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• No experience necessary
• Members of other churches invited

Make New Friends 
and learn new quilting skills & other crafts.  

Wednesdays 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Stop by, have some coffee and visit with us. You 
can help with a craft or just keep us company!

For more information or a ride please call Lorene 
(231) 773-8369 or Julie at (231) 329-1477 or stop by.
First Congregational Church, 3212 Pontaluna Rd. 

across from Edgewood School.

If you or someone you know are 
experiencing suicidal, substance 
use or other mental health crises, 

please call or text 988. You will 
reach a trained crisis counselor 
for free, 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. You can also go to 
988lifeline.org

Open Tuesday through Friday from 
10a.m. to 5p.m., and 12-5 p.m. 

Saturdays and Sundays.
Free Admission!

Fruitport Eagles 3666
AERIE – EAGLE RIDERS – AUXILIARY

LOCATED IN HISTORIC CLOVERVILLE
3354 S DANGL RD, MUSKEGON,MI 49444

PHONE 231-777-3044
EMAIL - frtprtaerie3666@frontier.com

•FRIDAY FISH FRIES - SEPT THRU APRIL
•OTHER FOOD AND MEALS DAILY

•PULL TABS – KENO – ATM
•LIVE BANDS ON WEEKENDS

•CHARITY FUND RAISING EVENTS
OUR MOTTO:  “PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE”

Safe Halloween Fun
submitted by Sandra Engle

Continuing the tradition started last year, 
Dr. Martin Luther EV Lutheran Church will 
be hosting Trunk-or-Treat activities again 
this year.  While several organizers have 
their event on Halloween itself, this event 
will occur on October 30, 2025.

Parents and children are invited to visit 
the Church located at 1860 E. Hile Road 
between 6:00 PM and 8:00 PM.  Vehicles will 
be decorated and costumes are encouraged.  
“Everyone had such a good time last year,” 
Amanda Shunta, event coordinator said. 
“We learned how much the community 
enjoyed it, and we decided we had to see if 
we could make this year even better.”

Depending on participation levels at any 
particular time, parking may be limited.  To 
ensure everyone’s safety, participants will be 
asked to park as directed in the designated 
parking area.

Dr. Martin Luther EV Luthereran Church 

has served the community in Muskegon 
County since 1915, and celebrated its 110th 
Anniversary this year.  It has been located in 
Fruitport Township for more than 60 years.

SCHOOL MILLAGE
Vote NO on the millage for the school this 

year, but let me explain. We have three millages 
presently outstanding. We are still paying on 
bonds from 2010, 2016, and 2021. One is expiring 
this year, another one in 2036, and the last one 
in 2049!

You will never pay more than 6.9 mils per 
year, but the time will be extended many more 
years. You’ll be paying for the rest of your life 
and extending the debt to the next owner of 
your house! The only way your taxes will go up 
for the school bonds is if you have an increased 
property evaluation, which happens regularly.

When do we say stop! Many seniors right 
now struggle to pay their property taxes. Sure, 
they can beg the government for a Hardship 
Exemption based on their income, but many 
will not do that and try to pay their ‘fair share’. 
Even though this is a bond, it is added to your 
property taxes and you are obligated. If you 
can’t pay it, your property can be forclosed 
upon. Is this what we want for our seniors? Is 
this what we want for anybody?

A new elementary school would be nice, 
but where do we draw the line? Let’s pay off 
what we have now, or let some wealthy persons 
contribute to the new school. Not everybody is 
in the same pay bracket! 

Doesn’t the school have other sources of 
income? What about the casino bonuses? What 
about the new commercial buildings being 
built? Where else do their funds come from? 

If you’ve already voted, you can go to the 
township to change it. 

VOTE NO!
Pay off what we have from 2010, 2016, & 

2021! The last BOND ends in 2049! No increased 
amount - just another extension for added 
years!

-Mariann Cooper

Printed here were two emails that were 
part of a discussion between two people 
and not intended to be published.
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Millages Response
 They are not touching the 18.0 ml on 
businesses. This is separate for running the 
schools, and that stays the same.
 The November vote is the tax on our 
Summer Tax bill for Homeowners to keep the 
6.9 ml from actually never expiring.  As was 
listed  below the 6.9 ml would then indeed be 
reduced by the 1.38 ml when the 2010 bond 
expires in 2026 which would reduce the 6.9 
down to 5.52, then in turn, would reduce our 
Summer Homeowners tax bill. That is IF this 
new Bond request does not pass, it WILL reduce 
our taxes as a Homeowner.  
 If this passes in November, then the 6.9 
will stay even after the 1.38 comes off.  So I am 
assuming this new vote will equal the 1.38 in 
order to keep the ml at 6.9 as the 2026 one expires. 
They have them all planned out. In 2021, a lot 
of updates were already done. I always said it 
is not the buildings that teach our children, it 
is the teachers! Although so much teaching is 
being done by computers, Chrome books do 
most of the teaching now. I went in twice a week 
two years ago into one of my grandson’s classes 
and saw it first hand. The teacher was great, but 
so much was done on their Chrome books. They 
did do group reading, and crafts and still had 
show and tell (1st grade).  
 I pulled from the school’s website under 
bonds, when it says “no increase in bond,” as 
long as it stays at the 6.9 they are correct. The 
mls don’t go up, but our property values DO 
go up, so in essence, YES, our tax bill goes up! 
It looks like we’re paying 1.38 ml since 2010, 
which expires in 2026; 4.58 ml since 2016 that 
expires in 2049; and .94ml since 2021 that expires 
in 2036. 
 But if the millage goes down, that 
would help because our tax bill would not go 
up that much more.  Do you understand what 
I am explaining?  It took me a few times to 
understand myself. We will never get any relief 
EXCEPT, the way Mr. Kennedy explained in 
May (I still have not heard back from my email 
the other day), that the bonds should be paid off 
sooner than the due dates because of all the new 
homes being built on Harvey Street. Costco’s 
tax would go towards the 18.0 mil because it is 
a business, is what I am guessing.  I just think 
we need to get some relief and let the 2010 bond 
drop off and try again at a later time, but as you 
will see they have a plan.  It is up to us to just 
hold off on that plan for a bit.  Too many seniors 
on fixed incomes, so many are still trying to 
catch up after the “ closed down years.”
 Sue Halter 

SCHOOL MILLAGE
 Per the township, the 6.9 rate is made 
up of 3 separate millages. One from 2/2010 is 
done this year. That one is 1.38 ml. The new 
high school millage (11/2016) was 4.58. Turf 
millage (5/2021) was .94. Those 3 equal 6.9 
ml. What we are voting on is 2.26. That is .88 
HIGHER than the one that expires. I’ve reached 
out multiple times to get the breakdown on 
how the 6.9 is being calculated for it to stay 
the same, and cannot get a response. Even if 
my home value stays the same (which I highly 
doubt), my summer taxes will be MORE next 
year based on the higher millage rate of 2.26. 
For my home value, that is only around $100 
so I’m not concerned. What DOES concern me 
is that nobody is actually doing the research to 
see what is currently being charged, compared 
to what will be charged. They are just blindly 
following what ‘someone’ has told them. 
Personally, I’m more upset that the FACTS that I 
have been given are different from what is being 
advertised, and I can’t get anyone to explain to 
me HOW! Basic math says that 2.28 is higher 

than 1.38. I agree that the students and district 
deserve the new buildings, and the updates. 
That is not an issue. I ONLY have an issue with 
not being told truthful information. If I am 
wrong, I would love for someone to give me the 
proof. As I said, I have gotten the breakdown 
from the township. I need proof that they are 
wrong, and the school is right~
 – Sue Halter
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