God, with Rev. Gordon 
D. Aiken offi ciating. Memorial Contributions 
may be directed to Central Assembly of God. 
Arrangements handled by The Lee Chapel of 
Systema Funeral & Cremation Services. Sign the 
online guestbook at www.sytsemafh.com

David Alan Split
1/29/1962 - 9/12/2023 (age 61)

David Alan Split, age 61, of Spring Lake, passed 
away unexpectedly on Tuesday, September 12, 

2023, while fulfi lling 
one of his life’s 
passions, fi shing 
on Lake Michigan. 
He was born on 
January 29, 1962 in 
Grand Rapids, MI to 
James and Barbara 
(VanKleef) Split. 
Dave married the 
love of his life, Jill 
Henry, on December 
28, 1996 in Key West, 
Florida. 

Dave graduated from Grand Haven High 
School and then attended Ohio Technical College. 
He spent several years working in the electronics 
fi eld before venturing out as a self-employed 
contractor.

Dave and his siblings enjoyed growing up 
in Grand Haven and spending lots of time in the 
Doris Beach area. He had an enthusiasm for the 
water and Lake Michigan sunrises and sunsets.

Dave was a devoted husband and father. It 
is impossible to summarize Dave’s life in a few 
paragraphs because he lived a thousand. He was 
an avid outdoorsman who loved to fi sh, camp, 
swim, boat, sail, ski, and snowmobile. But, Dave 
was most passionate about hunting all things wild. 
He would plan adventurous vacations and found 
the hidden gems everywhere he traveled. Dave 
had a generous spirit and was always lending a 
helping hand. He was a dreamer, thought outside 
of the box, and could fi x anything. Dave knew no 
fear.

David is survived by his wife of 26 years, 
Jill; and their two daughters, Audrey and Amber 
Split; his four siblings: Dr. James (Martha) Split, 
Ann (Rick) Rush, Mary Sams, and Robert (Elise) 
Split; his mother-in-law, Judi Henry; in-laws, Luci 
Kunde, Kristin (PJ) Melcher and Morrie Beau 
(Lisa) Henry; and several nieces, nephews, and 

Monica Lynn Fichtel
1/3/1961 - 1/9/2023

With the purest 
love of Jesus still in 
her heart, Monica 
Lynn Fichtel, age 
62, passed away 
Monday, January 
9, 2023, in the 
company of those 
who loved her 
most. Monica was 
born January 3, 
1961, in Muskegon, 
Michigan to 
Darryl and Bonnie 

(Decent) Sprague. “Mock”, who was seventh 
of 10 children, graduated Reeths-Puffer High 
School in 1980. She was a certifi ed welder. She 
held many occupations in Grand Rapids and the 
lakeshore, shop jobs, catering and food service, 
offi ce cleaning, and retail. On November 9, 2001, 
Monica married the love of her life, Jim Fichtel, 
in Grand Haven, Michigan. With Jim, she shared 
21 years of tremendous love. Starting life together 
in Grand Rapids, they enjoyed seeing bands, 
baseball, arena football, and hockey games. They 
spent many weekends on blind road trips, playing 
cards or cooking out with friends. Her daughter 
Bonnie was loved, and often there for weekend 
visits with friends. They enjoyed having the run 
of the house and hot tub. Open door policy was 
shown to all family and friends, no matter where 
she lived. She loved her family. Being closer, 
spending time, sharing memories with them was 
important, always visiting. In 2007 they moved to 
the lakeshore. A lifetime auto racing fan, Monica 
was especially proud to see her brothers and 
nephews on any dirt track. Her husband’s family 
and friends quickly became her own. She loved 
traveling around the country to see them at every 
chance, especially Christmas - distance was never 
a deterrent. They loved visiting her. She gained 
dozens of cousins. Monica always joked about 
becoming a world traveler. Though Monica loved 
fi shing, she only liked fresh tuna and dolphin right 
out of the (Hatteras) ocean and off the grill when 
she was there. She loved Lake Michigan, laying on 
any beach (under the sheets), and the lighthouses. 
She spent many summers picking fruit, camping, 
dunes and boating at Silver Lake, sometimes with 
her in-laws and cat, Weezer. Monarch butterfl ies, 

peacocks, all birds, most animals, old movies, 
hallmark, casino gambling, Las Vegas, anything 
purple or pink, antiquing, crafts, craft shows were 
her favorites. Monica was the best cook ever and 
she loved to bake. She was quick to help anyone 
in need. Monica was a music lover of the 50’s, old 
country, all rock and roll, and enjoyed concerts 
by all. She loved to sing to herself when she was 
happy. Her grandchildren, Xander and Elizabeth, 
she loved so much – just couldn’t get enough of 
them. She never missed a St. Louis Blues hockey 
game on tv with her husband. Jim was so proud 
of his wife. Just being home or swimming in the 
pool together brought their greatest joy. They had 
each other. Monica was a happy spirit and made 
friends wherever she went. Many friends became 
family. Her beautiful smile, and contagious laugh 
we’ll always remember. The stories, jokes she 
pulled, and sense of humor will be missed by all 
who knew her. Never a dull moment, Monica, we 
LOVE you!

She is survived by her husband of 21 years, 
Jim; daughter, Bonnie Marie Fox; father, Darryl 
Sprague; 2 grandchildren, Xander Fox and 
Elizabeth Fox; her siblings, Dave Sprague, Tom 
(Dawn) Sprague, Linda Ward, Mary (Rick) 
Steinman, Darryl Sprague, Todd (Pam) Sprague, 
Tammy Smith, Matt (Michelle) Sprague, Michelle 
Nedervelt; many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and 
nephews (grand & great); mother in-law, Phyllis 
Fichtel, Springfi eld, Illinois; brother-in-law, Wayne 
Fichtel Jr (Cathy), Asheville, NC, along with their 
family. Besides her grandparents, Monica was 
preceded in death by her mother Bonnie Sprague; 
her niece Kylie Lynn VanEtten; her uncles, Duane 
Sprague, Richard Carlson, Bud Murphy; cousin, 
Ron White and father-in-law, Wayne Fichtel Sr.

A memorial service was held 11:00 AM 
Saturday, July 29, 2023 at The Lee Chapel of Sytsema 
Funeral & Cremation Services. A Celebration of 
Life Luncheon followed the service. Later that 
evening, friends and family gathered at  Jim and 
Monica’s home where the celebration  continued. 
For those wishing to make an expression of 
sympathy in lieu of fl owers, please consider 
donations to The Salvation Army of Muskegon or 
the Muskegon Rescue Mission. The Lee Chapel of 
Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services is honored 
to be serving the Fichtel family; to share a special 
memory of Monica or read the full obituary, please 
visit www.sytsemafh.com

cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Jim 

and Barb Split, and father-in-law, Morrie Henry.
A Memorial Visitation and Celebration of Life 

for Dave took place on Saturday, September 23, 
2023 at Klaassen Family Funeral Home.

As a thank you for those who helped bring 
Dave home, Memorial Contributions may be 
made to the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
or the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Offi ce Dive Team.


